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DEDICATION. 



■ r -TO- • 

.9 

J CITIZEN VARRON. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

■'■'■'' 1 Infcribe to you- this 
fecorid part of my Travels. •' Yo\ir 
Tnotle% will t;ake the alarin' aP^this 
public addrefs : but . T tnerejy^^i^ 
charge a debt of long Handing, or 
-rather I pay -in a feeble inftalttient 
upon the principal olfK^hat Ifixuoe 
you. Why cannot I (fdi|charge tfie 
whole, and pay you all' whiehnjuiy 
Vol. I. a friend- 
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friendfliip prompts, and my grati- 
tude-enjoins? ■ . 

It is not yet in your power to. 
prefent to us the<d€tail of a journey 
much more interefting and ufeful 
than iiiiAe, VoU haVe feefi Vrefted 
from you in a moment the fruit of 
four years exertions. Expofed to the 
p^^iards of .the p^efts of Rome, 
you were unablej "when you.^fled 
their malice;, to fkvp the mpft 'i^er 
-ci^us part of ypurfelf, ' ■ - , '(' 

In the i3$ean time, deiga tourer 

cetvii thaetpufclicj homage I offerrf ou. 

Jh accohi^iinying me ov^rfhe.bar- 

vfon anisi, toning fends of Africa, 

•Li. ' .-.; ' .•■ ..!• /you 
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you muft not expe6l to find thofe 
fuperb monuments the vaunted re- 
mains of which have, in two differ- 
ent journeys, been the obje6l of 
your ftudies and refearches; but 
you will every where encounter the 
genuine face of nature, and it is to 
this circumflance I truft for the pro- 
priety of the homage I am now 
paying you. 

Le Vaillant. 
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PREFACE. 



X HIS fecond part of my Travels 
ought to have followed much fooncr 

the firft. It was written a long time 
ago: Private difputes and public 
affairs have counterafted its publica- 
tion. Of the firft part there was an 
infinite variety of editions, pirated^ 
editions and tranflatibns. .But the 
laookfellers never think they have 
got enough unlefs they have de- 
voured b^h the author and his 
a 3 >vorI^. 
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work. Accordingly they pretended 
to doubt the fuccefs of the fecond 
part, after having experienced that 
of the firft. After a. thoufand dif- 
appointments, I have at length met 
with an hoheft trader. I pleafe my- 
felf with the opinion that fortune 
has direfled my fteps to a houfe 
where arts and letters are of fome 
confideration. 

It is in vain for me to attempt to 
deny it : the fuccefs of my firft pub- 
lication greatly furpafled my expec- 
tation. It has no doubt been praifed 
much beyond its defert. In the 
midft of the eulogiums I have re- 
ceived, there were attackf to which 
. : , X I could 



PREFACE. xi 

I could not but be fenfible. A cer« 
tain critic has been much irritated 
with the fale of my former work. 
I willingly furrender to him this fe- 
cOnd part, which he has already 
devoured in imagination ; and God 
grant that it may in fome degree af- 
fuage the bitternefs of his wrath J 

There is added to this edition 2^ 
general chart of my* travels. It will 
be fold feparately*. I owe much 
in this relpeft to the attention of 
the unfortunate Laborde, who made 
every exertion in .his. power to give 
effe6l to its ^iccuracy and precifion, 

* The m^p alluded to by the author, will be 
found prefixed to the firft volume of the prcfefl[? 
trapilation, * 

^4 
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TThE reader will recoiled that I did not 
return to the Cape till after a fix months 
journey through the interior parts of the 
fouthern extremity of Africa. 

During my abfence, the Cape had expe- 
rienced many revolutions. On my arrival 
from Europe, I found there the French regi- 
ment of Pondichefry J and, on my return 
from this firft journey, the garrifon was re- 
inforced with the Swifs regiment of Meu- 
f on ancj the legion de Luxembourg. I had 
been acquainted', in Trance, with feveral 
officers of th^ latter corps; and I felt, on 
^eifJg theill again, all thofe tender fenfa* 
^ . tions 
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tions which remind us of our country where* 
ever we obferve its manners, its chara&er, and 
its language. , 

The females of the Cape, when I faw them 
for the firft time, had really excited my afto-^ 
nifhment by thek drefs and their elegance ; 
but I admired in them, nboYt all, that mo-i 
deily and referve peculiar to the Dutch 
manners, which nothing as yet .had cor- 
rupted. 

In the courfe of fix months, a great change 
bad taken place. It wa? no longer tho. 
Trench modes that they copied ; it was a 
caricature of the French. Plumes, feathers, 
ribbons, and tawdry ornaments heaped toge-* 
ther without tafte on every head, gave to 
the prettieft figures a grotefque air, which 
^rften provoked a fmile when they appeared*: 
This maiva.had ext^AdedJU) the neighbour- 
ing plantations, where the^i?i|l^^ xpuI4 

/ fcarceljr 
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fearcely be known. A mode of ditb en^ 
^dy new was every where introdueed j but 
fofitntaftical, that it would have been dlf* 
fkttlt to determine from what country it had 
been imported. 

In the courfe of my joimiey, I had coU 
ledted a large quantity of oftrich-feathers^ 
which I intended to tranfmit to Europe. 
When the ladies got notice of this treafure^ 
it 4^as impoffible for me to convey theto to 
the place of their deftination* They flocked 
around me from all quarters to beg a few 
of thiem. People even whom I did not know 
pnsfcnted themfelves in the name of this or 
the other lady, and modeftly requefted the 
ufe of a dozen feathers for the evening, I 
difpofed, therefore, of all my plumes as 
fpeedily as poffible, that I might the fooner 
fhut up fliop. Such was the folly of the day; 
and this mode of infmuating oneVfdf into 
the gbod gftces of the fair fex was fo effica* 
/ ciou8i| 
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ciotis, that many ofl^:er8 fent to France for: 
a; cargo of' feathers to gratify their paiIion»> 
Thie httibands, on their fi^, vying in gallan- 
try with the fevers, procured fomc fix>m 
Afia, and even from Holland. . Africa coulil 
no longer fupply a fuificient number; and 
they were become dearer' there even than in 
l^urope. 

The French enjoy one advantage in par-^ 
ticular above every other nation* Where- 
evet their delliny may lead then\, . they foon 
acquire a fort of empire over every thing that 
fiirrounds them. Their vivacity, foftnefs 6f 
manner, and attention to the graces, have 
fomething in them fo captivating, and even 
their prefumption and fprwardncfs fo forcibly 
ftrikc the generality of minds, and efpecially 
the minds of women, that, in a little time, per- 
^J^pj overcome andfubdued, it is confidered 
^s a fort of duty and honour to adopt their 
manners and language. Thougk the town 
^ was 
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P[»^/fePCttpi«i^©jdy srith i^rariikc prcpanititesi 
and thougk an. i^ttldti.from the EoglHh fleet 
was every moment expeded, the French 
ID^fcers ha<J; already introduced a: tafte for 
jpleaftire. ]g.mploycd in the mornipg atthdr 
^exercife, thCiFrench foldieiB.ia the ^vcSiirig 
"s^^^ playa; A part of the barracks- was 
transformed into a theatre ; and as women 
capable of perfoi^ning female characters could 
^t be fio^und in the town^' they afligned thefe 
. p»ts, to Tome of their comrades, whofe yotithi 
delicafe features, and freflinefs of complexion, 
^* feemed befl cafculatcd tO favour the decep** 
jipn, J Thefe heroines, of a new kind, heighj^ 
^d the curiofity of the fpedatoja, and. ren- 
dered the entertainment ftill more lively aij4 
interefting^ ^. With regard tq the adors^ fon^f 
of them had adually very confiderabie talen^ 
for comedy; and I recoiled that one of jhe?^ 
aded the part of Figaro, ^n the Barbeiri||F 
Seville^ in fo fuperior a ftyle, that, at the Ci^ 

and 
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mod in U* corps, he was t^erwardft alwtyi 
called by the lutne of hbehftr^aer. 

Thefe mgenious dmrfions afibrded me^ I 
tiofifefs, much amufefiietit } but the idea that 
moft pleafed me was to fee them trdnsfetredtd 
Africa; that is to fay, in the neighbourhood 
of lions, panthers, and hyasna^ As for the 
Creoles, whp had never witneffed before 
any thing of the kind, they were abfthitel^r 
inchanted. Nothing was talked of in 'every 
company throughout the town but the French 
plays, 'to add to the general pleafure,* ladies 
t)f the firft rank confidered it as incumbent 
on them to lend to the military afiors* a&d 
adrelTcs, their laces, jewels, rich drefles, and 
tooft valuable ornaments. But fonie of theitt 
had caufe to repent of their ccndcfccnlion ; ^ 
k happened more than once that (he couhtefs 
<rif Almaviva having left in pledge at the 
iUttling-houfe her borrowed decorations, thd 

- ' 2 owner, 



owtier, to ttbbYtt ^icmi Was obliged to iilf-t 
charge not onVf Ihfc feffl dtoc fbr btaii^y and 
fobacco,- but all ttr6 otEer debts x»f the heroine^ 

' Dunii^ the into^catio» and giddineiii oo* 
cafioaed ^ thgfe :*mufemea^ Layc aUb di4 
fK>t£di to a^ hUn^art} xod certain Ut^le k^ 
trigiies were, .from timt to ^me» brought to 
Hghtr which gave employlmem to the tpngiw 
of fcandal, and introduced unhappinefs into fa-* 
milics. Hymen, it is true, amidft thefe ad- 
venturesi fom^times ioiervetied ^.repair the 
follies of his brother^ and many marriages^ 
which reftpred every/ thing to ordcr^ W^t 
the\refillf/of . his negotiations j bdt the cofloi* 
plaints, 'though ftifled, did iid: lefs cxift. 
The : wakhfulncfs of the inothei".^ was alert 
The chu(btod, by fo iaoch the tnote fecrctly 
irrkatcd as he faw hinifelf obliged to conceil 
his jealot^fy, curfed in his heart both a£kmB 
and tlieitre^; while the matronly part of the 
commUflity, ^ lefs on the referve, ' dediaimed 

^ • with 
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with, Wtleraieia 9g#np^t)]i| 4»e^oU9u^ef8 ^hat 
preyaUed,,.5Krhich \hg^ w}¥^ ¥PE^!c4 to this 
WQd?i9ltlM|atr^(^^tff3taHunsqt.. .At 1^^ tq 
the great mortification of the young, but to 
thef btigh l£ids£v£%io»>«f the old ^anKTL and 
hufbiands^ the theatre! waioto a'fuddea fhtrt up. 
The'cauft '^hat' eflfeaSed'tiSff was '^t6Jgethef 
ibxtx^id i^t 6ottipJ4ittt8-that mtere made; 
and <rf irfaJtiArfe t\t&h was, impoffiWii: to 
forefee. ' -■ ■ '■ •' • >• .'■•J' ■■ - ' ■ 

' J' ** ',''. 

Though the Cape yd ifot beett m^ktA^ 
it' had «cpericnced fome* erf" the uftial fcourg^s 
of warT' A' dread df the Englilh Beet hiaving 
prevented fpecie from* 'being fent thither from 
Europe, calhin la little time becaiile .fcdrce j 
the price of proviiions was increafed ; ' and a 
general alarm pyevaited through the cbtoh^, 
to this penury, the Dutch Eaft. India- ^m- 
pany thought proper to create a pfli>w cur- 
rency; but thia fiiftitiouB itioney, whidh was 
Aippprted by no other credit than a confidence 
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in the fignatures, in reality added one evil 
more to what already exifted. The greater 
part of the planters in the interior of the fet- 
tlemcrit were obftinate in refufing it ; and 
many of them, apprehenfive of being paid 
with paper, would no longer bring provifions 
to the town.^ By this conduft the value of 
every thing was quadrupled ; and in a little 
time extreme fcarcity was the confequence* 

While matters were in this fituation, our 
adofs, who in all probability were not too 
regularly paid, or who at lead did not receive 
an income proportioned, to their expences, 
found themfelves embarrafled. To extricate 
themfelves from their difficulties, two of 
them took it into their heads to imitate the 
paper money of the company, and to put 
their notes alfo in circulation. Unfortunately 
they were fo badly executed, and the figna- 
tures in particular fo awkwardly copied, that 
they^ were foon deteded, Juftice laid hold 

Vol. I. b of 
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of the affair ; the bufinefs affumed a ferioti* 
afpcd ; and it was for fome time apprehended 
that our two heroes of the fbck would have 
made a very tragical exit. Every thing, how* 
cver^ was at length arranged j and either 
, from regard to the individuals and the corps^ 
to which they belonged, or gratitude for the 
jleafure they had afforded^ it was thou^t 
ilifficient to banifli them from the Cape, and 
to put them on board a veffel that was about 
tx) return to Europe. I was prefent when 
they departed. The theatrical company was^ 
thus rendered incomplete; and, afhamed of 
the adventure, they dared neither feek othera 
to fupply the vacant phces, nor refum^ their 
entertainments. 

Intoxicating as were thefe pleafures, Go- 
vernment meanwhile had not been inatten-^ 
tive to the danger which threatened the co- 
lony. As they daily expected to be attacked 
by the Englifli fleet, they had mcreafbd.thc 

means* 
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tiieans of defence, and ordered different works 
and new fortifications to be conftruded. But, 
though thefe plans had been begun before I 
left the Cape, they were not finifhed when 
I returned; and I every where found men 
at work, bufily employed in completing 
themi 

At firft, the buliiiefs had been carried, on 
1f<rith activity and ardour ; becaufe the inha- ■ 
bltants, inftigated by their private intereft, 
which was then confidered as involved with 
that of the public, had voluntarily offered their 
fervices, and mingled with the workmen. 
Young and old, foldiers and magiftrates, 
failors and planters, all folicited the honour 
of co-operating for the general good and 
common fafety. To behold this heteroge- 
neous multitude— -foitie loaded with pick-axes, 
and fome with fpades, or other fimilar im- 
plements—marching out in the morning from # 
the town, and proceeding in high fpirits 

h 2 to 
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to the new fortifications, was a fight truly 

admirable. 

But this patriotic fervour was of no long 
continuance. Under pretence of fparing their 
ftrength, and that they might not weary them- 
'felves to no purpofe, they foc/h caufed their 
flaves to follow them with the tools and 
inftruments. In a little time they contented 
themfelves with fending their flaves only ; 
and at laft thefe fubftitutes themfelves, in imi- 
tation of their mafters, or perhaps by their 
fecret orders, gave over going alfo. Their 
enthufiafm, in fliort, from the firft moment 
of its breaking out till the period when it 
was thus entirely cooled, had been the affair 
of fomething Icfs than a fortnight. 

V 

The works, however, though abandoned 
to mercenary hands, were not interrupted. 
Government caufed them to be continued 
with vigour ; and, when 1 1-eturned from my 

.journey. 
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journey, the cxpence of them already amount- 
ed to a very confiderable fum. Nothing 
was to be feen but preparations for war and 
the means of defence. It appeared as if every 
inch of ground was meant to be difputed 
with the enemy; and if the company had 
reafon to complain of the enormous coft* 
with which thefe preparations were attended, 
they at any rate proved, that thofe into whofe 
hands they had intruded one of their moft 
important pofleffidns negled^^d notliing which 
they thought calculated to preferve it. 

From the Table Mountain to Falfe Bay the 
whole road was lined with fmall redoubts, 
which, being conftruded in fuch a manner as 
to fupport each other, feemed likely to check 
the enemy, or at leaft retard him in his 
march. 

Another road which conduced from' the 
tdwn to Baie-aux-bois (woody bay) was for- 

b 3 tified 



t. 



2pxvi INTRODUGTION, 
tified In a difFereat ms^nner. Being botK thq 
moft beautiful, and at the fame time the moft 
pleafant of all the roads in the neighbour- 
hood, it formed a delightful walk for the in- 
habitants J bijt from a di^jad that the Englifei 
Jnvited by the facility which it prefented of 
marching to the town, might refolve to mak^ 
their defceat at this bay, the road had not 
only been broken up throughout its whole 
length, but, at certaia diftances, deep trencher 
and excavations had been cut in it. Thefc 
works, which were nothing in reality but mi- 
ferable deftru£tion, I could not behold with- 
out pain. Thero^d had become my favou*. 
rite walk; and 1 had in fome meafure ap- 
propriated it to rayfelf. It was here I wa^ 
fond of ftraying at thofe moments when i| 
was- deferted by others, to indulge at leifure 
in my reveries, and to regulate the plan of niy 
journeys. I had counted every tree or fhrub 
that grew on its borders, and was acquainted 
^ith every fpot where I could fit down tq 
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enjoy my meditations. War and its prepa- 
rations had rooted up, the verdant turf, and 
the flowers which had added to its beauty 
were faded or elfe totally difappeared. The 
town had loft what to me was its greatcft 
ornament, its moft bewitching charm. 

In the neighbourhood, the whole fhor^ 
from Pointe des Pendus (gallows-point), neat 
the Lion's Ruifep, to the bottom of the Bay, 
was defended by new wotIcs of -every kind. 
The batteries Were every wh^e increafed. 
•Cannon j it is true, were wanting.; but a fupply 
of thefe had been promifed from the Ifle of 
Jrance;; and, if I remember right, after a peace 
was concluded, they adual^y arrived. 

On the eaft flie town itfelf was to be de- 
fended by a ftrong line of palifades, begin- 
ning at the fhore and ending at the bottom of 
the Devil Mountain. It was the Ifle of France 
^gain that was to furnifli the wood neceflary 

b 4 far 
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for this circumvallation ; and that engagemetit 
was, at any rate, much better fulfilled than 
the preceding one. But was it not a fhame 
for a Government, pofieffing immenfe forefts, 
to fend eight hundred leagues "to folicit of a 
foreign power afliftance, which, without dif- 
ficulty and almoft without expence, it might 
have obtained by fea as well as by land from 
diiferent parts of its own territories at home? 
1 have already publiflied fome reflexions on 
this fubjed in the account of my firft tra- 
vels. On my return to Holland, I mentioned 
the circumftance to feveral of the diredors of 
the company, and I have no doubt that fome 
plan will be adopted in confequenge, which 
their own intereft at the fame time fo power- 
fully recommends** 

* The ftate of tilings fince^hefe lines were written 
has greatly changed ; it will, perhaps, change ftill more, 
and facilitate eflabllfhments, which, by cuftom, felfiili- 
ncfs, and the intereft of partial afibciations, have long 
been retarded* 

4 ' As 
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As It was on the eaftera fide that the inha- 
bitants expeded the Englifh to make thdr 
attack, it was in this quarter they took care, 
to conftrudt the ftrongeft fortifications. But, 
among thefe new works, there was one which 
was far from meeting with general approba* 
tion. By profeflional men it was confidered, 
if not altogether ufelefs, as calculated at leafl: 
very little to obftrudl the taking of the towxu 
To prove who were in the right, and who ia 
the wrong, in the judgment of this matter,^ 
it would have been neceffary that the towa 
fliould adually be befieged ; but this was au 
event that did not take place. To the inha* 
bitants, however, the conftrudion of this fort 
afforded a fubjed of confiderable pleafantry* 
According to them, the contradors had la* 
boured for their own advantage rather than 
for that of the colony; and by Colonel 
Gordon the fort was called in derifion Foit 
GuflTet. . : 
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While the means of defence were thus in- 
creafed, Government endeavoured alfd to aug-r 
ment the number of troops. With this view, 
every perfou without diftinftion that offered 
iiimfelf was cnlifted: be his defedls what 
they might, not an individual was refufed, 
I do not precifely know what fuch foldiers 
would have done in cafe of an attack ; but I 
fufpedl they would have oppcfed no very fiar- 
jnidable face to the enemy* 

Juft the fame, In my opinion, would it 
have been with a regiment of Hottentots that 
was formed* ' Never did plan afford fo much 
fcope for ridicule as this 5 and to be convinced 
how juft was the ridicule, a fight only of 
thefe grotefque troops at th^elr exercife was 
fufficient, ^ One day as I was crofling the 
parade where they were affembled, and where 
gone of the company's fervants was teaching 
th^TO what he called military evolutions, I 

snjojed 
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f njoyed this pleafure. I had never befor« 
laughed fo heartily, and have never though|: 
pf them fince without the fame eonvulfiv^ ' 
merriment. Thofe who have feen at a fair^ 
^tpes perform their exercife under the whip 
of a {how-man, joftle one another by con- 
trary motions, wheel to the tight/ when they 
fliould turn to the left, and jump about or 
leap on each others backs when they ought 
to march or to halt, will have no imperieifl 
image of the manoeuvres of thefe demi-fa- 
vages. As none of them knew how to dif^ 
tinguiflx his right h^nd from his left, the 
Teader niay Judge how well they muft have 
obeyed the commands of their general. 
With a ftupid look, they kept their eyes fted- 
faftly fixed upon him j but fcarcely had he 
given the word when, agitated as if by convul- 
fions, each performed a different evolution j 
and all that could be taught them was to re- 
jnain in at line clofely fqueezed one againfl; 
ik^ other. On the arrival of the firft bullet^ 

mi 
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and even on the firft report of a cannon, the 
whole corps would have difperfed, like a flock 
of ftarlings, and never would it have been 
poifible to rally them. 

There Was one mode, however, in which 
perhaps they might have been rendered ufe- 
ful : to have polled them in fome fecure place 
of ambufcade, where they could have no« 
thing to apprehend, and there to have em- 
ployed them in firing as occafiou might offer* 
For it is fcarcely to be expeded that the fa- 
vage, a total ftranger to our prejudices, ihould 
fet much value on the honour to be acquired 
by remaining at one's poft, there to await 
perhaps certain death. The favage prefers 
lying in ambufh for his enemy under the co- 
ver of darknefs. The art of war is to him 
the art of avoiding dangen If he attack, it 
is only when he thinks himfelf fure of killing, 
without on his fide running any rifk ; and to 
afi^Jhim to expofe his life to procure victory 

to 
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to thofe in whofe fuccefs he has no intierefti 
would be propofing an adtion that he would- 
confider in the light of infanity. 

Of the merit and bravery of the different 
officers deftined to command the forts and the 
troops, I . have . nothing to fay. They wer€ 
all, no doubt,- men of courage and talents, 
all worthy of the pofts affigned, or the rank 
conferred upon them ; but I very much regret-* 
ted that I did not fee among them the brave and 
intrepid Staaring. This feaman, fmce fnatch- 
ed by. the hand of death from his family and 
country, had lately given an example of refo- 
lution that aftoniflied the whole colony ; and I 
publifh it here with the more pleafure, as I 
Ihall thus, in part, difcharge what I owe to 
the memory of a ipian to whom I was exceed- 
ingly attached. 

A' fhip under Danifli colours had aij-^ , 
chored in the Cape Bay j and there were reaS ; 

fot\s 
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fcns to fufpe<^ that (he was an Englifh fpj^, 
or at Icaft a tranfport laden with warlike 
ftores for the enemy. Staaring, who wa^ 
port-eaptain, thought it his duty, in that qua* 
lity, to endeavour to obtain certain infqrma-' 
tion on the fubjedl ; and with that view went 
on board his floop, and proceeded to the 
ibip to examine her. This was what the 
Dane had been afraid of. Scarcely was the 
captain in his power when he gave orders to 
weigh anchor, and made preparations for put- 
ting to fea. Staaring, however, fufpeding 
this treachery, had, before he quitted the 
Ihore, taken precautions ^o prevent its fuccefs. 
Accordingly, he made from the deck the fignal 
that had been agreed upon; and the weft bat- 
tery, whieh he had himfelf caufed to be con- 
ftruded, and which was called by his name, 
immediately opened and began to difcharge its 
guns upon the veffel. In vain did the Dane 
threaten in his wrath, that, unlefs Staaring 
gave a counter-fignal and filenced the battery, 

' be , 
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4kc would lafli Irim to the main-maft, and ex- 
pofe him to deftrudion from the (hot of thofe 
very cannon which were fired in obedience to 
his orders. This brave man was not to be 
intimidated ; and inftead of bafdjr complying 
with tlie propofal, he repeated his fignal^ 
which brought a fecond difcharge from the 
battery. When the crew faw this, they be- 
came ahnoft frantic with rage^ fell upon the 
objedt of their vengeance, beat him feverely, 
and aftually tied him to the maft : but Staar- 
ing, though furrounded by danger, derided 
his tormentors. " You know not what you 
*^ do," faid he with a fmile. *' Perceive you 
" not that thefe bullets are fent by my conl- 
^ mandj that they know me; and will, there- 
^ fore, do me no harm V* 

>What he thus faid in pleafantry, wonderful, 
as it may appear, was eventually realifed* 
The (hot fell in fhowers on every fide, with- ^ 
wt one of them touching him : but the vet- 
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fel was fo fiiattered, that fhe was foon obliged 
to put about and to anchor with difgrace un- 
der the battery that 'had fired upon her. In 
Ihort, this expedition, the fuccefs of which 
was the effect almoft of a moment, proved 
fo much the more honourable to the hero 
who conduced itj as the veflel, in reality, was 
a fmuggter ; and, being judged a legal prize, 
was fold, I believe, for the benefit of the 
company. For fome time nothing was talked 
of at the Cape but Staanng's intrepidity. 
But his private affairs requiring his prefence 
in Holland, he had recently departed with his 
wife ; and, to avoid being attacked by the 
Englifti, took his paflage on board a Danifh 
ILip that was bound to Copenhagen. 

The adventure at the Cape had reached 
the court of Denmark ; biit the circumftances 
gf the capture were not diftindly known ; 
and Staaring had to fear that, if the court 
fhould hear of his arrival, he might be arretted, 

and 
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and perhaps put In ii*ons till more certaia 
information could be obtained. Some friends 
forewarned him of his danger. He thought 
it prudent, therefore, to withdraw ; and de- 
parted privately from Copenhagen, leaving 
behind him his wife, who did not 'delay to 
follow him to Hollan^, where (he had the 
misfortune foon after to lofe him. But he 
has left a foti who one day will doubtlefs ful- 
fil the brilliant deftiny to which the name he 
inherits fo powerfully invites him. 

The time I fpent at the Cape was not 
. loft to my ftudies and purfuits. I had not 
only been able, with a part of what I had 
brought with me from my journey, to form 
an interefting colIe£tion ; but fcarcely a day' 
elapfed without my rambling into the coun- 
try to procure other articles by which to en- 
large it. Nothing came amifs to. me: beetles, 
flies, butterflieSi chryfalides, nefts, eggs, qua- 
drupeds, and birds of all kinds, had their value; 
' Vol. I. c and 
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and all ferved either to fill up a place in my 
cabinet, or as objeds of ftudy. At the houfe 
of Boers too there was a kind of menagerie 
to which I. frequently refohed, in order to 
make obfervations and fometimcs experi- 
ments. 

It was by means of this menagerie, added 
to what my two journeys had enabled me to 
obferve, that I fucceeded in obtaining a know- 
ledge of the food, propenfities, habits, and 
duration bi life, more or lefs protraded, of cer- 
tain animals. Some of thefe obfervations, 
which are highly worthy the attention of na- 
t]uralifts, I fhall publifh hereafter. At pre- 
fent, I mean to confine myfelf to a fingle ex- 
periment, which, not falling in with the 
thread of my narration, would be confidered 
as foreign to it, and confequently can here 
* only be inferted with propriety. 

I had often remarked that fpiders fpread 

their 
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their webs in certain folitary and clofe places, 
to which it is very difficult for flies and even 
for gnats to penetrate ; and I concluded that, 
as thefe animals muft long remain without 
food^ they were capable of enduring confider- 
able abftinence and hunger. 

To be afliired of this circumftance, I took a 
large garden fpider, which I inclofed under a 
glafs bell, well faftened round the bottom 
with cement, and in this fituation I left it for 
ten months together. Notwithftanding ftiis de- 
privation of food, it appeared during the whole 
period equally vigorous and alert j and I re-^ 
marked no other alteration than that its belly, 
which at the time of its imprifonment was the 
fize of a nut, decreafed infenfibly till at laft it 
was fc^rcely larger than the head of a pin. 

I then put under the bell another fpider of 
the fame kind. At firft they kept at a dif- 
tance from each other, and remained motion- 

c 2 lefs ; 
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lefs; but prefently the meagre one, preffed 
by hunger, approached and attacked the 
ftranger. It returned feveral times to the 
charge; and in thefe difFerent conflids its 
enemy being deprived of almoft all its claws, 
it carried them away, and retired to its for- 
mer fituation to devour them. The meagre 
one itfelf had alfo loft three of its claws, on 
which it equally fed ; and I perceived that its 
plumpnefs was in fomc meafure reftored by 
this repaft, At length, the new comer, de- 
prived of all its means of defence, fell the 
next day a facrifice. It was fpeedily devour- 
ed ; and ' in lefs than twenty-four hours the 
old inhabitant of the bell became as round 
as it had been at the firft moment of its con- 
finement. . , 

Other animals can by no means endure the 

fame degree of hunger, , An abftinence of a 

fiew days is fuflScient to deftroy them ; and 

. the term will be fliorter or longer according 

to 



INTRODUCTION. xli 

to the nature of their food. Among birds, 
fof exarfiple, the granivorous generally die in 
the fpace of from forty- eight to fixty hours, 
while the entomophagi, thofe who feed on in- 
fers, will hold out for a fliprt period longer. 

But thofe which can leaft bear abfti- 
nence are fuch as live on fruit ; a property 
<hat is Owing probably to their ftomach, 
which, digefting more fpeedily, has more 
frequent need of aliment. This quick digef- 
tion, however, is attended with one advan- 
tage, which is, that, reduced to an equal de- 
gree of inanition by abftinence, the animal, 
if aflifted, wiH recover and refume its ftrength 
fooner than others. With the gi'anivorouS 
fpecies this is not the cafe. Debilitated to a 
certain point, if nothing but the feeds on 
which they ufually feed be given them, they 
can never be reftored ; their ftomach having 
Jo(V, in part, its power of digeftion. The 
carnivorous, on the contrary, retain their di- • 

c 3 geftion 
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geftion to the laft moment j and hence it 
happens that, receiving the kind of food 
which is fuited Jo them, an inftant onjy is 
neceffary to their recovery^ 

A little refleftion will enable us clearly to 
perceive the caufe of this difference, Flcfh, 
from its affinity to the fubftance of the ani-r 
ins^l, becomes fpeedily incorporated with it ; 
and, as its juices are highly nutritive^ the 
affiftance it gives is almoft inftantaneous, 
"With feeds th? cafe is the reverfe : to be di- 
gefted, they muft remain fome time in thq 
ftomach, where they fequire to be previoully 
foftened and triturated. This operation is te- 
dious, and fuppofes, befides, a vital adion ii^ 
the gullet J a motion and force which faftipg 
4e(lroys, 

What I have advanced upon this fubjed is 
not only fupported by plaufible reafons, but 
U the refuH alfo of experimeqt, 

I took 
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I took two fparrows of the fame age, and 
in equally good condition, and reduced them, 
by the want of nourifliment, to fuch a ftate 
of weaknefs that neither of them was able to 
take what was offered him. I then forced 
down the throat ©f one fome bruifed feedsj 
and of the other a little minced flefh. In a 
few minutes the lattet was quite well j while 
the former, two hours after, died. 

Confidering, however, granivorous birds 
>?eith attention, it might be faid, that feed, 
though it forms the principal part of their 
food, is to thefe animals a food at the fame 
time that is infufHcient and too little nutritive, 
fmce they add thereto fruit, flefh, infeds, 
and, in a word, whatever nutritive fubftance 
they meet with. The carnivorous, on the 
other hand, whether they live on flefh or on 
infeds, are uniform in their food. One 
kind is fuflSicient for them ; and they have no 
rccourfc to feeds. 

c 4 Of 
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Of all the feathered race, the fpecies moft 
fubjeft to hunger and to the freJjucnt want of 
food have appeared to me to be the pifcivo- 
rous, or fuch as feed on fifh. Nature has ac- 
cordingly given them large gullets or pouches, 
in which they accumulate, for future want, a 
larger ftore of provifion. 

With regard to birds of prey, they can en* 
.dure hunger for a very coufiderable period. 
I have made on this fubjedt various experi- 
ments, but Ihall content myfelf with relat-r 
ing a fingle fa6i:, which is truly aftonifhing, 
and feems to prove fomething more than the 
mere capacity of enduring abftinence. 

I had a vulture of the fpecies called at the 
Cape cbajfe-funk ^ (dung-'-hunter) which I 

* The author gives here only a tranflation of the narne 
ufcd'atthc Cape. The Dutch name isjlrontjaager g and 
the bird alluded to is the fame kind of vulture as that 
^ajled in the Weft -Indies the carrion crgw. T. 

wanted 
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wanted to kill, in order to fluff it. The 
animal appearing too fat for the purpofe, I 
obliged it to faft. Upon vifiting it^ I every 
day expe£):ed to find it dead, or reduced at 
l^ft to extreme weaknefs; but it always ^p* 
peared in the fame ftatc of health md vigour. 
At length, ifter eleven days of entire faft^ 
feeing it ftill alive, my patience was exh^uftedj 
and, as I had other cares to engage my 'atten- 
tion, I put an end to its exiftence. In pre^ 
paring it for prefervation, I perceived that it ^ 
could have lived a much longer time ; for^ 
ivotwithftanding its abftinence, it ftill fo a- 
bounded with fat, that I was obliged to ex* 
trad: it before I could fucceed in my ope* 
ration. • 

The fame obfervatipn is applicable to qua- 
drupeds* Such as live on flelh will endure 
hunger much longer than others; a fad To 
well known and attefted, that I may fpare 

myfelf the trouble of proving it. 

I The 
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The human fpecies alfo furnilhes a very ftrik- 
ing inftance of the fame truth in thofe nations 
which morfe or lefs feed upon flefh. The 
Hottentot whofe nourifliment is milk and 
roots, or dried locufts, can by no means en- 
dure the fatigue and hunger which other Hot- 
tentots can who live by the chace, and Who, 
often obliged to pafs feveral days without 
eating, will fuffer np inconvenience from the 
circumftance. I have even remarked that 
this kind of aliment, whatever prejudices 
may exift to the contrary, every t^hing elfe 
being equal, contributes to render the iadi-? 
, vidual ftronger than any other. Of all the 
ra.ces- of men with which I have been ac- 
quainted, the largeft and moft robuft, in fey 
opinion, are the planters at the Cape ; and 
I know of none that are fo addicted to ani- 
mal food. ' I myfelf, who, by the nature of 
my journeys, was obliged for feveral years to 
live folely on flefti, muft acknowledge that I 
never enjoyed a more uniform or better ftatQ 

of 



INTRODUCTION. xlvii 
of health than at that period. I alfo never 
fo much abftained from ftrong liquors; 
whereas, if the Englifh, who cat more ani- 
mal food than the other nations of Europe^ 
can make upon it two meals a day, it is be- 
caufe they drink in the interval, tea, punch, 
and other beverages of the fame tendency, 
which accelerate its digeftion, ^ 

Befides the experiments I profecuted as to 
the power, more or lefs extenfive, that cer- 
tain animals have of fuhlifting without food, 
I engaged in others as to the impaflibility, fo 
to exprefs myfelf, of certain kinds of inlets, 
an impaflibility by means of which beinga, 
the term of whofe exiftence is fix months, dit 
even lefs, appear to have received from na- 
ture the gift of being indeftrudible through the 
medium of thofe fenfations commonly called 
painful, which are ordinarily deftrudive of 
€Yery thing' that has life. 

Itook 
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I took a large red-winged locuft of the 
Cape, opened its belly, and, pulling out its 
inteftines, filled the cavity with cotton j and 
in that ftate I fixed ic to the bottom of a box 
with a pin,' which paffed through its thorax. 
It remained there for five months ; and at the 
end of this period it ftill moved both its legs 
^nd its antennas/ 

I transfixed other locufts in the fame man- 
ner, without, however, opening their bellies 
as in the former cafe ; and, to try if I could 
ftifle them, I put into the box in which they^ 
Were enclofed camphor and fpirit of turpcn * 
tine, and they lived there notwithftanding 
feveral days. 

*' If you tear a leg from a fly/' fays the phi- 
lofophical author of Etudes de la Nature ^ *' it 
" moves about as if it had fuftained no lofs. 
^* When (deprived of fb confideraWe a mem- 
" ber, it neither faints nor is convulfed ; 

" emitg 
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^ emits no cry, nor fhews any fymptom of 
*' pain. Children of a cruel difpofition amufc 
" themfelves with thrufting long ftraws into 
" the anus of thefe infers ; and, thus im- 
" paled, they fly into the air; or walk and per- 
" form their ufual movements, without feem- 
^ ing to be in the leaft afFeded by it. Reau^ 
*^ mur, one day^ cut off the flefliy and mu{^ 
" cular horn of a large caterpillar, which con- 
** tinued to feed as if nothing 1iad happened 
"to it." 

I have fometimes attempted to drown in 
fpirit of wine certain kinds of infedts. The 
moft robuft carnivorous kind would have 
been ftifled by it in lefs than two minutes ; 
whereas thefe infeds were often alive after an 
immerfibn of twenty- four hours. It is well 
known that Dr. Franklin recovered flies whic^ 
he found in fome bottles of wine that had been 
fent to him from Madeira, and which he had 
kept in his cellar for upwards office months. 

Thefe 
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Thefe experiments, which were a fource of 
confiderable amufement, occupied my hours of 
leifure, filled up the interval between my two 
journeys, and ferved to moderate m;^ impa- 
tience. But at length the defire of again con- 
templating nature t recurred with * fo much 
force, that a refidence at the Cape became in- 
fupportable, and I began to think ferioufly of 
my departure. ^ 
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AFRICA, 



COUNTRY OF THE GREATER AND L^SS* 
NIMIQUAS^ 

I Sit down at laft to difcharge my debt. Dif^ 
ferent as are the eircumftances under which 
I refume my pen, the impulfe to vsrrite is be- 
tome the more powerful. The benefit of my 
long and wearifome travels fhall not be loft. If 
the firft fruits have been devoured bymercilds 
oppreflbrs, the misfortune is amply repaid by 
the fpedlacle of public liberty. A fuflSciently fine 
harvf ft ftiU remains to make me anxious of of-^ 
f^rmg it to my country ; and this portion, at 
Vol. r^ B Jeaft, 
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leaft, of the only prefcnts I am able to befto^^^ 
will nekfeer be debafcd by tares nor weeds. In 
the fituationin which I live, I find the image 
of my early independence. I have no obftacles 
to overcome; and no corrupt: beings to deal 
with, that I may pay \Q nature the tribute of 
adoration, which ihe has a right to exped 
from the moft faithful of her lovers. I re- 
enter the defarts of Africa once more to vifit 
her. I fhall paint her as fhe is. She cannot 
but be pleafed at feeing me, when fhe teams 
the efforts that, in this happy portion of the 
earth, have been made to revive her worfhip, 
and rebuild her altars. I will fhow her her 
portraits. She w.iH not defpife the drefs in 
which they wiH bp fe«n. C^n fhe be offended 
if, at fo great a diflance from the country 
where fee firfl appeared to me without either 
paint or attire, a flight veil be thrown over her 
charms ? or rather has fhe not herfelf fixed the 
limits where change of temperature, and greater 
wants imperioufly demand a modification of' 
her eiTence ? Let it then excite no aftonifhment 
if, in the relation of. my adventures, and de- 
firous of preferving my fincerity, a figh efcape: 
me at the fight of her firft image. She h^d my 
whole afie(3;ion3 j I owe to her au atcouiit of: 
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all the fecrets of 1117 heart ; and this predilec- 
tion, which I cannot forego for the remote 
aflylum iif which I am deftined to take up my 
refidence by her fide, is an additional homage 
that I render to the people ftill worthy of prac-* 
tifing her lefibfts; 

Land of repofe, of ignorance, and of felicity; • 
land that without toil haft fa long nouriflied 
me ; ye filent fdcks, where I depofited all re- 
inembrance, and all regret of the paft j ye in- 
fehantirig folitudes, troubled by no figh, and 
foiled by no tyranny ; fliould fome Frenchman 
thanee to wander upon your borders^ operi to 
him your delightful retreats, and render ftill 
toore iuguft the ineftimable bleffing which 
his exertions have obtained for him ! 

I was fcarcely returned to the Gape of Good- 
Hope when my thoughts already turned upon 
another exciirfion. Sixteen months inceflantly 
Occupied iri travelling and hunting, had nei* 
ther cooled my zeal, nor accomplifhed my 
wifties. The paflion of increafidg my know- 
ledge in nattiral liiftofy became every day more 
imperious, and feemed to acquire ftrength from 
the multitude of objeds I had colleded. My 
fatigues were no fbonerat an end ^ than the r^- 
inembrance of |hem ended alfo. Finding my- ' 

3 % feif 
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fcif in the midft of a town, and about to tngs^ 
in the goflip of a fociety, for which I was by 
no means formed^ I could not help calling be- 
hind me a longing look^ I plunged in idea 
into thofe romantic retreats, thofe majeftic fo 
refts, of which I had taken pofleflion without 
difficulty, and could leave without protestors. 
This ftrange .mixture of feeling and mifan- 
thropy, the ordinary guide of the adions of 
my life, abated th« pleafiire of feeing again 
friends who were fo dear to me ; or in other 
words, the Gape was not the place in which k 
would have been moft pleafant to me to have 
enjoyed their company. From this ebb and 
flow of pleafure and uneafmefs refulted a fenti-* 
ment no lefs fingular. I mean a total indiffer- 
ence as to the difcoveries I had made, and with 
which it was my purpofe to enrich the fineft 
and moft extenfive of all the fciences. The 
light and developement of the curious objeds 
I had brought back with me to the Cape af- 
forded me but little of heart-felt delight. The 
dramatic intereft was pafled. Thus it is with 
the moft charming concert, which often, when 
the efle£t is produced, leaves a void in the 
foul, and the compofer is coldly eniployed ia 
putting together the different parts of his liaufic* 

By 
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By d€:g;re€S my fociability returned, and I felt 
nn inclination for company ; but to enjoy alfo 
my treafures, I was forced to become a ftran- 
ger to myfelf, 

In all my attentions friendfliip had the firft 
place. I once more faw, and prefled to my 
heart, the refpeftabk Boers, whofe health had 
occafioned me fuch alarm, when I was yet a 
hundred and fifty leagues from the Cape, and 
encamped on the borders of the Kriga. To 
him was I indebted, from the pains he took to 
get me into hishoufe, after my unfortunate dif- 
after in the bay of Saldanha, for all the fruits 
of fo curious an expedition. He was eager to 
afcertain the ftate of the boxes I had brought 
with me, as he had before employed the utmoft 
precaution in unpacking thofc i had remitted 
to him in the courf(? of my travels. His zeal 
had made him ingenious, and fuggefted means 
of prefervation that abfolutely aftoniftied me. 
To oblige me he had become ^ natural philofo* 
pher ; and my colledion was not only unimr. 
paired by paffing through his dextrous hands, 
but he had clafled the different fubjefts of it 
with great propriety and intelligence. The 
jwrangement of this cabinet, when I did not 
jpwa know whether it had efcaped the accidents 

33 of 



6 TRAVELS IN 

of fo ttdious a conveyance, was a fight truly 
yavifhing. I had fclt great ai^xiety refpeiSing 
this firft colledion. When I called to mind the 
various ways in which it might be injured, the 
diftance from which it was fent, the nature of 
the roads, the fucceffive and continual effe<a of 
heat and rain, and the careleflhefs, perhaps, of the 
perfons to whom it had beenintrufted, I expedl- 
ed to find at beft nothing but a wt'eck. Qo the 
contrary, my animals had gained new life, and 
feemed to breathe under the eye of their maA 
ten JSpch cares, fuch precaution and delicacy, 
icould i^ot fail to render at laft my return agree? 
f blc to me. 

A vifit to the bpxes which had ^ived with 
me cotnpieted my fatisfadioq. Every things 
they contained was equally brilliant and whole, ; 
My birds, which amounted to a tboufand and 
eighty, were as frefh as at the moment wheii • 
they were killed and prepared j my butterflies re? 
tained all their purity, and there was not an in? 
fed: that had loft fo ipuch as a feeler. On this ac- 
fcount the method I employed in packing and 
conveying thepfi became additionally dear tq 
jnc. . The kind of box th^t I invented for thte 
pufpofe has been defcribed in the firft volumq 
pf my forzi^er travels ; and expe*inpice has {q 

' ■•' ■■ ■-,.■ .ft 
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fully convinced me of its excellence that I caa- 
oiot too often recommend the ufe of it. 

The news of my return w^s fooii fpread 
through the Cape, and a crowd of idlers haften- 
^d from every quarter requefting to fee what' 
^hey called my new curiofities. The trouble of 
,icc>ntinually opening and fimtting my boxes de- 
.termined me to add this porti<Jn of my ridhes 
to that which my friend had fo mgcniouJIy ar- 
ranged in my abfcence. I began with clafEng 
the different ipecies of birds, not indeed me- 
thodically, but, in a natural ferics, by pairs, 
fliale and female together. 

Aimoft the whole of Boersf* houfe was con- 
verted into a cabinet of natural hiftory, and 
this fort of decoration, at otice fplendid and 
novel, attradled fo much company, that one 
might'havfi fuppofed it the general place of ren- 
^ezvous of the whole town. It was never 'with- 
out vifitors. What kind of cOriofity influenced 
thefe vifitors, and what intereft was felt for 
the arts and fcience^, by a people wholly en- 
grofled by mercantile fpeculations, may be 
judged from the circumftance, that the objeds 
which afforded them the greateft delight were 
frequently thofe belonging to the cantons 
5nea;?eft the town, and that there w;as not au in- 
B 4 Jbabitant 
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habitant of the Cape, who, even in his moft or-» 
dinary walks, might not obferve fubjeds of 
aatural hiftory, extremely valuable to any but 
an African.. How is it when nature, at every 
ftep produces a miracle under our feet, that 
men can be fo indifierent to her worftiip, and 
that the love of gold can compenfate the plea- 
fure which the difcovery of one only of her fer 
crets ts capable of affcyrding ? 

Among thefe inquifitive perfon^ges ' there 
were many, however, whofe deportment in 
fqme degree flattered my fenfibility. At fight 
of the rareties which I had brought fo far,.! 
remarjced a much lefs intereft for the fruit of 
iny travels than tor the traveller himfelf . They 
could hardly conceive the poflTibility of my hav- 
ing efcaped the numerous perils which had be- 
fore been exaggerated tp me; and if, like 
XJlyflTes, my family had refided at the Cape^ 
the report ojF my death would have given me 
more than one fuitor to contencj with, arid 
more than one Eumj^us to fed^iicij. 

A dill greater number regarding my labours as 
fjatile and unprodudive, were continually teaz- 
ing me with the queftion, " Well, what gold 
mine have you found ?'^ Gold was the idol of 
ihefe ?nen, and a fmgle grain of this omnipo- ^, 

ten?^ 



% 



AFRICA. ^ 

tent metal would have produced more efie^ 
upon them than the moft humane and generous 
fentiments. Every expedition that brought i^p 
gold with it, was, in their eftimation, fo much 
time wretchedly mifpent. This paffion for 
gold is the chain that links together the feat- 
tered Dutch. I remember, that in my early 
youth, when my father took me with him to a 
diftanqe from the colony, and we brought back 
with us, to Paramaribo,.fome curious objetfis for 
the embellifliment of his cabinet, the inhabi- 
tants never failed to alk why inftead of thcfc 
things we had not brought gold. 
. But let me not forget that I found amongf. 
the crowd fome enlightened amateurs, whpj^ 
fufFrage were a counterbalance to thefe repeated 
mortificationsj and by whom my labours were 
in a manner appreciated and felt. 

In the number of thefe judges I ought parti- 
culaiJy to diftinguifh Cplonel Gordon. He 
. had traVerfed, like myfelf, fome of thefputhem 
countries of Africa. To many of the literati 
of Europe his obfervations are known. Should 
he read this account^ he will find in it th^ pledge 
of an iefteem that is without bounds. May it 
induce him to extend his reputation by pub- 
JUhing his difcoveries. He owes to Eurppe 
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an account of fuch complete refearches, an<I 
which relate to fo interefting a part of Africa. 
They are the property of the fcience, which 
would then no longer remain buried in obli- 
vion. The Colonel was frequently delighted 
with the many and various fpecies I had colled?- 
cd, and he hefitated not to acknowledge that 
the majority of them were perfedJy new to 
hinu 

It is true, that^ bound to fociety by no tie that 
interfered with^ or controuled my faronritc 
purfuits, abfolute mafter of my time, and dit» 
engaged from every affedion but that of the 
chace, I gave myfelf up to its exercife like a 
true favage. A favage indeed has no induce*- 
menC but want ; whereas I often aflSxed to the 
conqueft of afingle object whofe exiftence I 
had difcovered, a price that no watchings and 
no fatigue could counterpoife. Whenever, al- 
lured by the cry, or other token of fome new 
bird, the ordinary means were infufficient, I 
fet my invention to work that it might not 
efcape, and if it were neceflary to fpend a 
whole month in purfuing, or rather in waiting 
for my prey, I immediately pitched my tent, 
and never quitted th^ place till J had ob* 
tained it. . 
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Ir Is to this unbending perfeverancc I owe 
the advantages of poflefling almoft every fpecles 
of bird belonging to that part of Africa over 
which I travelled. I ufe the word almoft, be- 
caufe there are certainly events th^t exceed the 
limits of our power. Who does not know, for 
inftance, how much the changes of feafon arc 
jcalculated to drive from the hunter, or bring 
within his reach, fpecies of birds, which he cau 
then derive only from chance ? It is thus with 
Hrds of paflage. In countries fubjedt to heaVy 
rains, to long droughts, or confidcrable varies 
ties of atmofphere, fuch birds no doubt come 
jand go much oftener than in Europe, where 
we experience no alternative but that of heat 
and cold j and no fportfman, however dextrous, 
ought to expert any thing more than to obtain 
a colledion that ihall bear fome degree of pro- 
portion to the variety of fpecies : todifcover all 
tifet exift of this kind, the life of man would 
te infufficient. 

My days were ufeftilly and almoft wholly 
occupied in claffing my treafures, keeping my 
cabinet in order, and thinking upon the means 
of fupplying its deficiences, in order to form a 
complete fj^em, that (hould one day, under 
jthe infirnJMes of age, cotifole me for the inca- 
pacity 
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pacity of ftudying the elemenrs at their fourccj 
and deprive me of regret at the recoUedion of 
a difcipline that cannot be commenced again 
but by a recommencement of life, I promifed 
myfelf in idea greater pleafure from my fecond, 
than I had enjoyed in my firft travels. The 
compafs of experience would now be my guide 
and enable me tofurmount the moft tremendous 
obftacles. How far our forefight can extend, and 
how near a fecond precipice frequently is to 
that which we have efcaped, will be feen in the. 
fequel. 

I had in a manner prepared all that was ne* 
ceffary for my expedition : but the monaent of 
my departure; from the Cape did not advance fo 
rapidly as I wifhed, A perfon whom I had 
looked for with the moft tormenting impa- 
tience, whom I had not feen fmce my return, 
and without whom I could promife myfelf neit- 
ther pleafure or fafety, was abferit. This wis 
no other than Klaas^ whq at laft. fuddenly pre- 
fented himfelf before me. There was then at 
the houfe of the fifcal, a feledl, but numerous 
party of friends. Klaas enjoyed, wherever he 
went, no inconfiderable fhare of reputation* 
The aflbciate of my travels, and entrufted by 
pje more p^rtifularly than the reft with the exe?- 

cution 
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cuiion of my plans, I could not be too lavifli 
in my praifes^of this rfiy faithful privy-coun- 
fellor. Hisfudden arrival excited in'thehoufc 
of Boers the moft lively curiofity. Nothing 
was thought of but my friend, and, as he en- 
tered, every one fpontaneoufly rofe from his 
feat. I had owed every thing to his attachment 
and fidelity^ and he inftantly received tefti- 
monies of efteem that were a fort of compenfa- 
tion. The fifcal drew his purfe and made him 
a confidcrable prefent; an example that was 
followed by the whole company. Stupified 
with aftonifhment, Klaas looked at the wealth 
that was thus (howered upon him, and thought 
himfelf as rich as the governor himfelf. 

A fingle thought, however, with which hlft 
mind laboured, foon abforbed every fentiment 
that arofe from this unexpei^ed reception. 
Upon entering, he had advanced towards me 
to teftify his joy, but his emotion was fo great 
as to deprive him of utterance. He, alfo had 
^prefent to make. With half- opened mouth, 
and eyes brimful of tears, he held out a packet 
to me, Goniifting of a box or two, upon which 
he appeared to fix an extraordinary value, I 
played a. little with his agitation, which in- 
creafed the filence of thofe who were fpedators 

of 
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of the fcene. At laft I relicve3 him from his em- 
barraflinent, or he would othef wife, I believe^ 
have remained all night in the fame attitude. 
** Well," faid I, " for whom are thefe boxes ?*' 
** For you^ for you f' faid he, " They are 
** full of thofe aiiimals of which yoti are fo fond; 
•' If I have been tardy in returning^ it was only 
•* that I might tiot come empty-handed, and 
*^ without bringing with me fomething to' 
** prove that I had not forgotten you^ I am 
** afraid^ however, that the birds are neither fd 
•* beautiful nor fo rare, as thofe which we have 
** killed in our excurfion." 

Judge of my aftonifhmeht and joy, when^ 
upon opening the boxes, I perceived a well-ar* 
ranged colle<ution of handfome infeds^ with fome 
birds very expertly fkinned, atnd agreeably to the 
method which he had feen riie fo often pradic^ 
in the defarts. I freely confefs that no tefti- 
moriy of favour or efteem has ever filled my 
heart with fo pure and delicious a fcntiment a* 
this frank and artlefs proceeding on the part of 
my Hottentot, and the knowledge, that dur- 
ing our feparation, which had by no mean$ 
been fhortj his thoughts had b6eh emplo}»^d 
folely upon me. Worthy and excellent na^^ 
tion ! ye wits of Europe, match me if yoii 
* can^;- 
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Cian, with all your ingenious delicacy and fub*- 
linae ideas of generofity, a trait of friendfliip 
and feeling, fimple and genuine as this. My 
dear Klaas, how often, invited to the houfes of 
perfonages of rank, complimented by fome, 
carefled by others, diftinguiflied by all, how 
often, in the midft of flattering favours and 
brilliant promifes, have I opened your box of 
infe<3:8, and thanked you for the fhort^ but de- 
licious inftants of pleafure, which formerly di- 
verfified the tedious hours, when my fingle re- 
fource was to difplay to you my knowledge, 
and unwillingly to entrap your applatife I 

Klaasdid notftay long after he had deliver- 
ed his prefent. The treafure he had received be- 
gan to embarrafs him. He thought of the wtfc I 
had given him, into whofe hands he was eager 
to depof^ his wealth. Having firfi; Icsffaed 
from him, that the other companions of my 
travels, fcattered here tmd there in the vicinity 
of his horde, were tranquil and happy, my cat- 
tle in good condition, my waggons and furni-. 
ture under cover and fecnre, and my whole ca- 
ravan ready to attend me at a moments fum- 
mens, I embraced my faithful coadjutor and 
fiiffere4 him to depart. 

This unexpefted vidt on the part of Klaas 

brought 
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brought to my recolledion another compamofiii 
6f my travels; a good friend, a^faithful fervant, 
extremely cunning, fruitful in expedients in 
times of emergency, and by whom I had more 
than once been extricated from embarraffments. 
The whole company were defirous of feeing 
him, and we walked towards his houfe as if to 
inform him that I was on the point of fetting 
off. There was a fort of playful contention 
who fhould be the firft to tell him the news. 
The reader will perceive that I am fpeaking 
of my ape. There could be no feftivity unlefs 
he was of the party. Boers and myfelf were 
accuftomed to vifit him every day after dinner, 
and to take with us forae of our deflert. Na- 
turally gentle and careffing, he was free from 
the faults of his fpecies, and had rather imbibed 
thofe of his matter. He feemed alfo to have \ 

acquired fome virtues, for he was fenfible t0 . • 

kindnefs and civilities, and always eager to re- I 

pay them. I knew but one perfon whom he * 

would not fuffer to ftroke him : ^fid t6 him hef ' 

A. , , 

bore a moft extraordinary enmity. This was' 

an officer of the Pondicherry i»egiment, who^ ^ j 

lodged like myfelf in the houfe of the fifcaf^ 

and who, to try the afFedion of my ape, pre^ 1 

tended one day to ftrike me. At thia fuppofei " I 

at 
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ill treatment Kees was In a terrible rage, and 
from that moment took a diflike to the officer. 
At whatever diftance he perceived him ap- 
proaching, his cries and geftures fufficiently 
denoted the defire he felt of avenging me. He 
grinded his teeth and made the moft painful 
efFotts to dart upon him. In vain had the of- 
fender frequently attempted, by the offer of 
dainties, to foften his anger. Refentment had 
left a profound hatred in the foul of Kees, 
which it required a long time to effaccn 

The impotence of his exertions, to wipe 
away the flain v/hich my honour had fufFered ' 
hy the affront, denotes that the unfortunate 
animal was chained. It was the fear of lofmg 
him that induced me to adopt fo degrading a 
meafure. His fame had gained him fuch nu- 
merous friends, that, if he efcaped from the 
houfe, he was fure to be ftolen, either by the 
failors who would have conveyed him on 
board, or by the inhabitants of the Cape, who 
would have fegreted him till I was gope, or 
even by the flaves who would have roafted and 
eaten him. 

Poor Kees appeared t^ have a melancholy 
fenfe of his flavery. Boers, indeed, had pro- 
vided him with a very handfome kennel j but 
. Vol, I. C is 
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is there ariy enjoyment without liberty I My 
ape, befides, poffeflcd a ckgrce of moral per- 
ception, which rendered his lituation more 
painful than it would have been to a vulgar 
ape. The moment he faw me, he flew the 
whole length of his chain to meet me ; and k 
was me in particular that he feemcd to upbraid 
with ingratitude for his captivity. The period . 
of rendering him happy every day drew nearer^ 
I hardened myfelf againft his ijnportunities> 
for I loved him too well to give him an impru- 
dent teftimony of my afFedion. 

In reality, I fliould have had every thing to 
fear if I had had the weaknefs to have yielded 
to pity. He might have efcaped of his own 
accord. A fentinlent ftill ftronger than friend- 
Ihip might every inftant have allured him a- 
way. It is not with the ape as with other do- 
pieftic animals, whom inftinft attaches to the 
foil "where they have been brought up, and , 
who always return to it j whether, like the dog^ 
they have greater fondnefs for the mafter thaft 
the houfe ; or, like the cat, more attachment to 
the Jioufe than the mafter. The ape^ on the 
contrary, indocile and refraSory, incapable of 
lafting remembrance either of the one or df 
the other, retams a propenfity to independencfii? 
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which the mildeft education, or the tcndercft 
treatment cannot correct Befjdes, refembling 
in fome degree man,* in the formation and ufe 
of his members, he is like him alfb in the fa- 
cuky of propagating at all times his fpecies; 
and the reverfe, therefore, of other animals^ 
who, in this refpedt, are in a (late of virtual in- 
capacity, except in the fixed and periodical fea- 
fons which nature has afBgned them. Kees 
had ft ill his virginity, and had never known, 
pleafyre. The flighteft fpark would have fet 
him on fire j an inftant was fufficient to con- 
Vert him into a libertine ; and if^ with all the 
ixidifcretioti and vivacity of youth, he had once 
lufted after a female, h;s mafter would foon 
have been forgotten ; he would have fol- 
lowed her into the depth of the woods, and 
would never more have returned. Extremely 
fond of Kees, and unable to prevail on myfelf 
to lofe him, I ufcd my power a? a dcfpot, and 
chained him up that I might difpofe of him aa 
I liked. 

The reader will forgive thefe details. They 
are intereftiftg to a traveller like myfelf, whp 
has no brilliant exploits to relate, and no, 
wilderaefs of invention in which to lofe him^ 

C 3 Every : 
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Everyday I became more occupied with tlbr 
excurfion I had in view. This new entcrprife 
required numerous preparations. I flattered 
myfdf that in a few days they would all be 
completed. The fatigues of my former expe- 
cHtion were as perfedly diflSpated as if it 
had been undertaken ten years ago. At length 
Iwas ready to depart. 

Unfortunately it was the drieft feafon of the 
year. Such of the inhabitants to whom I had 
communicated ray projeds, and who were 
moft interefted in my welfare, notwithftanding 
the defire they felt that I fhould complete my 
difcoveries, were continually ^irging me to 
wait for a more favourable period. The wea- 
ther, they faid, was inaufpicious and unfeafon- 
able. As if the weather and feafons which pre- 
vailed at the Cape, and in the neighbourhood 
of the fea, muft neceflarily be the fame at the 
diftance of fome hundreds of leagues in the in- 
terior of Africa. I had already fome experi- 
ence upon the fubjefl: ; but I was weak enough 
to yield to the perfuafions of thefe over-timid 
friends. Another projed inftantaneoufly oc- 
curred to my mrnd. I accordingly deferred 
my departure till the feafon arrived that was 
reprefented as favourable, Jt will hereaftef be 
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ieeti jbow fatal was this procraftinatlon, and to 
what calamities it expofed both my people and 
me, 

I had refolyed to withdraw myfelf from the 
Cape. The circumftance by which I had been 
iaduced to adjourn my grand expedition^ was 
an additional motive with me to undertake an 
excurfion in the environs of the town. It would 
at leaft be food to mj inxpatience^ and I fhould 
find in this refour;ce, the only one that offered 
itfelf amidft the eternal wea.rifomc;nefe wit^i 
which I was befet^ fopie compenfation fo;r the 
.delay which the fe^fon had iqxpofed upon 
me. 1 had les^rnt, in the ihort cooverfation I 
had had with .Klaas, that the two IJottentots 
^o whoni I had confimitted the care pf my oxen, 
and the equipage of n[iy caravan, waiting the 
fignal for a fecon^ expedition, had conduced 
my cattle tothepafl;uresof Groene-kloof, and 
that my goats^ agreeable to my diredions, had 
^remained in 3wart-land, under the eye of my 
friend Slaber, who, uniform in hifi^zeal to ferve 
,me, had taken charge of them. 

What reproaches did I not caft upon myfelf 

for having negledled, fmce my return to the 

Cape, this worthy and refpedable friend ! By 

wJ^at bufmefs, what neceffity, what laws of de- 

C 3 * corum, 
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corum, what infatuation of good company, had 
I been fo long prevented the paying hin^ a vi- 
fit ? Where could I tafte a more pure and ge* 
jiuine pJeafure than under the roof of this ho- 
neft planter, who, after niy misfortune at Sal- 
danha bay, when 1 had loft every thing I pot- 
felfed, and was wandering in a ftrange land| 
\vithout afyli^m, without money, without 
friends, without any kind of refource, favedmc 
at once from finking indefpair? Therecoliec^ 
tipn of this virtuous African occafioned nie the 
jnoft poignant regret. I flew to his habitation, 
which received for the third time one of hi$ 
deareft children. The careflcs of thischarm^ 
ing family were beftowed on me in ptofufion. 
From the furprife and joy they exhibited, ah4 
the fudden diforder that prevailed in the houfe, 
one might have fuppofed it to be the celebra- 
tion of an ancient feftival, or the return of fomb 
important perfonage from ^n illuftrious e?cpe- 
dition. Nothing' was thought of but how to 
render my abode agreeably to me. The parties 
of pleafure that were mq^ within their Teach 
and my own, ^ere parties pf hunting. They 
(Contrived fuch ^s were particularly amufing. 
A fober and tranquil excurfioii now and tlfirti 
interrupted tl)ie labour of this more fatiguin|^: 
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employment. The amiable daughters of Sla- 
ber were the direftors of thefe excurfions, and 
there was a finefle and a grace in their con- 
trivances for this purpofe, that one could 
fearcely have expeded from women £b remote 
firoqa the cuftoms and coquetry of Europe* 
For example, they imagined they could not 
prefentto the regards of their impatient and hu« 
niourouS;gueft8, a fpeStacle better calculated to 
prolong kls vifk than that of his own horfe$ 
browfingin the fields near their habitation. 
ITh^y led me, without my having the le;^!! 
fiifpicion of the matter, to an agreeable afcent, 
w^epe J found my little ftock in the moft en- 
ri^i^ ftate ^f fidicity land fatnefs. They w^e 
ibd^bted for their profperity to the pcrfonal at-^ 
tention^ of my fair friends. We came nearer, 
md a new fiibjcia pnefented itfidf to my fur- 
prife. Many of niy female goats had yeaned^ 
«nd brought me fpm^ny kids. No m^n who 
iias not been in th& fame fituatioa can feel 
JSfim I feJt at this tim*e. My animals were 
the onJy poffelfioits th^ had never occafionecj 
«ie regret, mortification, or une3iii>€fp. Th? 
benefit I had derived from my goats 'm my firft 
^ouTBcy, »fliired me of die ftiliirieneyv^ ,an4 
and moK ooafidfirabkbcnd&teI;&oByi^ 
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receive* It is with pleafure I dwell upon this 
incident. May future travdlers derive inftruc- 
tion from it j for, however ingenious nxaybe- 
their precautions in other refped?, they muft 
expert to fufFer amidft the defarts of Africa, if 
they do not provide chemfelves with oxen as 
friends, and young goats as play- fellows. 

It was at laft neceflary to tear myfelf from 
this incomparable family, whom I promifed 
more than once to call upon, in the courfe of 
my rambles round the Cape. I kept my word. 
This tranquil and auguft habitation, indeed, like 
an irrefiftible loadftone, often attraded me ^t a 
confiderable diftance, and 1 experienced no 
fubje£t of pleafure that I did not haftentode- 
pofit in the bofom of the c^Ieftial fociety that 
occupied it. 

I have fomewhere faid, that one of the men 
who were moft attached to me, and frona 
whom 1 had derived the greateft fervices in 
periods of danger, was old Swanapoel. I 
had difpatched one of his comrades to requeft 
him to come to me at the Cape. He haftened 
thither immediately. I confidered it as parti-- 
cularly incumbent upon me to recompenfe hig 
fidelity j and in telling him that we were tq 
depart together upon a fecond expedition, I 
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gave him a proof of my friendlhip that waf 
by no means trivial. 

An ' unfortunate event had formerly takei| 

place; that had nearly coft him his life. la 

the heat of a quarrel, and from a fuddea 

impulfe of anger, he had ftruck a Jlottentot 

woman, who had died in confequence o£ 

the blow. The circumftance having been re*- 

prefented, in an unfavourable light, to the 

juftice of the cinton, who had. no great 

Icindnefs for him, poor Swanapoel was fen-^ 

tenced to be banifhed, for the reft of his days, 

to Roben ifland. He had already refided 

there feveral years, when the declaration of 

war between England and Holland caufed the 

Ifland to be evacuated, and the convidls to be 

conveyed on board the company's fhips. It 

was at this period that I entered upon my firft 

travels. I have fufficiently fpoken of him in 

the courfe of my narrative j and fo honeftly 

did he difcharge the oflSces I appointed him, 

that I confidered his crime, which was known 

to me, as having long been expiated. My 

friend, the fifcal, who had enquired into the 

particulars of the old man's ftory, did not 

vv^t fpr piy report of his charajSer to do him 

fpqip 
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(bmc degree a£ jiiflice. Softening, en mjf 
account, the laws of which he was tibe intctf 
preter, he granted me, before I had time to 
fequdl it, Swanapoel's liberty, as long as I 
£iould haYie need of Jiis ferrices during mj 
abode in A£riau I piX)mHed oa m^^'retuni to 
apply to the goverarocat In hir beh^: bat 
^Dona&er, by an impuKeof generofity that I 
ecnild hardly expaS:, Boers fet him compldtdj 
jEt liberty. -He did more: affbAed even to 
tears by the account I gam ibm of this man's 
fxmd\iQ:^ he was defuDui of reconapenfing bis 
fiddity to me by a pr^Tent) which lie aftec- 
iwands made hiBa, of a complete 'fet of traTcfing 
jyccotttr6ment&,.aad by an order that he fiiould 
receive arrears of pay for *be wihole ikooe 
Jtiat he iiad been with me* Sosch 'vncsce rthe 
jfleficate and provident attentions by wikh fny 
irieikd«, in emulation of each other, foiaght 
to encouragje my j&eal, by intetefting in my 
iaTour, m a thoufand ways, ^ comp^uiions I 
jhad dxd^n to partake of jny dangers : adad 
thus, by afcribing to me all the merit of 
aSlons of which I was but the objed:, did 
they artfully inftill beforehand into my Hot-" 
tentots, that fpirit of fwbopdic^ioo aod «d>edi* 

cnccj^ 
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eacc, wkhoust which no travcflCT in Afiica caa 
lextend hh cbrervations beyond the limits of 
^ colony. 

To enhance the favour, the fiical had left 
entirely to me the pleafure of commimica^i^ 
this intelligewGe, fo agreeable to the perfoa 
whom it particularly conceraed. How fwea 
is the recovery of freedom and honour! 
Scarcely hnd I uttered the words, youuzrejh^; 
^arcely had Ibegun to relate what my friend 
had done for him, than, impelled by gratitude, 
^nd as if reftored to new life, the old roan 
threw hinrieif upon my neck, whkh 1^5 
bathed with his te^irs. I was ftrongly Im- 
preffed and agitated. It feemed as if it were 
I that had been torn from banifhment ani 
reftored to feciety. All the evils I had 4eKp©- 
rienced on board Ae Middlefeur g were at <)ncB 
piaured to tny mind, I looked back, dirougli 
^ period of two years, to that diiaftrous mo^ 
ment, when I had myfelf ftood in need «f i^ 
pity of manHnd j ^ moment fo fatal, tl|4jt it 
was impoffibl? for me to fuppofe I fliouid^oac 
day have an opportunity of exercising t0wiwl|^; 
another the fame commiferation, at onc$.fe 
tigitural ?uid affc^lipg, 9s I then experienced - 

Whet: 
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When the emotion of Swanapoel Was forne^ 
what appeafed, and he was capable of attend- 
ing to me, I told him my projects, and, 
promiied he fhould accompany me. In my 
grand expedition indeed this was imppffible. 
From its uncertainty and the difficulties ths* . 
might attend it, and confidering too his 
advanced agie and the fatigues of our former 
journey, I could not think of taking him fo 
far. But the colony afforded a field fu£- 
ficiently ample for me to be defirous of availing 
myfelf onc« more of his fervices. I fliould 
have been hateful to my own eyes if^ at a 
time when he had fo much reafon to rejoice, 
and whei;i there yet remained of life a fliort 
interval which be might fpei^d in tranquillity 
and honour in the bofom of his family^ I had 
cxpofed him at a diftance to the ri{k of pe- 
liftiing. The offer I pxade l^im of our tra- 
verfmg the colony together feemed perfeftly 
to fatisfy him ; or at jeaft if he felt mortified 
at the idea that I flbould take him no farther, 
lie was careful to conceal it, and even after- 
wards, in his intercourfe with my people, not; 
gi word of difcontent efcaped his lips. 

j. Jjiavp ?ilre2idy explained, in my former 

A^trxative, 
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canlative, the reafons that induced me to ad- 
here inflexibly to my plan, of keeping at a 
diftance from the habitations of the colony^ 
and of having no intercourfc with the planters^ 
Befide the interruptions and inconvcnieneeS' 
that their vifits would unavoidably occafion-, I 
had always a confiderable fpot of ground, 2^ 
fort of eftate, to overlook, which 1 never 
found in better order than when we had none 
of thefe neighbours about us^. It may be 
remembered what caufe I had to repent a 
deviation from this rule at Agter-Bruintjes- 
Hoogte. Though I had intercourfe with 
thefe planters for four hours only, it fpread: 
fuch a fpirit of infubordination in my camp, 
that it required all my firmnefs to recfta- 
bliQi order and a good underftanding. Ta 
this unlucky circumftance, to thefe firft fruits 
of fo dangerous a communication, do I owe 
the mi$fortune of never vifiting the coun- 
try of CafFraria, a country fo extremely cu- 
rious, as to merit of itfelf a feparate ex- 
pedition, and fo interefting, that I fhall 
all my life regret the not having l^awn^ 
it. 

In my prefent plan of traverfing the colony, 
properly fo called, and (ludying the humour 

of 
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of its haif faTa^,. half poti0ied inhnbita&ts^ t 
could not avoid incurring fucb rifks* I took 
care, however, to aflbciate with fuch Hot* 
tentots only from whom I had nothing to fear^ 
or whom I could dlfmifs at my pleafurc. This 
Kttle excurfion became everyday more intereft^ 
iogtome* It was in a manner the frame' 
of the grand pifture I was defirous df fketch* 
ing* To have rimbled, during my abode a£ 
the Cape, from habitation to habitation, ia 
the neighbourhood Qf the town, was little 
gratificaJtion ta me. I muft penetrate farther, 
and make the tour of the colony at large, to 
procure, if poffible, a topographical plan of 
it. A radius of forty or fifty leagues would 
be too infignificant a diftance to prevent my 
Mtuming the moment I delircd it ; and at 
prefent there feemed to be no plan better cat* 
culated to confole me under the mortificatioHv 
I fek from the fufpcnfion of my joiamcy 
into the defart* 

It was in this little enterprife I engaged 
SwanapoeK . I did fo with the lefs reludance^ 
sjB I confidered it only as a/ pleafant joutneyi 
that would be unaccompanied eithef with 
fatigue or danger. I allowed him a day oflf 
two to enjoy with his friends the liberty thai 

had 
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fiad Ijten conferred upon him^ and appointed 
his return as the fignal of our departure. He 
vrm exa<3: to his time^ and the moment he 
appeared we mounted our horfes. I took with 
me fuch conveniences and fuch preparations 
only as are indifpenfable when the intention is 
to pafs foctie time in the country. The colo- 
ny waft thonn^hly known to Swanapoel, who 
had advifcd me not to incumber myfclf with 
ufelefs luggage, affuring me that I £bould in 
all cafes find fufficicn( opportunities for the 
lupply of my wants, and be every where 
received with the kindeft and moft libera! 
hofpitaHty. The praiftice of this admirable 
virtue, which is almoft banifhed from the 
face of the earth, was of ufe to me on this 
occaiion ; but it would have been fatal to my 
people, whom it would have di%ufted with 
the fatigues they had to fhare with their chie&^ 
and inMibly prevented them firom follow* 
ing me. 

1 took the rout^ of Hottentot-Holland, ixh^ 
tending to proceed from thence to every point 
of the colony, as far as the Twenty- four Rivers^ 
and afterwards to return by vray of Swart- 
land, where I fhould have an opportunity ot 

once 
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once more repofing myfelf under the rooF of 
my worthy friend Slaber. 

I fhall enter into no particulars refpetfting^ 
the produdions of the different cantons, their 
ftate of cultivation, and other objects of whicb 
I have already treated* I ihall confine ^myfelf,^ 
in the few obfervations I have to make^ chiefly 
to the charader of the inhabitants, and their 
mode of living; digrefl[ing only for a moment 
to notice an excellent fpring of hot water 
which the company has converted into a 
bathing place for the fick, and which is 
therefore called the hot-baths. It was there 
that Boers, in a ftate of defpair, and aban* 
doned by his phyficians, recovered hi* 
health. How gladly would I have ereded 
fe temple upon this fpot, which had been 
the means of faving a valuable friend whom 
death had fo long perfecuted ! I would have 
furrounded it with a fence, and have had 
it deified. In -imitation of the charming 
-and magick ages of mythology, thofe days of 
profound and ingenious fidion, when rivuletSy 
brooks, and fountains, had each their fecret 
fymbols, and called to mind feme beneficent 
deity, I would have offered to the naiad q£ 

thefe 
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thcfe waters a homage that poftcrlty would 
perhaps have confec rated. 

In vifiting Franche-Ffoeck, I did not, as 
before, regard without intcreft that race of 
French refugees, formerly perfecuted by their 
unjuft country, dripped, profcribed, diflionour- 
ed as fo many wretches unworthy to exift. 
Vidims of fanaticifm and intolerance, and 
deftitute of every other refuge, they repaired 
to this miferable folitude, which the pity of 
fome neighbouring governments affigned 
them ; a pity which would have feared to 
have allowed them a relidence too near the 
feat of their original difafler. Banifhed from 
France, they have even forgotten the language ; 
but they have not forgotten their calamity. 
Their cuftotns they have borrowed from the 
Dutch, their original charader being totally 
loft ; but they are diftinguiftied, for the moft 
part, by the darknefs of their hair, which forms 
a ftriking contraft with the almoft white hair of 
the other inhabitants. It is thus that invifibly 
are deftroyed the modifications that the life of 
man receives from his government, his educa^ 
tion, and his laws. Every thing is gradually 
annihilated, recompofed, revived j a few tra- 

VoL. I. D , ditiona 
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^|ons only remain, a$ a folitaiy tcftimony 
through AiccefEye ages. 

The lot of thefe unhappy fugitives, mar- 
tyrs of their religion, whatever it be, who 
have forfaken every thing, even the tombs of 
their anceftors, to tranfplant themfelves to the 
extremities of Africa, excited in my breaft 
the moft tender commiferation, of which they 
little fufpeded the caufe. Since my return to 
France, though immenfc oceans feparate us 
from each other, this intereft has daily in- 
crcafed. Liberty would willingly efface the 
very remembrancel of fo daftardly a profcrip- 
tion. The younger children of thefe wretched 
parents will perhaps one day find, in their 
old country, the enjoyment of all the bleffings 
which the rage of priefts and the fatal com- 
plaifance of a defpot have robbed them of. 

I can no where fo properly relate as here 
the manner in which grants of land were 
formerly made in this fo long uncultivated 
country, and the ufages that ftill take place 
upon the fubjeft^ I could wifli the reader to * 
be particularly attentive to this account, in 
which he will difcover fomething of the ori- 
gin of human pofleffions and eftabliihments. 

I owe 
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I owe it to chance, which dircfted my ftcp$ 
to the Rooye-Zand, or Red-fand colony. 

Fatigued with the extreme heat of the 
weather, and defirous of refting myfelf, I 
one day at noon entered an habitation that*' 
offered itfelf, where it was my intention to 
remain till the cool of the evening. There was 
nobody in the houfe but a young woman, of 
a charming figure, and who appeared to be 
about lixteen years of age. I paid my refpedts 
to her^ and, agreeably to the cuftoms of the 
country, faluted her. My eyes involuntarily 
wandered round the room. Conceiving that 
my aftonifhment arofe from the circumftance 
of her being alone, fhe anticipated what fhe 
imagined I was about to fay, by telling me 
that her father and mother were abfent upon 
bufinefs. Surprifed they fhould be from 
home in the burning heat of the day, I afked 
by what accident they had been compelled to 
leave her. " ^Vhy," faid fhe, "we were 
" told this morning that fomebody had plant- 
" ed a baaken (aftake) upon our eftate; an4 
" my parents, alarmed at the intelligence, - 
♦* immediately fet off to enquire upon the 
" fpot into the truth of the report." At a 
lofs to conceive how a flake driven into the 

D 2 ground 
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ground. could be of fo much importance as to 
oblige thefe planters, contrary to their ufual 
cuftom, to expofe themfelves to the intenfe 
heat of the fun, and even to abandon their 
daughter, I replied very fimply, that if one 
man, paffing by, had planted this ftake, the 
next f omer would perhaps take it away again, 
and that there was nothing in the circumftance 
fo extremely urgent, I even offered, if her pa- 
rents did not fucceed in difcovering it, to pull 
it up myfelf if I pafled that way. The bufmefs, 
fhe faid, depended neither upon them, upon 
me, nor any other perfon. But her father^ 
ihe added, would, fhortly be at home, who 
would give me a more particular hiftory of 
the baaken. Meanwhile (he invited me to take 
fome refrefliment, and to bear her company. 

Her parents, as (he had fuppofed, foon ar- 
rived. The fathe* careffed her for detaining 
me, and I was loaded with civilities on the 
part of the mother. We fat down to 
table. An unreftrained cheerfulnefs prefided 
at the meal. The melancholy affair that had 
occafioned fuch alarm was arranged^ and all 
parties fatisfied. 

I longed for the promifed hiftory of the 
ftake. Thefe good people are flow in their 

motions, 
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motions, and it was not till after many pre- 
ambles, in which however I gave myfelf up 
to the moft charming diftradions, that my 
hoft began as follows, 

" You muft know,'' faidhe, " that, in this 
*' country, to fee and to poffefs are nearly 
** the fame thing. ,When an inhabitant of 
" the Cape wants to obtai^ a fpot of ground 
** in the colony, whether for agriculture or 
** for grazing, he travcrfes different cantons, to 
" look out for a fituation that may fuit him. 
*' When he has found it, he fets up what is 
" called a baaken, as much as to fignify to 
** any one who may be looking out with a 
** iimilar purpofe, that the fpot is already 
•* occupied. Then he returns to the Cape, 
" and applies to the government for a regular 
** permiffion and title- This fort of folicita- 
** tion is feldom refufed ; but, as the grants of 
** uncultivated ground made by the company 
" are ufually a league fquare, it happens, 
" fometimes from miftake and fometimes from 
** malice, that the baaken has been fet up upon 
" the ground of a former proprietor ; or that 
" in the circumference granted him, of which 
** the baaken is the centre, fome part of ano- 
** ther man's land is included. In this cafe, 

D3 ** to 
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" to terminate the difpute, arbitrators are fent 
•• for, and a decifion obtained. If. the quef- 
" tion be not much involved, a compromife 
** is eafily made ;^but in many cafes it happens 
** otherwife. Then commences a regular 
** fuit- at law, and an eternal fubjed of va- 
" riance and hatred between the two parties* 
** Another misfortune in fuch cafes is, that 
*' the original proprietor is rarely at liberty to 
" quit his farm, and to undertake the ma- v 
" nagement of his own caufe, which affured- 
*' ly he is the perfon to underftand beft. 
*' The trial, however, goes on, and the ad- 
" vocate, who Jias frequently never feen the 
** fpot, acquits himfelf as well as he can. 
•* The judge, who is equally in the dark, 
" gives fentence accordingly ; and thus your 
** Europeans, who think that no people have 
" underftanding and reafon but themfelves, 
** forget that they have not lefs a monopoly. 
" of corruption and vice. The fimpleft dit 
** putes often terminate in the ruin of fami- 
** lies, while nobody gains by them, except 
" it be the judge, whofe trade thrives upon 
" this fpecies of nourifhment. The planters, 
" on the other hand, whofe condition re- 
^* moves them fron^ the buftle, fubtlety, and 
o " intrigue 
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" intrigue of large towns, fettle thefc things 
*' in the cleareft and moft fagacious manner, 
" with no other indrudor but good fenfe, 
** and no other guide but reafon." Philofo* 
pher as my hoft affeded to be, and though 
his countenance, which became animated at 
every ftroke of fatirethat efcaped /him againft 
the inftitutions of fociety, was expreflivc of 
confiderable energy, candour, and good fenfe, 
I have taken the liberty of abridging his nar- 
rative, leavihg it to the reader's imagination 
to fupply what I have omitted. 

I proceeded on my journey in the evening, . 
after receiving a kifs of peace and good will 
from the whole family. 

From Rooye-Zand I pafled into the canton 
of the Twenty- four- Rivers, the moft pleafant 
fpot, beyond difpute, in the Dutch fettle- 
ment. It derives its name from the numerous 
ftreams by which it is watered; and hence we 
may judge how produdive and pidurefqiie it 
muft be. The principml canals, alfo, by the 
drains which are judicioufly cut, convey 
abundance and fertility to all the cultivated 
grounds in the neighbouring farms ; and the 
inhabitants exercife confiderable fkill in in- 
creding or diminiffeing the body of thefe wa- 
D 4 ters. 
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ters, fo favourable to their crops. In no part 
of the colony do the meadows enjoy the fame 
degree of fmiling verdure ; the freflinefs of 
which is fuch, that the fight alone is fufficient, 
in this burning climate, to fafcinate the eye 
of the traveller, charm his imagination, and 
'adually fufpend his fatigues. The canton of 
the Twenty-four- Rivers is the Eden of Africa, 
where we walk through groves of pampelmoes'^ ^ 
citrons, and oranges ; where the fmell is de- 
licioufly regaled by the perfume of the flowers, 
and where a flight fliade invites to repofe, to 
thoughtfulnefs, and meditation. Everything 
round thefe gardens equally tends to fupport 
the delufion of enchantment. The eye ex- 
fends to a difl:ance, and beholds a magnificent 
horizon. Some rifing hills embellifti and di- 
verfify the plains, which are bounded by 
mountains, the fummits of which are hid 
among the clouds. We find at our feet 
whatever is neceflary to our wants, or that 
conftitutes the enjoyment and luxury of life. 
The attradion of this fpot is fo great, that 
we cannot help wifliing we could build an ha- 

* A fpccies of citron that bears in the Weft-India 
Iflands the name pf (haddock : the fruit is larger than the 
orange, of a redder pulp, and a bitterifh favour. T. 

bitation 
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bitation and refide there for ever. The hcmfcs 
are clofer together, and are gradually increas- 
ing j fo thatl {hould not wonder if they were 
fliortly to exhibit the fpedacle of a fecond 
town in the colony, and the valley of the 
Twenty - four - Rivers become at laft the 
richeft and moft populous country in the en- 
virons of the Cape, 

1 have faid, that it was my intention to 
return by way of Swart-Land to the Cape, and 
fpend a few days with my good friends, or 
rather, as I may call them, my good rela- 
tions, the Slabers. Among the diverfions in 
which we w^re accuftomed to engage together, 
there was one that, at the time it was propof- 
ed, and even after I had made the experiment, 
fmgularly aftonifhed me. They had promifed 
to procure me fome birds, which were not ia 
my coUedion, and which were unknown to 
me. Whenever a novelty of this kind was 
the queffion, I was always prepared the inftant 
it was ftarted. Accordingly I took up my 
fowling-piece, and was ready to be gone. 
*• Stop," faid they j ** leave if you pleale 
" your fire-arms, which will only incom- 
" mode us. The chace to which we itivite 
** you is of a new kind; having never feen 
•' it, you will make but a forry figure. Folio^ 



*f us 
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\9 us then, and be fatisfied for once with being 
^y an humble fpedator." 

My guide yoked his oxen, and we fet off; 
he with a long and enormous whip, which 
the planters make ufe of, and which I have 
already defcribedj. I with notning but a ftick, 
which ferved me as a cane. Arrived at the 
fcene of , adtion, he took his plough, and 
began to trace out a furrow. The new earth 
no fooner appeared, than I faw a vaft quantity 
of very fmall birds flock together from every 
fide, and almoft alight upon the plough-fhare, 
which they eagerly followed. Of what eould 
thefe birds, be in purfuit, that neither the 
inftrument which was in motion, nor the 
man who directed it, could terrify them? 
Alas ! they darted to the ground to devour 
creatures animate like themfelves, the maggots^ 
worms, and infeds which the plough expofed 
to their viewi So unexpeded a fight was al- 
moft perfed ecftacy. It had one alloy, however. 
Empty-haiided and without weapons, I wa$ 
obliged"paflively t-d contemplate theie devourers 
of infedls, without being able to fecure one of 
them. Thefe birds were killing animals 
weaker than theihfelvesj I was defirous of 
killing, the birds ; while perhaps behind me 
was fomemore ferocious bead longing to treat 

me 
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me with the fame kindnefs. Without the 
flighted preamble, Slaber coolly afked me 
which of the birds I ihould like to have. I 
ventured to po|nt one out, though I had no 
doubt he was laughing at me. Immediately^ 
flourifhing his enormous whip, he brought to 
the ground with a fingle ftroke the very fame 
bird. In twenty inftances that I put his ikill 
to the' proof, he never once miffed his aim. 
This dexterity of the whip, indeed, is an 
acquirement general among the planters; but 
Slaber was an adept in the exercife, whom I 
never faw furpaflTed. It forms an article in the 
education of their youth, and is in my opinion 
of more worth than the imbecil fports of our 
fchools and colleges. I fhall return again to 
this fubjeft hereafter, thinking it entitled to a^ 
minuter invcftigation. 

There are fome cantons, meanwhile, in 
which this art is much lefs pradifed than in 
others. All the planters have neither the fame 
, occupations nor the fame ufages. They lead, 
indeed, for the moft part^ a life fimpleatid uni- 
form \ there are points of contaft and habits 
of refemblance that apply to them all ; on the 
other hand, they differ according to their ori- 
gin; and though the monotony of their life ex- 
tends 
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tends over the whole furface of the colony, and 
they, in confequence, exhibit at firft fight to 
the traveller no difcriminate features, there are 
neverthelefs fliades that deferve to be pointed 
out, and which may ferve the better to make 
known the charader of this as yet new nation. 

The planters of the Cape 'may be divided 
into three clafles; thofe who refide in the vi- 
cinity of the Cape, within a diftance of five or 
fix leagues ; thofe wjio live farther off in the 
interior parts of the colony ; and, laftly, thofe 
who, more diftant ftill, are found at the ex* 
tremity of the frontiers among the Hottentots. 

The firft, who are opulent propiietors, and 
have handfome coiintry-houfes, may be likened 
to what was formerly called in France petits 
feigneurs Jerriers^ and differ extremely from 
the other planters in eafe and lujfury, and par- 
tfculariy in their manners, which are haughty 
and difdainful. Such is the refult of wealth. 
The fecond, fimple, kind, hofpitable, are cul- 
tivators, who live upon the fruits of their la- 
bour. Here we have an example of the good 
cffeds of mediocrity. The laft, poor enough, 
yet too indolent to derive fqjbfiftancfe from the 
foil, have no other refource than the produce 
of fome cattlcj which they feed as they can. 

Like 
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Like theBeduln Arabs, they think much of 
the trouble of driving them from canton to 
canton, and from one pafturage to another. 
This wandering life prevents them from build- 
ing any fettled habitations. When their flocks 
oblige them to fojourn for a while in the fame 
place, they conftruft, in hafte, a rude kind of 
hut, which they cover with matts, after the 
manner of the Hottentots, whofe cuftoms they 
have adopted, and from whom they in no re- 
fpedt differ, but in their complexion and fea- 
tures. And here the evil is, that there is no 
precife fituation in focial life to which thcfe 
miferabje beings belong. 

Thefe fluggifli tribes are held in horror by 
their induftrious neighbours, who dread their 
approach, and remove as far from them as 
they can ; becaufe, having no property of their 
own, they fteal without fcruple that of others, 
and, when in want of pafturage for their cattle, 
conduit them fecretly to the firft cultivated 
piepe of ground that comes in their way. They 
flatter themfelves they flball not be difcovercd, 
and they remain till every thing is devoured. 
• If deteded in their thefts, fquabbles and con- 
tentions enfue, and afterwards a fuit at law, in 
which} recourfe is had to the magiftfate (//r^ , 
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fart)y and which commonly terminates in mal> 
ing thi:ee men enemies, the robber^ the perfon 
robbed, and the judge. 

Nothing can be fo mean and cringing as the 
condu<3: of the firft defcription of planters, when 
they have any thing to tranfa£t with the prin* 
cipar'officers of the company, who may have 
fome influence over their lot j and nothing {o 
abfurdly vain and fo fuperlatively infolent as 
their behaviour to perfons from whom they 
have nothing to hope and nothing to fear. 
Proud of their "wealth, fpoiled by refiding near 
a town, from whence they have imbibed only 
a luxury that has corrupted^ and vices that have 
degraded them, it is particularly towards ftran- 
gers that they exei^cife their furly and piti* 
ful arrogance* T*hough neighbours to the 
planners who inhabit the interior of the coun- 
try, you muft not fuppofe they regard them as 
brethren ; on the contrary, in the true fpirit of 
contempt, they have given them the name of 
Rauw-boer, a word anfwering to the loweft 
defcription of clown* Accordingly, when 
thcfe honed cultivators come to the town upon 
any kind of bufinefs, they never ftop by the 
way at the houfes of the gentry I am fpeaking 
of; they know too well the infulting manner 

in 
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in which they would be received. One might 
fuppbfe them to be two inimical nations, alway$ 
at war, and of whom fome individuals only 
met at diftant intervals, upon bufinefs that re- 
lated to their mutual interefts.^ 

What difgufts me the more in the iofolence 
of thefe x^fricans is, that the majority of them 
are defcended from that corrupt race of men, 
taken from prifons and hofpitals, whom the 
Dutch company, defirous of forming a fettle- 
ment at the Cape, fent thither to begin, at their 
rifk and peril, the population of the country* 
This fhameful emigration, of which the period 
is not fo remote but that many circumftancet 
of it are remembered, ought, I conceive, to 
render particularly modeft' thofe who are in 
the moft diftant manner related to it* On the 
contrary, it is this very idea that moft eontri* 
butes to their arrogance ; as if they flattered 
themfelves that, under the guife of fupercilious 
manners, they could hide the abjeftnefs of their 
origin. If a ftranger arrives at the Cape, with 
the defign of remaining and fettling there, they 
conceive him to be driven from his country 
by the fame wretched circumftances which for^ 
merly banifhed their fathen^, and they treat 
him with the moft fovereign contempt. 

This 
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This melancholy failing is the more to be 
Jamented, as the contagion has fpread through 
ialmoft every refidence about the Cape, which 
is in reality a very charming canton. Embel- 
liflied by cultivation, by its numerous vine- 
yards and pleafant country-houfes, it every 
where exhibits fo varied and delicious a pro- 
fpeft, that, were it occupied by other inhabit- 
ants, it would excite no fenfations but thofe 
ofpleafure. 

I myfelf even, whom no interefted motives 
had brought to the Cape, who had nothing to 
zfk of them, and who had come into Africa 
for the fole purpofe of ftudying nature, 'was 
once fubjeded to the impertinence of their re- 
ceptions, and learned from experience of what 
it confided. The adventure is pleafant : I have 
often laughed at it with Boers, and fhall di- 
grefs for a moment to relate it; ""' 

One day my friend took me to fee the fa- 
mous vineyard of Conftantia, and introduced 
me to the proprietor* We were received by 
him, not only with the fame attention and re- 
fpedful manner that all the inhabitants of the 
colony fhowed towards its principal magiftrates," 
but he was eager to lead us over the immenfe 4 
sellars, fo wide that the heavi^ft waggon might 

t-urn 
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turn round in them, and to (how us the enor- 
mgw caflcs, with hoops of brafs extrcTjely 
bright, and the age of the wine marked upoa 
«ch caft, with legal atteftations. 

The nanie of this man was Cloete. Whett 
bufmefs of any kind called him to the town^ 
which was frequent, he feldom failed to pay 
his court to the fifcal, and in thecourfe of thefe 
vifits he pretended to be extremely defirous of 
iieing me again at his houfe, at Conftantia. 
Finding little attraction in the beauty of a cel- 
lar, c^^ cafk, I had always excufcd myfelfi 
But one day he was fo urgent in his entreaties, 
and propofed, in fo obliging a manner, a hunt, 
in which his fons were to accompany me, and 
which ^romifed confiderable amufemdnt, with- 
out requiring either preparations or expence, 
that I fufFered myfelf to be prevailed upon, and 
fixed a day with him. 

I kept my word, and repaired to Conftantia 
at the appointed time, in company with 
Larcher, one of Boers's friends. Upon enter- 
ing the habitation of our hoft, how great was 
our furprife at the parade of oftentatious gran- 
: deur, and the air of ftately fuperiority, with 
which we were received, and which formed a 

A^o;:-. I. E fingulaj 
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fmgular contraft with the hutnble knd fubmil^ 

rive demeanour I had obferved in him at tte 
.fifcars* Once returned to his domains, and 

finding himfelf more at his eafe, this petty po- 
,4€ntate forgot, in a moment, both the town and 

his fuperlors. 

We confidercd this reception as an irifuk. 

• In the firft emotions of difpleafure, I hefitated 
. whether to flay or go } an4 confulting the looks 

of my companion, whofe eyes in like manner 
fcemed to be interrogating mine, J waited only 
for his fignal to determine me: but, when re- 
fledtipn had calmed a little our refentment, we 
thought it much better to ftay,and amuleour- 
felves even with the haughtinefs of this lordly 
vine-drefler. 

. The fupper was fpkndid. There was an 

.abundance and variety of difties, elfeg^nce in 

the decorations, and every thing fuitable. The 

.object of this pageantry and magnificence was 

. to dazzle and leflen us. So little did the pleafuf e 

€f his infignificam guefts enter into the account, 

that we were ferved with the common wine of 

the country, while he had the impudence ta 

drink himfelf, before our eyes^ fome choice 

' Bordeaux, which his flaves poured out for hiiA. 

• ^ . Having 
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• Having left the table, and retired to our apart^ 
ment, we found this adventure ftill more amuf- 
ing than it was grofs. We refolved, however, 
to be even with our hoft, and to read him, in 
return, a ufeful leflbn. He had promifed to 
,vifit us at the Cape, and we formed the plan, 
.in recompenfe for his wine of Bordeaux, to 
prefent him with fome wine of the worft 
fpecles that cpuld be procured ; which, if it 
did not infpire gaiety, was at leaft calculated to 
infpire wiidom into the inflated brain of this 
African Jppiter. 

But how great was our aftonifliment when 
we awoke in the morning, and were faluted 
with a moil admirable concert playing under 
our windows ! Delighted with the enchant- 
ing founds, we endeavoured to guefs their 
caufe. We afked each other, how it could 
happen that this fatrap, the night before, ihould 
have (hown himfelf fo haughty, and now dif- 
play the moft refined attention ? We concluded, 
that either his rudenefs was the affair of a day, 
or that, being fobered by a night's reft, he haft^ 
cned to obliterate from our minds the negli- 
gence with which wc had been treated. Our 
X conjectures and our praifes were of fhoxt du- 

E 2 ration* 
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nation ^ The c^oncert was intended for the 
amiifciiiient of our hoft, and not for 6tHrs j aii^ 
tMs Was iw)t th€ firll time that it bad feluted 
the walls of his palace. This great man Wj^ 
accuftomcd to be thus awaked every mt^iti- 
img ; and he retamaJy for the expreft pur- 
pofe, fifteen flaves particuFafi'Fy ^^Hul in triuv 
fitsA execution* 

Befcre we fet out on our return, we fotind 
cur prince laying afide a part of his dignity. 
Perhaps he faw the eSed: that his gr&nd airs had 
produced on me and* my companion. He was 
afraid that at the Capewe fhouW be difpofed 
to kmuf^ the tfown^& people at his expence ; atid^ 
for a parting ghife, he prefented m Vith thfe 
ehoiceft pr6duce of hiscelkr ; the wine fo much 
celebrated in Europe, a^nd which often lemis its 
name to the m6ft impudent counterfeits, whicb 
are offered to us witfe the higheft ofteotatioa. 

What I have faid of the difguftiftg and ak- 
furd pride of the pknters near the Cape, muft^ 
not be appKed fo ihem all indifcrimina^tely.. 
There ai^ fome^ who, by no means, deferve 
the reproach ; and in this number I partici^- 
larly include Becker, whofe houfe is the abod^^* 
^ eafe and <5ordiaUty, No honeft ftranger^ 

eve» 
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<i^rcr eaters it without experiep^ipg thole pfcaf- 
ing attentions, th^ refult at once of politenefg' 
ajui generoiity. Becker, liowever, was aof 
born at the Cape, but is, I believe, a Germaa. - 
As we advance into the country, the planter^ 
are a fort offarna^rs; and cpnlUtu^^ by their 
manners, cuftoms and occupations, a cl^^fs by 
themfelves, perfedly diftin<3: from th^t I 
have been defcribing. Situated fs^rther fron* 
the Gape J and, of confequence, not having 
the fame opportunities for difpofing pf their 
commodities, they are left rich than the firft. 
We fee ;^mong them none of thofe agreeable 
country-houfes, which, placed at different di(- 
tances from the town, .embellifh the country as 
we pafs, ^nd afford fucH charming profpeds.. 
Their habitation, which is about the fize of ^ 
large coai^hrhoule, is covered with thatch, an^ 
divided into three rooms by meatus of two par* 
titions, v/hich reach only to a certain height. 
. The middle apartment, in which is the en^ 
trance to the hpufe, ferves ^t once both as a 
parlour and eating-room# It is there that th^ ^ 
family refide during the day, and that they re.- 
ceive their te^^ and other vifitors. Of the two 
ptj^^l* rooms, one forms a chamber for the male 
E 3 children^ 
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children, and the other for the females^ 
with the father and mother. At the back 
of the middle apartment is a farther room, ferv- 
ing for a kitchen. The reft of the building 
confifts of barns and ftables. 

Such is the diftribution which is generally 
followed in the interior plantations of the co- 
lony : but nearer to the frontiers, where there 
does not prevail the fame eafe of circumftances, 
the habitations are much lefs commodious. 
They are merely a barn, confifting of a finglc 
room, without any diyificn, in which the whole 
family live together, without feparating, either 
day or night. 'Ihcyfleep upon iheep-lkins, 
which fervc them alfo for covering. 

The drefs of thefe planters is fimple and 
ruftic. That of the men confifts of a check 
ihirt, a waiftcoat with fleeveis, a large pair of 
trowfers, and a hat half unlooped. The wo- 
men have a petticoat, a jacket fitted to their 
fbape, and a little round bonrtet of muflin. 
Uhlefs upon extraordinary occafions, neither 
fcx wears ftockings. During a part of the 
year, the women even walk with their feet 
quite naked. The occupations of the men re- 
ijuirc that theirs fhould have fome covering ; 

and 
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Mid this covering they make from a piece of 
the hide of an ox, applied and (haped to the 
foot foon after the animal is killed, and while' 
the hide is yet frefli. Thefe fandals are the 
©nly article of their drefs which they make 
themfelves ; the reft is the bufinefs of the wo* 
men, who cut out and prepare their whole 
wardrobe. Though the equipment I have 
mentioned conftitute the every-day drefs of 
the planter, he ha^, however, a coat of hand- 
fome blue cloth, which he wears upon days of 
gala and ceremony. He has then alfo ftock- 
ings and fhoes, and is dreffed exadly like an^ 
European. But this finery never makes its 
appearance but when he goes to the Cape j 
and then, indeed, is not put on till hp amve§ 
at the entrance of the town. 

It is commonly in thefe journeys that they 
purchafe fuch things as they may want to refit 
their wardrobe. There is, at the Cape, as well 
as in Paris and London^-a fpeciea of old^^clQthes-: 
men, who deal in commodities of this fort; 
and who, from their enormous profits, and the 
extortion they pradife, have obtained the name 
of Capfc-Smoufc^ or Cape Jews. Thefe traf- 
fickers contrive, at all times, to fell their goods 

E 4 ^t 



56 TRAVELS IN 

kt a dear rate ; but they vary the price \ti pfo* 
portion ae their flock is great or fmall ; of 
courfe they bear no fixed price, and the planter 
who comes from the defert, and who cari un- 
derftand but little of this fluduation, ii iure tot 
be duped. 

On the other hand, the regular (hopfceeper, 
who knows the probity of thefe farmers, and 
how pundual they are in the payment of their 
debts, exerts every effort to, prevail on thdm t<x 
open an account with him. He tctnpti them 
by the pretended cheap price and excellent 
quality of his fluffs, and offers to remit the 
payment till their next journey in the follow- 
ing year* It is feldom that thefe people, fim-p 
pie and unexperienced as they are, perceive the 
craft that is prefented to them under this guile 
of kindnefs and civility. If they fuffer them- 
felves to be prevailed upon, they are fhackled 
for life. Upon their return, there are neve 
purchafes to be made upon the fame con- 
ditions ; and thus, year after year, always i^ 
debt, always buying without prompt payment^ 
they become the prey of an extortioner, who 
raifes to himfelf a fortup^e out of their weajc- 
nefs. 

1% 
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; It 1$ ttUe^ thefe buyers, after being tluu duped 
at the Cape, commonly return homcpnly to 
make dupes of others. The cunning that has 
been employed to deceive them, they emjJoy in 
their tuitt to tempt the Hottentots who are ia 
their fertke. The remnants of ftuff, or the 
frippery garments* which they bring back, are 
fold to thefe unfortunatfe fervants with fo great 
a profit^ that commonly the wages of a year 
^c inadequate to the payment, and they find 
themfdves, like their matters, in debt for the 
year that is to come. In the end, therefore, it is 
the poor Hottentot that pays for the extortion 
at the Cape. The circumftances I have here 
mentioned, are an epitome of the pradices of 
the world io all conditions of life. The fubtlc 
knave always knows how to impofe a tax 
upon the fool^ who, having paid it, attempts 
-to impofe it upon fome other fool j fo that at 
}aO: it is the greatei): dolt that bears the burthen. 
And thus do men chain themfelves together 
by pnieans that ought in reality to difunite 
them. 

One' anight fuppofe that the planters, of the 
^laft of which I am fpeaking, from their prac- 
^ of agriculture, would bellow fome attcn- 

tion 
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tion upon the cultivation of vegetables and 
fruit. This v^rould be fo much the eafier t(f 
them, as, having acquired gratuitoufly a con-: 
fiderable portion of ground, they can.be in no 
want of a fpot for a garden. Meanwhile I have 
feen no roots or other vegetables regularly cuU 
tivated in any of the interior parts of Africa, 
except in the country of the Auteniquas. Every 
where elfe gardening is unknown ^ and if you 
find a fruit-tree near any of their habitations, 
it is planted there only as fome great and utt- 
common curiofity. 

Cuftom has rendered the planters infenfible 
to the want of fruit and pulfe. The facility 
with which they rear their catde makes up for 
this privation, as their flocks afford them plenty 
of provifion. The chief food is mutton; and 
their tables are loaded with fueh profufion as to 
4ifguft one at the fight. 
' From this mode of living, cattle ^re in the cck 
lonies, as in other places, not only a ufeful ob- 
jeft, but an article of the firft neceflity. The 
planter undertakes himfelf the care of watching 
over his flocks. Every evening, when th^y 
return from field, he ftands at his door, with 
a flick in bis hand, and counts iliem ove& 
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one by one, in order to be fure that none of 
them are miffing. ' 

People who have no otheir employment than 
a little agricuhure, and the fuperintendcnce of 
a flock, muft have long intervals of idlenefa. 

^ It is thus With the planters, particularly thofe 
who live in the interior parts of the country, 
and who being unable, on account of their dit 
tance from the Cape, to difpofe of their cornj 
never raife more than is fufficient for their 
own confumption. From the profound in- • 
adion in which they live, one would fuppofe 
their fupreme felicity to confift in doing no- 
thing. They fometimes, however, vifit each 

, other; and upon thefe occafions the day is fpent 
in fmoking, and drinking tea, and in telling, or 
liftening to, tales of romance, that arc equal 
neither in merit nor morality to the ftory of 
Blue-beard. 

As every man always carries with him 
wherever he goes, both a pipe, and a tobacco- 
pouch made of the fkin of the feacalf, he is 
fure in thefe vif its to have one fource of amufe- 
ment. When any one of the company is 
defirous of lighting his pipe, he takes out his 
pouchy and, having filled, pafles it to the reft > 
? This - 
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This is a civility that is ncvei: omitted, llow^ 
ever numerovs may be the pvty, ^v^ry bo4y 
fiixekes : the cqnfequenc^ of which is a cloud> 
that, rifing at firft to the upper part; qf fh^ . 
room, increafes, by degrees, till it fills the whol? 
faouife^ aod becomes at laft fo thick, that it is 
impofiible for the fmokers to &p ope another. 
Sparmann has given of thefe fmojcing parties 
an account equally humouroqi w4 true. For 
myfelf, whom the fmell of tobacco particularly 
iocommodes, I confefs that when thefe infect 
tious fogs began to defcend to a level with my 
head, I left the room and ran into the fields 
to breathe a purer air, and to pleanfe my 
lungs. 

There is another cuftom which, from an in# 
vincible repugnance, I could ns|yer prevail oa 
myfelf to'adopt : I mean the evening bath j a 
cuftom fo efteemed by the Greeks, and which 
recalls to the memory periods fo delightful, and 
manners fo happy. But how extreme is the 
difference between the Ulyfles and Nauficas of 
theGreeks,and thofeof the Cape! I have already 
obferved, that neither tlie men Aorthe;women 
wear ftockings, and that the latter alfo, for a 
confiderable part of the year, go without flioes, 

•-. As 
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As <a ptaiake of this kilid muft continiiaHy 
ibil the feet, they remedy the inconvenience by 
a daily habit of cleanlirtefs. Every ^veniiig, 
%efor€ they go to bed, the Hottentot or negro 
t^^o^nan who performs the <3rudgery of the 
hoofe, brings a tub of water into the middle 
. fitf the room, aiafd wafhcs 4hc feet, firft of the 
fether and mother, then of the children and the 
tfeftof thfe family, and, laftly, of the ftrangers. 
Aa the tub feirves in turn fpr the whole com- 
pany, without the water being once changed, 
it may eaftly be imagined that I, who was to 
cdmelaft, tlifcovered no great eagernefs to leap 
in. To ^ccufe myfelf, I pretended that it vraa 
cuftomary with me never to take off my boots, 
fill 1 was upon the point of getting into bed ; 
and the excufc was admitted, 

Thefe civilities however, didated by the 
-pureft intentions, and which originate in the 
iifages of th^ remoteft antiquity, have in them 
a romantic and facred character that at firft 
^ht ftrifees the imagination. How ungrateful 
ihould I have been if 1 had fc^n only the dit 
agreeable fide of the queftion, and had felt my 
heart uninterefted'— I, who place in the rank 
of fiifft fteceffaries that virtue, Co little known 

ia 
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our days, of hofpltality and all the dutiM 
. which it enjoins ? I have been top frequently 
the objed of this brotherly love^ which offers 
tis a family and friends when at a diftance from 
our own. I have always met with this tender- 
nefs and affedion. Every one has been offi- 
. cious to ferve me ; father, mother, children, 
all have ftrove who {hould beftow on me the 
greateft attention; not by thofe gentilitie?^ 
thofe expreflions, half-formed, but full of hy- 
pocrify and falfhood, which are the portion of 
your well-bred people ; but by that franknefs 
, and fmiling gq^d nature which place a man at 
his eafe, and banifli from his mind, every idea 
of embarraffment and conftraint. 

Thofe who underftood that I had made a 
diftant excurfion into the country, and had 
paflfed near their habitation, reproached me 
with unkindnefs for not having turned a little 
out of my way to vifit them. They fpokeof 
the pleafure it would have afforded them ; and 
aiked, in a tone of concern that was affeding, 
how I could prefer fleeping in the open air to a 
comfortable lodging in their houfe, where they 
would have confidered it as a duty to render 
my abode as pleafant as was in their power. 

But 
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^fitit at that time the obje^ for which I travelled 
aijaong them depended, I conceived, for its 
/uccefs, upon my keeping at a diftance« 

What proves ftill farther the extreme good- 
iiature and benevolence of thefe people, is, that 
-a ftrang<r, the moment he is received by the 
mafter of the houfe, becomes in a manner a 
member of the family. Accuftomed to a family 
life, they delight in ties of aflSnity,- and con- 
fider in the light of a relative every perfon they 
love. The children who climbed my knees, 
,either for the purpofe of careffing me, or to ad- 
mire and count my buttons, (;alled me their 
grand-fathen I was the coufm of the parent^ 
iLTid the uncle of the daughters; and among my 
•nieces, I frankly confels, there was n^ore than 
one whofe artlefs importunities and eloquent 
•eyes have frequently made me forgetful of 
the hour I had fixed for leaving thenu 
' Upon entering a houfe, the form of faluta- 
tion is, to {hake hands firft with the matter, 
and then with every male perfon in the com.- 
pany, arrived at years of maturity. If there 
happens to be any one whom we do not like, ' 
the hand is refufed to him ; and this refufal, 
of fo common a teftimony of friendfhip, is 

looked 
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looked iipon as a formal dedwation tHat the 
▼ifitor confiders him as his enemy. It is not 
the fame with the females in the company^ 
They are all embraced one after another, and 
to make an exception would be a (ignal affiroot. 
Old or young, all muft be kiflM. It is a be- 
nefice with the duties attached to it. 

At* whatever time of the day you enter the 
Tionfe of a planter, you are fure to find the 
kettle and tea-things upon the table. This 
praGice is univerfal. The inhabitants never 
drink pure water* If a ftranger prefcnts him- 
felf, it is tea they offer him for refrefliment. 
This is their common liquor in the interval df 
meals, and in one feafon of the year, when k 
often happens that they have neither beer nor 
"Wine, is their only beverage. 

If a ftranger arrives at dinner time, beforfe 
the cloth is taken away, he fhakes hands, em- 
T>races, and immediately feats himfelf at the 
table. If he wiflies to pafs the night, he ftays 
without ceremony, fmokes, drinkstca, afks the 
news, gives them all he knows in his turn ; and 
the next day, the kiffing and fhaking hands 
being repeated, he goes on his way, to pet*- 
form elfewhere ^the fame ceremony. • To 

offer 
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4>ierttitmey on xhek ocdfipm would be rc^ 
^rded as an infult* 

It win naturally be fiippofed that edtpqa^ 
ition^ ki fuch a country^ muft be totsdly di£- 
ierenrt.lrom tiiat of Europe. The children 
iwTQiwt there, as with us, infiginificant drums, 
trump€««, and other pretty bat ufelefs toy^ 
ivhich we ^ve tbcm to drive away their petU"* 
.laoice; and fender them Jefs troublefome. Wit^ 
the Africans, the only amufement the childrea 
know^ ierves at the fame time as the coxa* 
maptcement of their education. 

It j^ icuftomary, when the cart or waggop 

bf^oa)^<% to a planter is not employed, to 

leave U in the open air by the fide of the houfe. 

As fooQ a^ the children can climb to the boar4 

that ferves few: a feat, they place themfelves upon 

it; and, with a whip in their bands, exerdfe 

them£elves in commanding the oxen, which 

jire fuppofed to be prefent, calling them by 

>^beir nuilRcs, ftriking the pbce of any one that 

U thought not to obey with fufficient rcadipcfe; 

In It- word, in directing the courfe of the w;^ 

Tg0n, ii\ making it turn, go on, or recede, pi:e- 

^iely as they wifli. After havii^ fucceflGvelf 

iiiiKil«df in this manner, whips fijitftd to their 

tliMoL. I. F age„ 
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age, they arrive at laft to the management of a 
bamboo, nicely tapefed, fifteen or (ixteen 
feet in length, with a thong at the end crfit ftill 
longer J and with this inftrument they cain 
ftrike, at the diftancc of more than twenty^-five 
feet, a pebble that is pointed out to them, or a 
piece of money thrown upon the ground. I 
have already mentioned a pleafant amufement 
of this kind, which one of the Slabers procured 
me, who fingled out with aftoniftiing addrefs^ 
among a multitude of birds, fuch individuals 
as I was defirous of having. Swanpoel alfo, 
^he companion of my journey, would feldom 
"inifs a partridge flying ; and, notwithftah^ng 
his age, applied his whip with fo much force, 
nhat, in one of our excurfi.ons, I faw him 
*ftrike perfedly dead, a duck, of a much brgc*r 
fpecies than the common one of Europe. 
• When a young planter can drive a waggon, 
and exercifc a whip, his education is nearly 
completed; for they never think of teaching 
him either to write or read. At the 4igc of 
fourteen he* is ccnfidered as arriving at man^ 
'hood, and ranks in fociety accordingly. He 
Ifhakes hands with the men, embraces the wo- 
men, and fmokes. A fufee alfo is given. him, 

with 
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Unth liberty to hunt as much as he pleafes* 
Entering at this period into the enjoyment of 
all the rights of man, he regards himfelf as 
fuch, and haftens to choofe among the girls of 
the neighbourhood a miftrefs, whom he finally 
marries ; for it is feldom that a youth is found 
to pay his addrelfes to feveral women. 

The planters being all hunters, from having 
their flocks and fields to defend from the ra- 
vages of wild beafts, are provided with a cerraia 
number of fufees, according as the family is 
large or fmall ; and refpedlng thefc guUvS, they 
employ a precaution that is fingular. Expe- 
rience has taught them t;hat the brightnefs of 
the barrel frequently alarms, by its refiedtioii, 
the animal of which they are in purfuit, and 
warns him to fly. To remedy this inconveni-* 
ence, the barrels in Europe are browned ; but 
the planters, who are not ikilled in this art, rub 
them over with the blood of fheep ; an opera- 
tion which, though Icfs neat, indeed, and plea- 
fant, produces the fame effed, fince the inftru- 
ment becomes thereby equally tarniflied. 

Upon the queftion of the excellence of fire 

iarms, their prejudices and principles are very 

diflferent from ours. In their eftimation a gun 

F 2 is 
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is never bad, if the ftock and furniture be good. 
This is the only circumftance to which they 
attend, when they hiake a purchafe* As to 
the harrel, they care but little whether it (hoots 
well or ill, becaufe they boaft of having a me- 
thod that will corred the faults of the very 
worft. 

To corred, in their fenfe of the word, is not 
to make a barrel good that was not fo before ; 
it is merely to make it fhootftraight, whicli with 
them is the fame thing. There is, indeed, no 
great ingenuity in their method ; but it is at 
leaft fimple, and its fuccefs, which is the refutt 
of experience, always certain. 

It con fills, as they exprefs it, dt roer op de 
Jcboot^ in bringing the gun to the mark : in 
other words, by dint of firing at a jtnark tliey 
afcertain its defed. If it flioot too high 6r too 
low, to the right or to the left, they place npon 
the breech a f^cond moveable fight, which they 
raife or fink, incline this way or that, as the 
defed may require, till they fucceed in ftriking 
the mark. Arrived at this point, they fix the 
fight, and the gun becomes inftantly a good 
one. This operation, it muft be acknowledged, 
requires extreme patience, and can only be per- 
formed 



HB^ 
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fbrm^^ by pcrfons who have a great d?al of 
leUure at their command ; but theoretical cal- 
culations and the principlea of optics are above 
their capacity. If it afterwards happen, in the 
courfe of iheir fports, that they mifs their ob^ 
je£l, the gun, they fay, does not yet anfwer to 
the level, and the fame operation is perfor9ied 
again. 

In, the>courfe of this expedition I traverfed 
Stellenboch, the whol^ of Hottentot Holland, 
Draaken-Steyn, Bocke- Veld, Rooye-Zand, the 
canton of the Twenty-four Rivers, and Swart-^ 
land. X^efe different countries afforded mc 
little that was interefting, except the profpeds, 
and thefe eveq were all inferior in beauty to 
Other? wliich I had feen, and particularly to 
that of the Twenty-four Rivers. As to the 
xnanqers of the inhabitants, I have already faid 
that the fhades which diftmguiih one canton 
from another are very few and fcarcely dlf^ 
cernible ; we find every where the fame fimpic 
courfe of life, the l^nie iove of eafe, of indo- , 
lence and inanity. 

On my return to the Cape, I found tha^ 

Boers had experienced a relapfe of his diforder, 

^jl IjatdbeeQ obliged to refort again to the baths. 

F3 He 
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He had written to Europe to afk leave of the 
company torefign his office. Having received 
and filled it with honour, he wifhed aUb ill 
quitting it to be without reproach ; and he had 
laboured, therefore, day and night to put every 
thing in order previous to his departure, which 
he intended fhould take place the moment thi 
veffcl arrived with the intelligence that his re- 
fignation w^as accepted. This fedulous appli^ 
cation, at an unfavourable period, before hh 
ftrcngth was thoroughly re-eftabliflied, had oc- 
cafioned the relapfe* I hoped that the repofc 
and trancjuillity likely to refult from a total re- 
miilipn of the fundions of office, and the 
anxieties attach<>d to it, would ht prbduftive 
of the effeds he expedited, and one day regain 
him the health he had loft. But the veffd from 
Jlurope w^ not arrived, and fomethifig, I con- 
peeved, ought in the mean time to be don^. A$ 
Jie had often exprefled a defire to vifit the in- 
terior parts of the colony, and as I had myfelf 
farther obfervations to make in the charming 
country of the Autpnicjuas, I refolved, if pof^ 
fible, to revive this defire, and lead hini of hi$ 
pwn accord to propofe the expedition. 

i^C^ordirigly, fitting on? evening with Other 

perfoi^ 
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perfoQS before the entrance of the houiie, under 
the Ifaade of the trees that furrounded it, I ear 
tered into a defcription of this country, the 
moft pleaiknt in the colony. I related every 
thing that had attached me to it when I for- 
merly encamped there ; how pure was the air, 
and how enchanting the profpedts. I infured 
him a fpeedy convalefcence, a recovery in a 
few. days, both from his bodily complaints, and 
that Uneaiinefs of mind to which he was con- 
tinually a prey. Thefe agreeable reveries, 
whic)i roufed him a little, infenfibly led us far- 
ther. We advanced even to Caffraria. I vi- 
fited the worthy Haabas ; I faw once more my 
dear Narina and her interefting horde ; in 
Abort, I travelled over again » in imagination, 
the courfe which I had before travelled with 
my people. We promifed ourfelves the purer 
enjoyments, as we fhould have none of thofe 
Obftacles to ftruggle with, which, from inex- 
periente, and a too numerous equipage, had 
every inftant fprung up at my feet The 
hope of vifiting Caffraria was particularly faC- 
cinating to me in thefe ideal excurfions ; and, 
k this conjundure, humanity, I thought, im* 
pofed it as a law upon me. There prevailed 
v^ F4 at 
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at the Cape, tn opinioa diat the Caffits were sr 
wicked and ferocious people ; in confequence of 
which tbcfe unfortunate beings were cxpofed 
to perrecutions that could hot fail to irritatQ 
their minds, and render them ftill more for-» 
midable. My friend himfelf had been more 
or lefs infcded with this almoft universal pre- 
judice. I conceived that, by gradually introi* 
ducing milder inftitutions among thefe people^ 
an important and interefting revolution m^t 
be efie&ed ^ which could not fail to take plac^ 
the inoment their tranquillity and lafety, which 
ignorance, and the terror alone of their name 
had for fo many years difturb^d, fh(»ild, by 
equitable laws, be fecnrcd to them. The man 
beft calculated to work this defirable change in 
the fituation of the Cafiires, and their perfccufr 
ing neighbours, was the fifcal j fince upon his 
report to the company of the ft ate of the fcttlc-i* 
ment, on his return to Holland, would depend 
the regulations that it might be thought pro* 
per to introduce for the melioration of the go^ 
vernment, and the welfiare of the inhabitants^ 
It was neceSry, therefore^ that he (hpuld have 
perfonal experigice of the truth of what I had 
twenty tiin^s Xfi\d him, of the evils th^ refulte4 
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from ttie impolitic a4mimibratio& of the fixm» 
tier parts of the coltmj^ and the neccffitf of 
appeafing thofe hordes, continuiilly haraflad 
by the moft flagrant injuftice, the moft horrible 
. inhumanity, which left behind k fo keen a re» 
fentment, and of the benefits that would flow 
from friendfliip and a good underftanding. . 

I prevailed upon Boers to confent at leailtd 
make trial of this excurfion; and I Iktle 
doubted that, if I could once lure him into the 
country, he would fufier me to guide him ftep 
by ftq) wherever I pleafed, without £o much 
as. noticing the diftance. His healthy however^ 
n^uiring particular precautions, it was rt^ 
fohred, while the preparations for this journey 
were making, that we fhould fpend a week at 
my good friend Slaber's, who was as dear to 
Boers as he was^to myfelf. Whether we den 
parted from Swart-rLand, or returned to the 
Cape, was of little importance ; our route could 
not fail lo be known, as it would4>e that which 
J had already travelled, and from which I had 
remmed fix months before j and letters froni 
Europe, therefore, might eafily be difpatched 
tQ us, in the iame manner as Boers had dif- 
patched mine to me wWIe I fojourned in the 

coimtry 
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amntiy of the Autcmquas. It was accordingly 
aft^led bufmefs, and my friend conceived him* 
ielf to be already in my tent. 

The cSonverfation that took place upon this 
occafion> and which powerfully interefted the 
coqipiany, reminds me of a curious event that 
liappened at the fame time^and which I cannot 
]pa&overin filence. 

Ouf eyes were naturally attraded by the^l>r 
jeds before us. Mine indeed, by an involun* 
tary impulfe, are fufe to be direded to wbdy 
ever trees are in fight. Wc pcrcdved the 
branches of one near us to move. Immediately 
w« heard the piercing cries of a fhrike, and faw 
it tremble as if in convulfions. We firft con- 
ceived that it was held in the gripe of Ibmc 
bird of prey : but a clofer attention led us to 
difcover, upoxv the next branch of the tree, a 
large ferpent that, with ft retched- out neckt and 
fiery eyes, though perfedly ftill, was gazing at 
the poor animal. The agony of the bird was 
terrible; but fear had deprived it of ftrength, 
and, as if tied by the leg, it feemed to have 
Joft the power of flight. One of the company 
ran for a fufee; but before he returned the 
ihrikc vva^ dead, and we ihot only the ferpent. 
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1 requefted that the diftancc between the 
' place where the bird had experienced the coa- 
-vulfions, and that occupied by the ferpent be- 
fore it was fhot, might be meafured. Upoti 
doing fo, we found it to be three feet and k 
half, and we were all convinced that the fhrifae 
had died neither from the bite nor the poifon 
^f its enemy. I ftripped it alfo before the whole 
company, and made them'obferve that it was 
untouched, and had not received the dighteft 
wound. 

I had my reafons for what 1 did. £xtraor« 
dinary as the fa£t may appear, and though the 
perfons who had been the witneflcs could 
. hardly believe, even after having feen it j it 
was to me not new. A fimilar adventure had 
happened to me in the canton of the Twenty- 
four Rivers, and I inftantly related it to con- 
firm what we had juft feen^ 

Hunting one day in a mar Ay piece of ground,- 
I heard all at once, in a tuft of reeds, 3 piercing 
and very lamentable cry. Anxious to know 
what it was, I ftole foftly to the place, where I 
perceived a fmall moufe, like the fhrike on the 
tree, in agonizing convulfions, and two yards 
fjurther a ferpent, whofe eyes were^itently 

fixed 
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^e4 upon it The moment the reptile faw 
m^ ^t glidc4 %way ; but the bufmcf^ wa$ done. 
Upon taking up the moufe it expired in my 
band) without it& being poJ£ble for me to di£* 
cover, by the moft attentive examination^ wh^ 
hAd occafioned it$ deatk 

The Hottentots, whoDsi I confuhed upon 
this incident^ exprefled no fort of aftoni0)- 
Bi^nt Nothing, they faid, was more com,- 
jnon ; the ferpent had the faculty of attrading 
and fafcinating fuch animals as it wifhed to 
(dcvoun I h^d then no faith in fuch power; 
\mt fomc tiQxe afteir, ijpeaJking of the circum* 
fiance in acompany of more than twenty per^ 
fon$, in the number of whom was colonel 
Gordon ; a captain of his re^me^it confirmed 
the account of the Hottentots, and affured me 
it was an event which happened very fre- 
quently. " My teftimony,'* added he, " ought 
** to have the more weight, as I had once 
** nearly become myfelfa vidimto thisfcUci^ 
** natioHf While in garrifon at Ceylon, and 
** amufing myfelf, like you, in hunting in a 
** marib, I was in the courfe of my fport fud^ 
** denly fei^ed with a convulfive ^nd involunt* 
♦* tary trewbljEig, different from ^ny thin§ I 

^' had 
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^ had ever eitpcrienced, land at the fiitafe ^ttie 
^ was ftrongly aftraifted, and ih Ifyite of M^ 
^ felf, to a particular fpot of the taarth. IM« 
•* redlrag my eyes to this fpot, I beheld, with 
** feelings of horror, a ferpent df an cnoimttdi 
^ fize, whofc loot inftantly pierced me. Ha^ 
^ ing, however, not yet loft all power of tto-^ 
** tidn, I embraced the Opportunity before H: 
^ was too late, and faluted the teptHe wMi the 
** contents of my fofee. The report was a 
*^ talifman that broke the charm. AU at once, 
^ as if by a miracle, my convulfion ceated; f 
•* felt myfelf able to fly ; and the only ittcoft- 
** venience of this extraordinary adventure wafe 
^^ a cold fweat, which was doiibtlefs thecflfeft 

of my fear and of the violent agitation my 

fenfes had undergone.'* 

Such was the account given me by this of 
ficer. I do not pretend to vouch for its truth ; but 
the ftory of the moufe, as well as of the fhirSke, t 
avertobefaft. I will addalfo, , that, iince toy 
return to France, having liad oecafion to talk 
with filanthot upon the fabje<2, an ofHcet 
whofucceeded Boufflersin the goviernmcrit'df 
Senegal, he, affured nie with confidence, that 
^h at Gorec and in Senegal the opinion was 

7 ' uai- 
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umrcrfal j that afcending the rivet of that 
lUme, aa far even as Galam, three hundred ; 
Ie9guea from its mouth, it equally prevailed 
among the Moors, at the right, and the Ne- 
gpoee, at the left ; that among thefe people no- 
body, doubted this power in certain fpecies of 
ferpents, of fafcinating both animals an^ men ; 
and that the tradition was founded upon' long 
epcp^icnce, and the many misfortunes they are 
continually witneffing. 

Here ^ain let it be remembered, that I am 
only the hiftorian, and that I take upon me 
neither to validate nor explain thefe reports^ 
"With refpeft to the t'^o inftances I have ad- 
duced, abd of which I am at once the recorder 
and the evidence, they will probably be re- 
garded by many of my readers, as the pure e£- 
ftCt of that extreme and involuntary terror 
which every animal experiences by inftind, at 
fight of an 'enemy that has power over its life j 
and they will allege, perhaps, ir^ fupport of 
this fuppofition, the example of the fetter^ 
whq retains in their place a partridge or a 
hare, by the mere circumftance of his prefence 
and look* 

To diis I reply, that if a partridge or a hare 

remain 
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remain quiet before the dog, it is not fo niioch, 

from a fudden impulfe of fear as from de* 

liberate cmxning. While clofe upon the grounfl 

they imagine themfelves to be concealed fiofi 

the enemy. What confirms this conjecture 

is, that if the dog approaches near enough to 

feize upon his prey, the bird inftantly takef 

wing, and the hare fcampers away. It will 

certainly not be.denied m^, that it is fear which 

makes them fly. Such is the powerful e&Gt 

of inftindl in every animal at the appearance 

of danger. But why do not the hare and 

partridge at fight of the dog remain fixed and 

motionlefs with terror, like the fhrike and th^ 

snoufe in prefence of the ferpent ? Why (hould 

fear give tathe former n€w ftrength, while the 

-ethers die on the fpot, under all the increafing 

fymptoms of agony, and without^ the power of 

efcaping, as if retained by fome invincible 

force ? The rat does not remain ftation^ary 

upon the approach of the pat, but haflens away 

the moment he peirceives her. May not then 

the look and prefence of a ferpent, aqd the pa- 

ture of the corpufcles that emanate from its 

body, produce a very different effedt from the 

emanation and look of the cat ? ^ 

i How 
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How fer are bur bpportmidCies ?of obfeirit^ 
naturei Let U8fiud7 ber miotfe dktCdtf^ and vn 
flidi perhaps ^Kd^ that (he has many partk»^ 
brlawa of which we are yet igftoraint. Befom 
the dlicowry cf elefhicity^ had an la^or ven«^ 
tuFbd to aflert that there exited £fli, which, 
though fmatl in themfelves, poiild give to A 
number of perfon^ at once fo violent a ihock, 
as to mafce them fed confideirable pain in aU 
the artkiriations of the body, the alfcrtioa 
would have been regarded as the moft abfurd 
lable. This fuppofed fable, however, is be- 
eofhe an indifputable truth. Widiout fpeakmg 
of the torpedo, with which every body is ac« 
quainted, I fhdl content myfelf widi^ citing, in 
proof of this fad, the ^eef-xud^xxc eledncal 
«el tif Surinam.' i had for many years an op# 
portunity of obferving this fpecies of fxih ; ai 
tny father, for the purpofe of experiment, ke|tf 
one continually in his houfe. Upon touching 
a fringed fort of membrane, fittiated under the 
belly, and extending the wiude kngth of the 
t)ody, I have always ^jibferved a very violent 
i^ock immediately follow. My &ther was 
^efirous of afcertaining, if the ifaock wouid 
he diminiihed by being communicated to a 

number 
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Tiutnbcr of individuals at once; and, for this 
purpofe, he colleded together about ten perfons, 
who formed a chain by the jundion of hands^ 
No fooner had they touched the membrane of 
the eel, than they felt themfelves equally ftruck 
at the fame moment. Nor was this all. To 
convince the fpeftators thit the imaginatioa 
had nothing to do in producing this effe£t, he 
had placed a dog as a link between two of the 
perfons compofing the chain, who held him, 
one by the right, and the other by the left foot* 
At the inftant of contad the animal g^ve a 
loud cry; and his pain, which was the caufe 
of this cry, proved beyond difpute that that of 
the reft of the party was not lefs real. 

Reafoning phyfically upon this fubjedt, I 
'acknowledge that a confiderable difierence 
ought to be made between an efFed vifibly 
produced by the immediate adion of a body, 
^nd another efFed operated without any appa- 
rent cQntad, apy vifible medium, like that of 
the ferpent vpon the animals in queftion. But. 
who will affirm that, in prefence of its prey, the 
ferpent does npt ^(X phyfically upon it ? Per- 
haps this death-dealing quality belongs only to 
/pme particular forts of ferpent; Perhaps it ia 

Vo;,. I, ^ G ^ not 
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ttdt enjoyed by them, un'efs at particular fc^* 
fons, and iri certain countries. The ancient* 
have defcribed the balilifk as killing with its 
look. This is certainly a fable ; but is it not 
k fable, abfurd as it mjy appear, that original!;^ 
had fome truth for its foundation ? No doubt, 
in retnote periods, circumftanccs may havft 
been obferved (imilar to thofe of my fhrik^. 
ind my moufe j or, perhaps, even to that re^^ 
lated by the captain. Hence they might have 
toncIuJed that a ferpent, impregnable himfelf, 
And always conqueror, fince he could kill by a 
look, could be no other than the king of hife 
Jrace. From his royalty th^y would natural!)^ 
have called him bafilifk ; and as a fovereigA 
tnuft havfe fome particular fign to atteft his pre-^ 
tmitience, the poets, who often exaggerate by 
^vifhing to adorn natufe, may have added thfe 
lyings, the feet and the crown. 

This digreflion, of which, perhaps, the fub*» 
jea would have efcaped my memory, was de^ 
ferving, I conceived, of a place in my work} 
and, though it has fomewhat interrupted the 
dramatic effefl, I could hot abftain from relat- 
ing it in the Order in which it prcfcnted itfelf 
to my mind. Whatever title may be given to 

my 
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ftiy narrative, it is of litde importance whether 
there prevail in it or not a fcholaftic arrange-' 
ment. The art ot writing is not my objeiS:^ 
but truth and clearnefs. I am tai!:ing with my 
friends, and have nothing to do with the tram- 
mels of literature. 

I hiive faid, that I had prevailed on Boers 
to accompany me in my excurfion, An un- 
cxpeded accident haftencd our refolution. In- 
telligence was brought to the Cape, that a 
French veflel, the crew of w^hich had mutinied^ 
was at anchor in the bay of Saldanha. Thip 
news particularly concerned Perchcron, the 
naval commiflary, who was obliged by his of- 
fice to repair to the bay in ordet to take cog- 
nizance of the matter, and, if poflil le, remedy 
the eviL Underftanding that w^e were nearly 
to take the fame route, he requefted a place in 
Boers's carriage, and was accordingly one of 
our party. An officer of the Pondichcrry regi- 
inent, whofe name was Larcher, njade a fourth, 
And we fetoiFin a fort of hunting vehicle (^rj&a- 
fiot ck chajfe) drawn by iix horfes. 

The diftance we h4d to travel was, in reality, 
but ^n eafy day's journey, and we intended to 
bait no Jpngerth^n was neceiTary juft to fliow 
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fclves to the crew; but, like thofe tfempeft* 
which are always preceded by fatal on ens, 
we found it that day not only impoffible to ar- 
rive at Saldanha, but we had to lament by the 
way the unhappy fate of more than one of our 
attendants. 

The SoutRivier (fait river J, which it was 
ncceflary to crofs at a diftance from the town, 
had its banks almoft covered w'.th cormorantSi 
We were defirous of killing fome of rhem, and 
we alighted for the purpofe. Upon ferting off 
again, a negro who was behind the carriage, 
taken at imawares, was thrown to the ground 
by the fuddennefs of the motion, and fell with 
fuch violence as to break his leg^ He was aa 
excellent fervant of Be ers and very much b^e- 
loved by his mafler. We were obliged, there- 
fore, to quit the road, and repair to the neareft 
'habitation, to take the proper care of our un- 
fortunate patient. A litter wa? conftruded, 
and we had him conveyed to the town. This 
accident having delayed us feveral hours, and 
Boers wifhing to regain the time that had been 
loft,' the coachman put his horfes upon the gal- 
Jojj, and drove US' like the wind. 

We had fome dogs with us. One of them, 
/ ' ^ ■ very 
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very much heated by this extraordinary fpced, 
and attradcd by a ftream that was at a diftance, 
ran on before to bathe and refrefh himfelf. I 
have already obferved in my former travels, 
that, in Africa, every dog that plunges into the 
water, under fuch circumftances, isalmon:fure 
to die there, unlefs fomebody happens to be 
fuflSciently near to take him inftantly out. The 
dog in queftion, when we arrived at the 

.ftream, had already paid the fatal tribute^ 
Fa£ts of this kind are fo common in the co- 
lony ^s not to aJmit the poffibility of difpute: 
and here 1 would fain alk our philofophcrs to 

^iaccount for'thiscircumftance, and te 1 us why 

the dogs of Africa are fo frequently fubje<a to 

death, in a ficuation where thofe of Europe do 

not experience the flighted inconvenience. 

It was late when we arrived at the patri- 

' archal habitation of the worthy Slaber. The 
embracing and falutations being over, there 
was a general uproar, as it were, in the houfe. 
They hardly knew in what terms of joy to ex- 
prefci their gratitude, as well to Boer$ as to 
the friend he had brought with him. All were 
eager to welcome this friend ; 1 was fenfible 
of Uiis J at the fame time it was impoffiWe poc 
G3 to 
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to notice the clemonflrations of kindncfs that 
were equally beftowed on their older ac- 
quaintance. The girls, in particular, waited 
upon him with a moft captivating grace. One 
took his hat, and another his cloak. They 
queftioned him as to his heakh and his wants* 
They feemed to think him not fufiiciently ua- 
refervcd, becaufe he couki not find employ- 
ment for all of them at once. Delightful of- 
ficioufnefs, charming vivacity J which rendered 
ftill more agreeable, by the contraft, the plain 

, and honeft good-nature of the father of the 
family. When they learned our intention of 
flaying a week with them^ their acclamations 
of joy burft forth afrelh, and refounded through 
the houfe. It was the triumph of a viQory* 
Our fpirits were prefently as cheerful as theirj.; 
and fo perfectly were we at our eafe, that a 
ftranger would have been puzzled to fay who 
were the entertainers and who the guefts. The 
firft evening was fpent in arranging our plans, 
and afligniiig to each day of our week its Sip^ 

.propriate amufementsj an arrangement that 
was oppofed now and then by the women, who 
jdid not foil to impofe upon us fome hard coa^ 
dktons. . ^ 

Per- 
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Percberoij, who was of the party, ha4 all 
fhfs while nothing in his head but the (hip an4 
U$ refradlory crew in the bay of Saldanha^ 
Before he furrendered himfelf to pleafure, hf 
wjis defirous of performing his duty. Hf 
^ed me, tlierefore, to fet off with him the 
next morning, and accompany him tothc vef- 
jfel. This wfis precif^ly my intention. Every 
40the^ pfribo in my fituauon would probably 
^ve reg{trde4 this propof^l of, the commiffary 
^ j^xxrevfttly imprudpnt. I, on the con rary, 
jV^s delighted with it, ^nd had refolved, if he 
liad ncA foreftaUed nie, to make it myfelfi 
3 h^d neyer jTeen a crew in a ftate of infprrecr 
^ioo againft their officers j the fce.n.e was per- 
/o3tly fii^w X9 nie; and every thing extraor?- 
4ist|iry, f very thing which prom* fed a new fen- 
ifttioi), h^d ii> c^y eyes an ^itJraQion that wa,s 
lapjt tx} be refifled. Accordingly, without re- 
^f ^ng upon the confequpnc^? of this temerity, 
l^^UhoMt cpnticjering that, ;a the gaiety of my 
))eart, I was goaig to expofe myfelf to the moft 
ii»niin^j;it danger, J appointed an hour witj[| 
ijR^pher^w, iiod longe4 for its arrival. 

Though w^ ha4 poly four leagues to trayej, 
«od had ieotcwd upoptfeis jp«rftey iowacdigtcly 
r. G 4 afte? 
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after Lrealfaft, w^ were again fo incommoded 
on the way, that we did not reach the bay till 
the clofe of the, evening : a cifcumftance that 
'put lis extremtly out of humour, and was not 
calculated to diminifli the prejudice which we 
had before naturally entertained againft the 
inutineers. ' ..:-:.: 

\ The fhaJes of night feemed to blacken ofk 
purpofe, as if to conceal from us the veflel ; and 
It was with the utmoft diflSculty, and by dinf^ 
as it were,^ of gropiag, that we found our way 
acrofs the downs. I twice difcharged my 
fufee to announce our arrival, and to figntfy 
our wi(h that a boat might fee fent Us. Ufelefs 
precaution ! They pretended not to hear us. Ia 
danger of paffing the night in the watcb-^bdi 
■upon the ft rand, we curfed the (hip, the crew, 
and the bay. The captain, . it feems, fearing 
that we werefuch of the mutineers as had gone 
on flbore in the courfe of the day, and who 
were to return, in the evening, fumiflied vyith 
-arms, was cautious of receiving us. At length, 
by repeatedly firing, and by our cries and vo- 
ciferations, we infpired fome confidence, and 
. a boat was hoifted out to fetch us on board. 
To form an accurate image of the difofder 

to 
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to ^hich wc were witneffes it is Heceflaly to 
have feen it. A Ihip floating- in the ocearf, 
and deprived of all extei'nal intercdurfe, is of 
itfelf a worid fufficiently ftrange ; and here, by 
the mutiny that had taken place, it was a world 
turned upfide-down. The crew, divided into 
"groupesi occupied here and there the different 
jfarts of the deck. On all fidies were heard mur*- 
murs, threats, ^tremendous im|)recations, and 
horrible oaths ; every where there prevailed a 
frightful tumult. The voices of the chiefs were 
drowned amidft the deafening cries of the men. 
Fiom the impetuous motions of this unruly 
muhitude every thing feemed to predid fome 
approaching and dreadful crifis. * Some among 
them, more enterpriflng than the reft, afited 
'with ; gf eater fbry: they flew with rapidity 
from place to place, as* if to communicate their 
indignation or thfeir fe^rs at the arrival of the 
commiflfary. The feeble light that prevailed in 
the veflel gave a gloomy tint to this fcene of 
hortX)r that bordered- on the fublimie. It was 
,{o many demons amidft the waves, bufyat the 
work of preparing torments for mortals^ At 
the fame time we were prefixed and enveloped 
by this licentieus troop. Then it wa^ that J 
V. felt 
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|!flt.^Il^he pieril of our.fituation. The title of 
compoiffaiy which Pcrcheron bore, was the re* 
vtrfe of giving \|8 confidence; it fe^med to 
tave brpught }fi\m purpofely on board to 
|Tuni(h the rioters# . The profcription that 
^waited him was fure to fall equally upon me^ 
^ho appeared to have accompanied him in ar«- 
^fr to lend him my afli Dance. A general mur^ 
mur wa« excited againft each of vw. A murmur, 
idid I f*y? Alas I we were the criminals ; and 
ihe menacing looks of thefe terrible judgea tdd 
,ws, in a language peifeiftly intelligible, what 
torments the pow« of force, combined with 
J^ge* W^« capable of injBi^iog on we^nefs and 
-innooencie* I had never fo ftrong a convidiwa 
jisattha* moiBent, by what a flendcr thread wc 
^otoctimes hold our Uvea, and how unexpeded 
is tliieiehance «pon wtiich d^ends our fafer^t 
Had one of thefe eonfpirators pronounced mp 
^death, a hwadred anms, no doubt, would i<v* 
ftantly have exewted the jfentence, and ih^ 
iea wpuld have been jit once a ton^ for u^ 
both. 

It IB true, IliAdmydoublc4}anreUied fiifce^; 
'hsai my oompanionhad nothing with which tp 
defend iumfdf ; and^ aa to tiie officers^ kicaj^ 
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«4Ac of exerting the neceflary firmnefs, they 
feemed, upon our arrival, to be in a dreadful 
confternation; ^8 if expeding fome fatal ex- 
plofion, that would deftroy at once both the? 
Ikip and its inhabitants, 

^As it was impoffible to withdraw from th€ 
danger that threatened us, we had no refource 
but to affume a tranquil countenance, and wait 
the event. This refolution gave us fortitude, 
Percheron, little difmayed by the threats of the 
violent, (aid, in a tone of authority, that be 
wi(hed to be informed of the caufe of this mu-* 
tiny ; and that the crew might depend upon re- 
drefs, if their complaints were juft, and upon 
being treated with lenity if they had unfortu^ 
nately overftepped, through miftake, the necef- 
fary bounds of obedience : and turning to thofc 
who feemed defirous of giving him thfi par^ 
ticulars of the afiair, he appeared not to notice 
the animated geftures and murmurings of the 
reft. His tranquillity by degrees fo far ap- 
peafed their anger, that we were able, at laft, 
under pretence of doing juftice to every par^y, 
to adjourn the farther licaring of the bufineikr 
to the next morning. Percheron had hoped 
that iieep would in the mcsai time calm their 

irri^ 
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^irritated paffions, and fuggeft to his mind flw 
. means of tprininatyig tha affray* 

There was no way by which to quit the veC* 

feJ ; and, as we had arrived at this fextremily, 

it would have been equally daftardly and in- 

<»difcreet to abandon the crew to the mercy of 

Jb furious a tempeft* 

: . The: preparations. for fupper afforded but 
, little relief from, the trouble in which we were 
all plunged; and- we thought, therefore, of r$- 
: tiring 1 9 reft. The captai n gav(3 his • bed . to 
-Peixhcrbn^ while I .had that of the firft pilot, 
•^ "which was litu^ted in ^ cabio upon the^eck. 
:ht this c^bin 5va^ a window, the panes of 
-which had been brokeri at the commencement 
bf-the diiiurbarice. It is upon fuch thingj^ 
.upon windows and lamps, that your malcon- 
tents always vent their firft fpite j as if the 
noife Qccafioned by the breaking of theni was 
calculated to appeafe and fatisfy their ven- 
geance. Thefe broken panes were a fubjeft 
of alarrping inquietude J I confidered them as 
a fecond Judas; becaufe, fronting the head of 
my bed, they afforded an eafy opportunity to 
. any ill-difpofed perfon in poffeffion of a piftol, 
' to fhoQt me during the night, (hould the dif- 
► . ; turbance 
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turhance happen to break out afrefh. To. guard 
as much as p( lEble againft furprife, I begaa 
^^ith putting out the light ; then having 
changed the diredion of my bed, and plated 
my iufee, which was well loaded, by my 
^fide, I waited the return of day. fleeping as I 
could. In the intervals of my fleep,^ I heard, 
from thole who walked the deck, the moft fe- 
ditious dilcourfe, threatening the next day to 
fli.>w no favour to any one; 1 faw fome of them 
pafs before my cabin, and they appeared to ele- 
vate their voic<;s that 1 might hear them. At 
length, day- light appeared : delightful day-light, 
which diflipates the phantoms of the imagi- 
nation, and rerrdens alio the wicked Icfe daring 
and prefumpturus f What we had hoped came 
to pafs ; refledion, and ftill more perhaps the 
dread of a well-d^ferved punifhment^ had 
calmed the fury of the moft vehement. Per- 
cheron, judicioufly embracing fo favourable a 
. moment, addrt (fed them in a moft animated 
fpeech, in which he painted in lively colours 
the vsrrongs and injuftice of this rebellion, and 
the fevere penalcies which the law inflids for 
' fuch crimes ; then, artfully afcribing the caufe 
pf the miicMpf to the perfidy of thgfe whofe 
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love of diforder had feduced and drawn in th# 
reft to the commiffion of fuch enormities, he 
promifcd pardon to every man thus mifled, 
iwrho (hould again return to obedience; and 
concluded his fpeech with a (harp reprimand of 
the ring-leader, who, though in confinement, 
was, no doubt, hatching in his mind new 
troul lc5. This man, perfedly naked and 
ilr<?tchcd at hi^ lengf , was bound within 
a chicken coop, which was faHeneJ and barri*^ 
caded with clan^ps of iron. He was o e of 
thofe beings to whom nature has given, with 
a robuft conRitution, ihat tortiiude of mind, 
that contempt of danger and death, fo favour* 
able to, and lo deftrudivc in, fadlions. He 
ftill threattned. They had^feized him at a 
moment wh' n he was offhis guard ; which was 
a neccflary precaution, as he was able of him- 
fcJf to infp're terror into the whole crew. The 
bufinefs of bringing to trial and puni(hing this 
man devolved upon the chief magift? ate of the 
Cape ; and accordingly he was ordered to be 
conveyed thither. From this moment tranquil- 
lity was reftored; and we were convinced, 
from what we faw in this inftance, 'that, in 
every cafe of tumylt, noting more is neceffa^y 

I*. 
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te retail a mifguided multitude to their fcnfe«^ 
than to humble them in their own eyes by 
ihowing them the defpicablenefs of their con- 
dud^ or to take from them their chief. With 
ref])€Cl to the reft of the inlurgents, they were 
delivered over to the cletnepcy of the captaia 
Und officers of the veflel^ by wrhom a general 
amtieiiy was granted j and they all rcturai^d to 
their duty. 

Having left the (liip, and being once again 
i)n (hore, we weri eager to repair to our coiri- 
pany, to relate the ctrcumft^nces of the danger 
Mre had efcapcd, and of which upon leaving 
them we had no fufpicion* 

How little did 1 expert that this fingular ad- 
Venture wasdeftined to be followed by a ne# 
mortificatirn, of which the confequences were 
loDg in my memory^ and that, iti quitting fot 
a day my dcareft friends, I fliould have to la- 
pient the lofs of one of Ihem, ^nd fpeedily tb 
prepare myfelf for feeing him fio more ! 

As I drew near to the habitation of Slaber^ 
t difchargjed, as I had heen accuftomed to do, 
my fufee, to inform them of our arrival, find 
jto invite them to meet Us. In fplte of my re- 
Ipeated fignals, iio perfon appeared j a fileoce 
4 of 
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,of friendiBip that feemed to announce to mc 
fome melancholy news. 

My fufpieions were prefently verified, when 
upon entering the hall I faw the daughters of 
•Slaber approach me with an air of inquietude 
and dejedion. Alarmed at this reception, 
the caufe of which I conceived related to 
themfelves, I anxioufly demanded what mis- 
fortune, in fo .fhort a fpace of time, had be- 
ifallen thcn>. ** The misfortune I have to ac- 
/* quaint you with," faid one of , them, " i^ 
• *• perfonal to yourfelf : Boers is returned to 
** the Cape, and in a few days you will lofe 
*' him. He has received, in your abfence, 
^ difpatches from Holland, informing him that 
•• his refignation has been accepted ; and, as 
" there is a veflel in the bay ready, at this mo- 
*'*ment, to fail for Europe, in which he is re- 
/' folVed fo embark, ne inftantly mounted his 
/* horfe, with Larcher, to make without delay 
** the neceflary preparations. ' I n^e<l not fay 
*' how happy we fhpuld efleem ourfelves if^ 
*' after this lofs, we could prevail on you and 
^' your friend to remain with us awhile: at 
*' the fame time it is, my duty to tell you, that, 
"before he left us, Boers for^faw that you 

' •* would 
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•* would perhaps be defirous once more to 

afford him the plcafare of feeing you at the 
•* Cape : with thus view«he has left behind him 
** his carriage and horfes ; and here is a letter 
** alfo which he has written, and which he re* 
** quefted might be delivered to you.'* 

The beginning of this difcourfe had alarmed 
roe, but, from fome caufe or other, I was re- 
vived by its conclufion. I imagined that^ from 
a fportive difpofition, they were defirous for a 
moment of amufing themfelves with me. A 
letter, the carriage and the horfes, — it muft 
furely be a pleafantry ! And fo convinced was 
I of this, that, notwithftanding the air of feri- 
oufnefs with which it was told me, and the 
proteftations of the whole family that he wasf 
aftually gone, I vifited, with Percheron, every 
room of the houfe in fearch of the abfentees, 
not doubting but they had concealed them- 
felves to keep up thejeft. Alas! They were 
gone ! — My beaefadlor had quitted me ! And 
my only confolation was to haften to the Cape, 
once more to embrace him before his depar* 
ture. 

The next morning as foon as It was li^ht 
we entered the carriage, Percheron and myfelf, 

Vol. I. H and 
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and were inftantly off. Arrived at the houfe 
of my friend, the firft objcds that faluted my 
eyes were his trunks^ and packages colleded 
together to be conveyed on board the. fhip ; 
which, as I learned from himfelf, was to fair 
the next 4ay. In vain had the phyficians re- 
prefented that his health was in too feeble a 
ftate to encounter fo tedious a voyage ; thas 
he ought firft to fpend two or three months 
in the country torcgain the neceflary ftrength ;. 
and that the ihip, befides, in which he pur- 
pofed to embark, being too fmall to admit of 
the proper accommodations, he was rafhly ex- 
pofing himfelf to almoft certain death : nothing 
could difTuade him. Prejudiced againft a couW 
try in which he had experienced a variety of 
troubles, and which were likely to increafe, he 
longed for the moment of withdrawing from 
iu In Holland, too, he had left a rei^edable 
father, whofe image w:as alive in his heart, 
and his feparation from whom he had alwaya 
regretted. In a word, he preferred the hap- 
pinefs of feeing his family to the cares and 
anxieties which accompany wealth and follow 
in the tVain of empty honours. 

Subjed, myfelf, to iimilar recolledions, and 

Cijipable, 
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edpable, in his {ituation^ of imitating his con« 
dud, I could not, ftrong as was my attach- 
ment to him, attempt to combat fo determihed 
a refolutionj and I therefore thought only 
how to employ to the great eft advantage the 
few and fleeting moments of friendihip that 
remained. I was anxious he fhould take with 
him fome ple<dge of my regard. He was no 
naturalift, except fo far as he had imbibed 
from me a tafte for the ftudy ; yet I feledted 
from evefy defcri][>tion of my treafures a valu- 
able cabinet of curiofities of natural hiftory, 
which I fent on board with his other effeds i 
and I had almoft refqlved to embark myfelf,- 
'f% great wasi the dejedion of my mind at the 
idea that I fhould no longer have before my 
eyes this judicious counfellor, this confoling 
friend, who had more than once received intd 
his bofom the overflowings of my heart, at a 
time too when he had his own vexations to 
devour. 

The 25th bf Odober 17S3, a melancholy 
epoch that has a thoufand times recurred to my 
remembrance, and that has occafioried me, of 
all the events of. my life^ the gfeateft portion 
of weariibmeflefe and regret, at length arrived. 
Ha. It 
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It was n^ceffarrto ftparatc. •* I depart,'^ fiid 
he, previous to his quitting me, " perfedly 
^ tranquil as to every thing which relates to 
^ yourfelf: I have recommended you to my 
^ moft intimate friends, whofe care you will 
** experience, and for whom I can anfwer ad 
** faithfully as fot myfclf. Meanwhile, that I 
** may not, when abfent, be totally uncon- 
♦' neded with your grand expedition ; I wifh 
•* to contribute to if a few trifles, that ate no 
^* longer heccflfary to me, an4 which I beg you 
" to accept : they are my two hunters, my 
^ two fufees, and, in Ihort, to fave you the 
^ trouble of liftening to a dry catalogue of in- 
•* fignificant articles, my whole Iportiiig ac- 
^ coutrements.^ 

I .was fo oppreffed that I could ttct anfwer* 
Without giving me time to fpeak, he pointed 
to a morning-gown placed on a chair, for which , 
I had obferyed in him a particular predijedion, 
though he feldom wore it except upon certain 
fixed days, " The fluff,*' fsdd he, " of which 
** this garment is made, wa^ once wom by my 
^' mother, who, upon my departure for Africa,. 
•f entreated I would wear it in my turn out of 
"love to lier, as a monument of her affedion 

« and 
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^ and an eternal pkdge of remembrance. J 
" hav^ hitherto difcharged this duty with the 
" mod filial tendcrnefs, though it has long 
" painfully reminded me that this dear parent 
*• is no more ; but now that I am going tp' 
*^ refide with my father jto confole and comfort 
** him in his old 4ge, can I any longer pre- 
** fervc what would inceffantly expofe to hi? 
*^ view the lofs he has fuftained ? No ; it is my 
*' friend who muft henceforth wear it for me; 
" by this title is it, my dear Vaillant, that J 
*' tranfmit it to you, not as an ordinary pre* 
*' fent, but as a legacy that was bequeathed me, 
^ a legacy tljat I value, and of which I charge 
^* you to acquit for me the duties, by ufing it 
** agreeably to the intentions of my veneraljle 
*^ mother.'* 

Siich a prefent as a morning-gown to a tra- 
veller accuftpmed to a very diflferent ftyle of 
drefs, almbft always equipped in a hunting 
jacket and with a fufee in his hand, willapV 
pear laughable enough to the reader, who will 
conceive it much bcj:ter fitted for the fhbulders 
of one of our phyficians or folicitors of the 
iricient mode. But the occafion of this fcene,' 
which fo lyiany would look upon as calculated 
H3 for 
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for a Bartholomew frolic, ftamps on It fuch 
affcding marks of fimplicity, goodnefs, and 
fincerity, that'evcn to this moment it excites in 
my mind the tendered emotions. The gown 
i^felf is of no value : but the ideas it revives are 
touchir^^. The hand from which I received 
it is fo dear to me, that now, after ten years 
have elapfed, I cannot pontenaplate without 
pleafure th^ remains of a garment, which I 
made a point of wearing to the laft thread as 
foon as I became more fettled. The moft beau- 
tiful relic of antiquity would not have been 
more religioufly preferved, 

I threw myfelf into the ai^nis of my friend 
with tears in my eyes, and I felt his alfo 
Efioiften my cheek. His houfe, w^here every 
thing was in motion, was an afFeding fpe(flacle j 
it refembjed the hurry of 4 removal upon the 
approach of robbcfSi. The ?ibandonment of 
places to wh^ch we hav§ b^en fo ftrongly at- 
tached, and in which we have tafted the trueft 
and moft innocent enjoy nients, has in it, to 
minds of feeling, fomething that is dreary and 
difconfolate, Xhehabitationofmyfrieridfhared 
a little in the regrets that I felt fot the matter ; 
^n article of. furniture, the fimpleft things tha^ 
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fce was in tlie lia%it of ufiing, painfully at- 
tracted and fixed my regards. This acute fen- 
fibility is the inheritance and misfortune of a 
fmall number xDnly of human beings z Where^- 
ever it exifts it gives a&ual life to the moft ia» 
ani matte otjeSs. But What rendered the fcene 
ftill more affliifting, was the mournful filence 
of our common friends aflembled round the 
one Who was leaving us. We accompanied 
him to the boat that was to tear him from our 
embraces. As he would not fufier us to attend 
him to the ihip, we r^emained on the fliore 
following him with our ey^s. Amved on 
board, be waved his iiandfcerchief from tfee 
deck, as^he iaft, the farewel fignal pf friend^ 
fhip. 

A perfon equally dear to us both todk pity 
on my fufFerings, and conduded me to his 
houfe. We fpent the day in enumerating the 
various inftances of benevolence which had 
honoured the public and private life of the 
beft of men. His name was inceflantly in our 
mouths. While we were thus foothingly oc- 
cupied, our grief was fuddenly reaewed by the 
ireport of the guws from the harbour ;and rthe 
port, which announced the departtn<0 -of the 

H4 veflel^ 
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vefTel, and faluted the fifcal for the lad: titne^ 
I flew to the turret of the houfe, and, with my 
glafs, 1 faw the veffel failing fo rapidly before 
the wind^ that it quickly funk below the 
l^rizon. 

When night arrivedi I returned to my old 
aps^ment. It feemed a prifon to me. Left 
to myfelf, I wa& like a culprit whom all the 
world had abandoned, and who was delivered 
over to his retnorfe. No lover ever felt more 
acutely the pains of feparation. 

The next morning I was vifited by Ser- 
rurieri the new fifcal; Colonel Gordon, com- 
mandant of the place; Hakker, the fub- 
governor j Conway, colonel of the Pondicbcrry 
regiment, whom I have fince had the pleafiiife 
of feeing at Paris ; and, in fcort^ by all the 
friends of my dear Boers, all the perfiwis to 
whom he had recommended me, and who join- 
ed in afliiring me, that it fhould be their bufi-^ 
neis to make me forget, by thdr care, a lofi 
which Was notlefs fenfibly felt by them than by 
inc. Evfery one entreated me to take up myre- 
fidence at his houfe ; but among thefe offers I 
ought particularly to notice that of Colonel 
Gordoiii which was made in the name both of 

himfelf 
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liimfelf and his wife, and with fo touch impfor^ 
tunity, fiich extreme kitidnefs and fincciity, that 
it was impofTible not to accept it. Befidse, in- 
dependently of perfonal obligations, and the 
ier vices he had rendered me from the moment 
of my arrival at the Cape, he had a tafte like 
myfelf for natural hiftory, and I was attached 
to him by this circumft^nce, as well as by the 
tie^ of gratitude and fnendihip. I refolved^ 
however, not to avail myielf .immediately of 
this obliging invitation, and I requefted that 
he would fuffer me to remain in my prefent 
apartments till after the fak of Boers's effe€ls : 
for the houfe was ftill completely fumilhed, as 
he had taken with him fuch things only as lib 
Voys^e rendered abfolutely neceflary. 

When the fale at hength took place, it proved, 
beyond any thing that had preceded it, the 
^neral efteem which the ex-fifcalhad enjoyed 
at the Cape. The defire which every body 
felt of poffeffing fome portion of his efffeds^ 
r^ifed them to a price greatly above their valu^ 
Among his friends there was even a wamy con-^ 
tention who fhould have fuch articles of the 
furniture as had been p^icularly appropriated 
to bis pefl^nal ufe. All confidered it as a duty 

to 
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to have one lot at leaft ; and I faw, with pe- 
culiar fatisfadion, in the #untenance c5f each, 
as they bore away their purcliafes, a r^gijet for 
the perfon to whom they had bdonged. 

Previous to this fale, the colond had afked 
ine to accompany him in an experiment that 
he waB defirous of making in order to afcer- 
tain the polition and bearings of the Piquet 
mountain, as viewed from the Table mountain. 
The proje£t was no fooner known in the town, 
tiaam a number of officers belonging to the 
different regiments of the garrifon requefted 
they might accompany us. Of thefe perfon* 
ages fome had no other inducement thati that 
of enjoying, as mere lookers-on, the fpe<3:ack 
of his labour, and others were idlers at a lofs 
how to employ the day. The firft would be 
pcrfi&Slly recompenfed with the fight of a 
magnifkejit prbfped, and the laft with being 
aUe to fay, on their return to Europe, that 
Jthey had been at the top of the famous Table# 
Though a troop like this w^uld be more in- 
commodious than ufefui, h^ yet acqulefced $ 
and we let out, at day-break, with the necef- 
fary inftruments. A moft fortunate ^ircum- 
Aance favoured pur operation : the Iky, dm:r 
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Ing the wKde day, was perfedly ferene, and, 
what is infinitely rafe, not a fingle cloud upou 
the Table mountain came to annoy us. 

Upon this occafion I experienced the enjoy- 
ment of a particular felicity ; which was that 
of having killed, upon the platform of the 
mountain, a bird of a new fpecies, which, till 
that moment, I had nqt feen in Africa, and 
which I have never met with fince. It was 
the rock black-bird. 1 brought it with me to 
Europe ; it conftitutes at prefent an article in 
my coUedion, and will form, in the Ornitbolqgy 
that 1 {hall foon publilh, a new and intergfting 
fpecies not unworthy the attention of the 
naturalift. 

A b rd killed fo near the town, and at tht5 
fame tinf>e new to all the inhabitants of the 
Cape, ij^uft have been a ftraqger to the place 
where I found it, I fufped it to have emigrated 
from that range of rocks and mountains, which, 
from their refemblanee to thofe of the north 
of Europe, bear the name of the Norwegian 
mo^ntains^ and which, detaching themfelves 
from the Table n>ountain, and ftretching to the 
fouih, fprip what is called xh^ foutbern point of 
^Jric(i^ M^ny perfpn? have had the curiofity 
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to vlfit this pointj but they have ^trWed At it 
dihtt by the fca-fidc or by the toute of Con- 
flantia afid Falfe-Bay^ I, on the contrary, vf^^ 
defirous of finding my way thither along the 
^to^ of the motintain^ tbemfelvei. 

So ne^* an enterprlfe feemed to prpmife me 
ofirioteB and unknown objefts. I had nothing 
td dread on my journey but eitreme fatigue^ 
^d the confideration of fuch an inconveni- 
ence wsls Kftl^e tdlculated to ftop mc. 

A iHgftd lent t^t two negroes, to whom I 
added a Hottentot, atid I divided among themi 
the labour of caftyiftg my camp equipage, xhy 
carbine, d cloak, pdwder and fhct, feme dried 
provifions, and, in (hort, what appeared to m§t 
tti Be abfolutely indlfpehfable ; for, being obli- 
ged comtnually to afcend and defcend, it Wa^ 
necefla^y that We (hould have no incun^brance* 
As for me, I carried my double*-barrelled fufee^' 
had two piftols in rtiy girdle, arid Was followed 
by three dogs, the choiccft of my pack. 

It wis thus equipped, and favoured by the 
moft beautiful weathet, that I repaired to the 
fuiiimit of the Table mountain. 

Seen from afar, and at a certain dlftance,^ 
this niountain feeqis to terminate iri a flat top j* 

?ind 
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and heace has arifcn the name of Table given 
tp it by marinefs and travellers* Its fummit, 
however, as 1 have already faid, i§ far from 
being a plain. Interfered throughout by 
enormous cavities, it at the fame time appears 
tugged with ridges, eminences, and high rocks ; 
i;vhich, by their crumbling down and the 
changes they undergo, atteft how much they 
have loft their primitive form. lt$ longeft 
iide is that which looks towards the town. 
Not being provided with inftruments, it was 
impoffible for me to meafure the extent of it. 
exadly. I however attempted it by walking 
feveral times over it ; and I obferved that each 
time I Went^ from the eaftern to the oppofite 
wcftern extremity, it required nearly twenty 
minutes : which certainly indicates a quarter of 
a league in length, at lead. 

While eimployed in my meafurement, my 
good fortune rendered me a fpedlator of an in- 
terefting phenomenon, which the curious have 
often fought to obferve on the mountain, but^ 
which does not always prefent itfelf to tl>e ey^ 
of the beholder with the fame magnificence: 
I mean the formation of one of thpfe fouth- 
eafterly ftorms, producetl by the accumulation 
1 of 
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of clouds on the fummit of the Table, \^hick 
is vulgarly called its peruke^ as I have already 
faid in my firft Travels. 

This phenomenon I mud here defcribe, but 
in the mod accurate manner, le(Vthe effed 
fhould be taken for the caufe, and that which 
belongs to the one afcribed to the other. It 
was preceded by a train of fog, which we faw 
bruihing over the furface of the fea, and which 
advanced towards us, pafling over Table-Bay* 
Its approach announced to me a mod dreadful 
tempeft ; but I rejoiced that I was able to be* 
hold and ftudy at this height the progrefs of fo 
beautiful a fpedacle, at the hazard of fome tri- 
fling incpnvenienccs, which could hot be put in 
competition with the advantages I was about to 
derive from obfcrvations, which, no circum- 
fiances perhaps would ever put it iri my power 
to repeat, if I fufFeredihe prcfent opportunity, 
which prefented itfelf fo fortunately, to efcape* 
Without delay, therefore, I pitched my tent 
towards the eafi, and as near as pofiible to that 
part of the mountain, which, already feparated 
from the TaWe by the progreffive and continual 
crumbling down of fragments from the adiori 
of the winds and the rain, is known by the 

I particular 
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particular name o£| the Devil mountain, and 
which 48 tending more and more to become 
infulated)from the large mafs* 

The train of fog feon covered the whole 
valley from Falfe-Bay to the bottom of the 
mountains, and at length entirely deprived us 
of the view of the charming landfcape of Con-» 
ftantia, Nicuwland and Ronde-Bofchj after 
which, becoming apparently larger, it foon 
reached the Table ; and, in lefs than two hours, 
iqcreafed to that degree that it not only covered 
the fpace which feparated us from the Devil 
mountain, but enveloped us alfo on all (ides. 
This mid wai fo denfe that it was impoilible 
to diftinguifh any thing at the diftance of a 
foot from us. The atmofphere, however, 
notwithftaading the movement of this great 
body of vapour, did not feem difturbed, I 
could not^ perceive a breath of wind; but, in 
return, my clothes were infeniibly foaked 
through. 

I have feveral times had an opportunity of 
remarking, that, when thefe clouds fpread 
fhemfelves over the Table mountain, they 
covered only the eaftern part of it, while the 
weftern remained pure and untouched. I knew 
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tHb; and I have laid elfewhere^ that, durmg 
thefefogs, a planter, who fcts out from the 
town in order to go to Falfe-Bay, may mak« 
his choice either to .walk under a fcorch* 
ing fun, by proceeding to the weft, or to ex^ 
pofe himfelf to continual rain by advancing on 
the oppoilte fide* But, as I was upon the 
mountain at the moment when the cloud was 
condenfmg itfelf I could eafily afcertain what 
part was covered, and what was not; ancf 
being even enveloped in it I had nothing to 
do but to walk forwards till I got out of it. 
This I did, proceeding towards the eaft of the, 
plain, when 1 found myfelf expofed to the 
rays of an ardent fun, and under a fky in every 
part ferene. 

My eyes were now gratified with a view of 
the moft beautiful horizon I had ever beheld. 
I could diftinguilh all the plantations which 
decorate the Tiger mountain, Blauw-Berg, 
Groene-Kloof and the Pic^uet mountain ; the 
town lay almoft perpendicular under my feet ; 
but ^hen, with my perfpedtive glafs, I looked 
at the weather-cocks of the houfcs, I obferved 
that they were turned in every diredion, whicb 
indicated that the greateft calmnefs prevailed 

the;*. 
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there^ as well as on the mountain, where there 
had not been the lead movement in the air, 
fince the leaves of the trees repofed in pro- 
found tranquillity* 

The bay difplayed a fpeftacle ftill more 
aftonifhing* The northern part of it was ex- 
pofed, at that rime, to a very violent guft c^ 
wind, which did not extend to the fouthern 
part. Thus, three fhips in the latter feemed 
to enjoy a perfect calm, while all thofe which 
were at anchor in the other, were agitated by 
a furious blaft. From this ftriking contraft, 
and I might almoft fay incredible, in fo fmall 
a fpace, there refulted a very great difference 
in the colour of the water. This doiM? effefl 
appeared to me like a magic pifture ; for it 
exhibited as it were in the fame frame, and 
without any interval, at once a calm and a 
tempeft- 

The conclufions I drew from it are as fol- 
lows : The wind, which had taken its rife on 
the furface of the Indian ocean, blowing with 
violence, entered by Falfe Bay, pafled to the 
Table Bay only through the defile that fepa^- 
rates the two bays, and followed its diredion 
in the northern part of the harbour, while the 

Voi, I. I projedion 
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projection formed by the mountains towa 
the Cape, and at the Cap^ itfelf, deadened 
greater part of its force. It cannot be faid^ 
therefore, that the colle^lion of clouds on tjic 
fouth-weft, which are accumulated over the 
Table mountain, and which thence precipitate 
themfelves over the town, occafion there thofe 
furious blafts of wind, fo inconvenient and at 
the fame time fo falubrious to the inhabitants of 
the Cape ; for I have feen the greateft tfanquil- 
lity prevail, not only in the town, but in alt 
that part of the harbour, which, being oppofite 
to the diredion of the mountain,^ muft naturally 
fhelter them on that fide. During the whole* 
time I refided at the Gape, I indeed always re»- 
marked that the hurricane was never by any 
means fo violent when the clouds remained in a 
ftate of ftagnation, and, as, it were, fufpended 
over the fummit of the mountain : the fame 
circumftance happens in all the interior parts 
of Africa ; and every where, in fliort, where 
great heights oppofe a barrier to this impetu* 
ous wind. 

About one in the afternoon, judging thai 

the cloud had attained its maximum of increafe, 

I retired from it in order to furvey it in a more 

I favourable 
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favourable point of vifew, and to afcertain, if 
jpoffible, its height. At a diftance it exhibited 
the appeararice of a mafs of fog, forced toge- 
ther and compreflTed by its own weight. Its ex- 
tremities, or upper and lower edges, were very 
apparent, I could perfedly diftinguifh where 
it terminated, and I can affirm that its height 
was not more than fifty or fixty feet. 

The fharp and elaftic air of the mountain 
had given me fo keen an appetite, that, how- 
ever refolved I was to continue my obferva- 
tions during the remainder of the day, I was 
obliged to fufpend them for a while, that I 
might go and take fome refrefliment in my 
tent: but fcarcely had I again entered the fog 
when I felt a light wind, exceedingly cold 
and cutting, which had not exifted in the 
morning. It was fo weak, indeed, that I as- 
cribed it to the motion of the vapour, which 
continued ftill increafing. As it, however, oc* 
cafioned me fome inconvenience, and I '^as 
here lefs than any where elfe in a fituation to 
continue my refearches, I caufed my tent to 
be removed, and went to pitch it at theeaftern 
extremity of the plain. 

My negroes and my Hottentot being totally 
I 2 ufelefs 
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ufekfs to me in the bufinefe I was engaged lo^ 
I was defirous of deriving fome othep benefit 
from them, by employing them, for the reft of 
the day, to feardi on the mountain for a pre- 
tended monument, refpeding the exiftence of 
whieh I had long been tormented. 

Kolben fays, that in 1680 the goy^nor 
Van der Stel having made an excurfion to the 
Table mountain, in company with feveral 
ladies of the Cape, and particularly . the lady 
of the governor of the Indies ; and being defi- 
rous of leaving to pofterity a folemn monu- 
ment of this party of pleafufe, and of the great 
efforts made by his young companions, he cau- 
fed to be ere£ted on the fpot a column or pyra- 
mid, with an infcription proper to tranfmit to- 
after ages the remembrance of his great name* 
The author even enters into details, and relates 
particular circumftances of this journey, to in- 
duce the reader to give credit to it : but notwith- 
ftanding the diligent fearch made by my compa- 
nions, they found not the fmalleft veftige of this 
pretended column ; which,, if the flory of it be 
true,mufteither have been deflroyed by time,or 
fome other hand inimical to fuch erections. 

I flill continued to follow all the move- 
ments 
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ments of the cloud. Part of it had detached 
itfi^lf, and, paffing through the hollow which 
Separates the Devil from the Table mountain, 
proceeded to fettle 4Dn the J^ack of the latter, 
whereit appeared lufpended, as in a ftate of 
ftagnation, without -having any further commu- 
nication with the grand mafs. About five 
r'Cj'cIock this detached part feemed to be prefled 
down, .and to have become heavier. I imagined 
thatit was going toprecipitate itfelf on thetowri, 
and to occafion there one of thofc hurricanes 
fo common at the Cape in the months of 
March and April, but uncommon at the feafon 
when I obferved it. I was, however, deceived. 
Without diminiftiing in height, it moved 
beyond the flat fummitt, defcended below its 
edges, and, winding along the declivity, rejoined 
the cloud at the Devil mountain, with, which 
it became confounded, fo that they were again 
formed into one. All this was effedled with- 
out the leaft difor-der in the air. The harbour 
itfelf ceafed to be agitated by the wind ; and fo 
universal was the calm, as to make me renounce 
all hopes :of a ftorm, with the fight of which I 
Aould have been highly gratified ; hut which, 
ibj its efFeds, would have afforded no fuch 
J 3 ^^mufemeijt 
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ftmufemeat to the inhabitants of the town, who 
were not equally inter efted in making obfer^ 
vatioris on it. 

The approach of night made me fome a*!- 
mends for this difappointment, by prefenting 
a very different pidure, lefs uncommon, in- 
deed, but perhaps more fublime than the grand 
tempeft with the fight of which I had flattered 
myfelf. The pidure I mean, was the fun 
fetting in the ocean. One might h^ve faid, 
that it was the arrival of the mafter of nature 
at the boundaries of the world. I faw this 
globe of fire plunge with majefty below the 
waters, and vanifh from my fight. How cn-»» 
chanting was the fpedtacle he prefented to my 
aftoniftied eyes ; when, fweeping the fqrface of 
the deep, he feemed all of a fudden to embrace 
the abyfs, in order to regain, as Oifian fays, the 
vaft palace of darknefs. On his approach, the 
waves raifed their agitated heads to be gilded by 
his light ; but their colours, illuminated by his 
rays, infenfibly died away, and totally vanifhed 
the inftant he difappeared. The ocean was na 
longer enlightened, but the immenfe veil of 
clouds which had colleded on theeaft, ftill re- 
fleded his flames from its upper fqrface. Their 

wholq 
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-vdiole mafs reprcfented mountains of fnow, 
and xhhir top difplayed n zone refplendent 
with all the colours of the rainbow. This 
fpe<9:acle lafted only for a moment j but at the 
diftanoe of about thirty leagues to the north, 
•the Piquet mountains, ftill higher than the 
Table mountain, retained, for fome time, the 
light on their majeftic tops, that feemed to pro- 
je<St from the purple and violet ground of the 
iky. They might have been ftyled light- 
houfes, deftined to enlighten the interior parts 
of the <:ontinent during the obfcurity of th? 
»ight. How little is man to this exalted height, 
,and how wretched are his paflions when he 
compares himfelf with immenfity ! 

On the approach of darknefs, the baboons 

had retired to their hales ^ the vultyres had 

iquitted the plain, and returned to the rocks : 

fome fmall birds oniy ftill fluttered around me, 

^nd, fcattercd over the fhrubs and the bufhes, 

weje <:elebr^ting with their ooncerts the-clofe 

of fo beautiful a day. Their fong^died away 

-with'the twiligtt ^ obfpurity gave up the moun* 

tain to funereal birds of prey; and I, thoi^ght^ 

■ ful and melancholy, returned to my tent^ 

wiU-ch my people had a^lready furr?aunded with 

I 4 'a large 
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a large fire,- for the purpofe of keeping at a dif- 
tance noxious arid deftrudive animals that 
(hun \\\t light. 

I had reafon to exped that I fhould meet on 
^the mountain with a kind of enemy ftilt more 
dangerous than thefe animals: I mean thofe 
fugitive flaves who quit their matters' habita- 
tion to refide among the rocks, and who takq 
advantage of the pight to plunder the neigh- 
bouring plantations. I had to fear, that fome of 
thefe defeners might be concealed in my Jieigh- 
bourhood, and that, favoured by the darknefs^ 
they m'ght attempt to furprife or attack me. I 
Jiad, however, taken theneceflary precautions; I 
was too well armed to dread fuch a combat; and 
the vigilance of my three dogs, ftill more tharj 
iiiy fires, enabled me to rq)ofe during the whole 
night in fecurity, 

The fog became fo mpift that, when day ap* 
peared, I felt myfelf in my tent quite pene-p 
trated with cold, nqtwithftanding a very thick 
cloak which I had wrapped round me, and 
with which I was entirely covered* If fuch 
vras my fituation, it may be judged what my 
pppple muft have fuffered. To recover fronj 
jnjr numbnefs^ I determined to fcmov? to a 
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part of the moiintain where I conceived there, 
would be no fog. lexpeded to find the fun there, 
as I had found him the preceding day ; but the 
cloud had partly covered him^ and he did not 
make his appearance till he had pafled the me- 
ridian. While waiting for his arrival to warm 
me, I traverfed the platform with my fufee, 
hoping to procure fome provifiorts, if I found 
any game in my way. I, however, faw only 
fome vultures, which, perched on the edge of 
their holes, benumbed by the cold, and foaked 
witlji the dew, were alfo waiting for the fun to 
dry themfelves and take their flight. In this 
condition, they feemed to be incapable of mov- 
ing their wings, and fuflfered me to approach 
almoft clofe to them. I killed feveral of them ; 
and when the fpn had re^appeared, and I felt 
myfelf warmed, I ordered one to be roafted, 
intending to dine upon it with my people : 
but the fmell was fo difgufting, and the tafte fo 
deteftable, that I could not endure it. My 
t^^'O pegroes alfo loathed it; and even my dogs, 
^fter haying fmeHed to it, turned away without 
touching it. My Hottentot alone ate of it ; 
^nd to \njn it W?ts tolerable, bggauf? it wa« 
fatt 

When 
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When we had dried ourfelves thoroughly, 
we ftruck the tent; and defcending on the fouth- 
eaft fide of the Table mountain, 1 made my 
way through the thorns and buflies to the 
Falfe-Lion's-head ; for fuch is the name of a 
mountain unfortunately celebrated by fome 
(hip wrecks, and very juftly dreaded fey ma- 
riners. To underftand this, it muft be recolr 
lc£ted that, as I have already feveral times <Jb* 
ferved^ there is another mountain called the 
Lion*s-head, which is aland-marktopilots com- 
ing fi-om Europe to the Cape. The falfe head^ 
takes its name from the refemblance.it has to 
the real head, though it is not fo high ; and 
this conformity is fo much the more dangerous, ' 
as, near this mountain, there is another, which, 
terminating in a flat like the* Table, reprefents, 
wjhen feen from a diftance at fea, the weftern 
face of the latter. In foggy weather, if the 
pilot, deceived by this refemblance, makes 
towards the land, thinking to enter the bay of 
the Cape, he is loft, as his veflfd is fure to be 
ftranded on the fand-banks of the ftiore. There 
is, however, a fure and infallible mark to dit- 
tinguifti them, which I think it my duty to 
point out. The Lion's- head is tQtaJly infulated 
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on the north fide ; there being only the back 
part of the Lion-mountain, in that quartett 
that can (how itfelf, and which is confiderably 
lower ; while the falfe head feems to adhere 
without interruption to a chain of mountains 
which, on the north, becomes united with the 
Table mountain, and, on the iouth, extends to 
the point of Africa, where it forms the pro- 
montory. In very hazy weather, indeed, the 
mark I have here pointed out becomes ufelcfs ; 
becaufe, the body of the mountains being then 
involved in fogs, their Aimmits only which are 
above the vapour can fhow themfelves. But 
in that cafe there is another certain mark of 
diftindiom The LionVhead having on its 
northern Ade no other mountain fo high as it- 
felf, its top myft be feen alone in that quarter ; 
whereas the falfe head having, towards t|;ie 
north, other fummits equally elevated, theie 
fummits and that of the falfe head muft be 
feen at the fame time. If the pilot, therefore, 
uncertain which of the two heads he perceives, 
fees to the north of that head, and in the fame 
line, the tops of other mountains, he cannot be 
miftaken ; if is the falfe head which prefents 
itf(?Ifj but if he pbferves nothing on the 

northern 
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northern fide of the point, and if of the motrn- 
tains he diftinguifhes it be the laft towards the. 
north, it i^ the real head 5 for the riimp of the 
Lion, which forms part of it, is low, and whea 
feen -cannot be iniftaken. It will readily be 
r-cmarked that thefe appearances can occur onljr 
to veflels which^ earning from Europe or the 
Indies, fiftd tfeemfeives to the fouthward of the . 
entrance of the bay : thofe which are more to 
the north have a quite different view ; and in 
that cafe it is impoffible for them to fee the falfe 
liead, as they muft then perceive the mountains 
of the Cape, fuch, almoft, as t^ey are here re- 
prefented j for when I took the viejv of them 
I was upon Roben iiland. With regard to 
the other view, that was alfo taken on my ar- 
rival at the Cape ; but, the drawing having been 
torn in two, I loft a part of it. I have, how- 
ever, fubjoined here the remaining part, which 
extends only to the Faife Table. 

I ihall not enlarge upon the importance of 
tihefe obfervations : to publifli them is, in my 
opinion, ferving the caufc of humanity 5 and 
bad my voyage, after fo much expence and 
fatigue, been produdive of n® other good than 
that of preventing a fipgle fliif wr^k^ I iliiould 
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tave applauded myfelf during my whole life 
for undertaking it. 

From the Table mountain to the Falfe head 
I every where obferved, throughout the whole 
tradt of country that I traverfed, a great num- 
ber of birds of the fpeciesof the blackbird, the 
thruQi, and the black and yellow bird*^^ j and 
after pafling the latter mountain, a numiber of 
bee-eaters, of the kind which are found m the 
fouthern provinces of France, and in Italy • At 
the Cape, as in Europe, thefe charming winged 
animals are birds of pafTage. They ftew about 
in thoufands before me in the valley, and fettled 
in flocks on the bufhes and fhrubs With which 
it is covered. Under other circumftanccs, their 
beauty would have been a fufficient motive 
with me to feek for them, but at that time their 
exquifite tafte was the temptation ; and with 
the advantage afforded me by their numbers^ 
a few^ difcharges of my fufee direded Into a 
bufli procured a fupply of provifion for myfelf 
and people for a whole day. 

Their abundance in this place aftonifhed me 
the more, as I had obferved many birds cf 

♦ See the note in page 259, Vol. I. of the Author's former 
Travels. T. 
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prey of the hawk kind, which attacked thenft 
without mercy. The valley abounded too 
with a prodigious quantity of green ferpents, 
of from four to five feet in length. It was the 
humidity of the foil that attraded thefe reptiles, 
which was alfo favourable to their increafe. The 
multitude and fize of them gave me no little ' 
uneafinefs j and I had the more reafon to be- 
lieve them venomous, as my dogs, which 
generally went before me in the bufhes, now 
ranged themfelves all three behind me, and 
advanced with feeming fean To aflure my- 
felfofwhat I had to dread from thefe cue-* 
mies, I killed one, and examining its mouth' I 
faw with joy that they were not dangerous* 
For once my dogs were deceived ; their in- 
flindl was in fault ; ^nd I afcribed the error to 
the gradual change efFeded in thefe domeftic 
-animals by education : wild dogs I am certaia 
would not have thus been miftaken. 

Another caufe of uneafinefs, and one that 
appeared well foqnded, ftill alarmed me : I 
mean the want of water on the tops of the 
mountains which I intended to traverfe, there*- 
by to proceed to the promontory of Africa. I 
was- fearful I fhould be obliged to renouncemy 

defign. 
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de%n, that I might not be diftant from fprings 
and ftreams, or forced to defcend continually 
from eminences to quench our thirft in the 
valleys, which would have occafioiaed at the 
fame time much fatigue and much languor. 
We had already enough to fufFer from the con- 
tinual afcending and defcending required in 
palling from one mountain to another, without 
being ftill forced to repeat feveral times a-day, 
under a feorching fun, this laborious exercife. 
Happily however It was not neceflary* During 
the five days that my journey lafted, I found 
in the clifts and holes of the rocks fome excel- 
lent rain water, and thefe fmall natural cifterns* 
• were fufEciently numerous, and had a fuiBcient 
abundance for all. our wants. 

From the foot of the Table mountain to ffie 
point of Africa, the diftance is generally reckoned,, 
by the common route,to be eight leagues; I made 
it, by my winding and tuirnings,from twenty- 
five to thirty : but I experienced no obftacley 
and I at length arrived at the formidable pro- 
montory, the moft celebrated and moft ftormy 
of all thofe of the antient world. The dangers 
of a fea almoft always raging occafioned it to 
be called, by the firft Portuguefe navigators^ 

the 
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the Cape of Tempefts } a" fatal a^ppdlatiod^ 
for which they foon after fubftituted the more 
confoling oiie of the Cape of Good Hope ; 
when, upoa opening to their fight the Indian 
ocean, it prefented to their barbarous avarice 
the pofleffion and treafures of the richeft coun- 
try in the univerfe. 

Placed pn a fpot of the globe the moft fa- 
vourable, perhaps, for the grand fpedacles of 
nature ; I had on my right the Atlantic, oti 
my left the Indian, and before me the South- 
ern ocean ; which, breaking with fury at my 
feet, fcemed as if defirous of attacking the 
whole chain of mountains, and of fwallowing 
up Africa. To render more magnificent the 
fublime efFe£l of this pidture, I had only one 
wi(h to make ; which w^s, to behold one of 
thofe tornadoes that gave rife to the firft ap- 
pellation of the promontory. For feveral 
hours I entertained hopes of this gratification^ 
upon feeing long trains of fog faifed by the 
wind from the furface of the fea ; but my ex- 
pectations were foon fruftrated, and the air 
became fo pure and calm that I could very 
clearly diftinguifli, at the eaftern extremity of 
Falfe Bay, the famous Cape of Needles ; whieb^ 

whei^ 
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Surkta feamen have the misfortune to mif- 
takulatc their longitude^ expofes them to cer- 
tain fliipwreck, and where were loft^ among 
others, the ambiffadors fent by the king of 
6iam to the king of Portugal. 

Notwithftandingthe ferenity which prevailed 
in the heavens, the fea experienced a degree 
of agitation. Its fwelling, oppofed to feveral 
tontrary currents, rendered it alio noify. The 
forges had not that majeftic regularity, in which, 
in happier ciime^, we fee them roll towards 
the fhore j there^ one after another, to vanifti : 
a too faithful pidure of life, and of the atini- 
hiktion which follows it : on the contrary, 
broken j^ainft each other, Ihey daflied them- 
felves in confufion upon thofe fhoals and rocks 
fo often buffpted by tempefts. 

As they reached the fliore, the waVes threw 
tout a number of fhclls^ and^ among others, the 
kautilus papyractus. Defirous of procurfug 
fome of theYe univalves^ fo delicate and ten<kl^ 
! went down to the fhore ; but I foon pe/- 
teived that none of them were perfed, being att 
either broken and mutilated, or elfe blackened 
by thie putrefadion of the dead animaU Ob- 
fetving fome alive, which the waves every 

Vol. L K now 



jjo TRAVELSIN 

HOW and then prefcnted to our view, my peo- 
ple waded into the water to catch tliem ; but 
the moment they approached their hands, 
the (hell inftantly funk, and, with all the art 
they employed, they could npt get hold evea 
of one J the inftinft of the animal fhewed 
itfelf to be more fubtle than they, and obliged 
them to give up the attempt. Amufed as much 
as difappointed by this dexterity, I called my 
fifhermcn, who returned not a little afhamed 
at being out-witted by a fhell-filh. More fuc- 
cefsful than they, I had the good fortune to 
kill feveral marine birds of the fpecies of the 
fea-gull and f^-fwallow. One of the latter, 
-charadlerifed by a large bill of the colour df 
red coral, will form among my defcriptions a 
new fpecies, entirely unknown to ornitho- 
logifts. 

Befides thefe birds, we faw fearing above 

the fea, and as far as our .fight could extend, 

a prodigious number of white boobies ^, which, 

with their wings folded and their necks ftretch- 

, ed out, fufFered themfelves to drop heavily 

* The fame fpecies has been defcribed by Buffon under 
. the name of fou de Bajfan* See les planches eniumineesj 
plate ajS. 
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From the Iky, like fo many mafles ofleiad^ 
upon the fifh which they obfervcd in the 
water. At the fame time the albatroflTes and 
frigats, more nimble in their motions, feized 
their prey, While brufliihg the furface of the 
Waves with an eafy and rapid flight ; and th^ 
pelican, with his huge ^bddy and broad- webbed 
feet, fwam majeftieally along, filling his cap^-j- 
crous gullet with the fmall fry, which he fifhed 
for with folemn gravity. Having, with a few 
difcharges of my fufee, difpeffed all thefe 
winged tribes to a diftance, I retird^di 

My tafte for new objiedts led me to avoid 
returning to the town by the way I had come. 
I knew that in the neighbourhood of Falfe^ and 
hear Simon's Bay, there were barracksj whi&re 
a detachment of troops irom the garrifoti was 
always ftationed; A poft fo diftant from the 
Cape is a kind of exile, during a great part of 
the year, to the men >?^ho are fent thither ; and^ 
for this reafon^ care is taken every three months 
to relieve them. 

At that time, the comniandant of this dteafy 

def6rt was an oflicer whom I had often had an 

topportunity of feeing at the houfe of Boers-^ 

i was therefore defirous of payipg him a vifit, 

K 4 and 
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and of taking advantage of thi$ occaficn to C3l^ 
amine at leifure the bottom of the Bay. > He 
not only received me with cordiality, but, upoo 
the pretext that it was neceffary to arrange the 
fmall colleftion of infeds and birds which had 
been the fruit of my journey, prefled me to 
fpend a few days with him. Wifhing to vifit 
Cape Falfe, and the fliores oppoiite the Bay, I 
accepted his invitation, and the next morning 
early a fifhing-boat that I met with conduced 
me thither. In traverfing this quarter, I beheld 
with aftonifhment thofe immenfe hills of fliell^ 
and fand which, manifeftly formed by the fea, 
afterwards ferved it as a fhore, and arc at pre- 
fent at a confiderable diftancc from it. Thefe 
undoubted monuments of* its abode convinced 
me, that this fea penetrated formerly to what 
is now a part of the main land, a.nd that it rofe 
there to a great height ; that it has fmee very 
confiderably retired, and, confequently, that it 
daily lofcs ground, though it appears that it 
ought daily to gain, by the frequency of the 
ftorms, and the violence of the winds, which 
kiceflantly drive it towards" the coafts. Aftec 
my return from this trip, I fpent two days more 
with th^ commandant. Six hours, at moft, 

lyerd 
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vrtre all that would be neceflary for mc to re- 
turn to the Cape by the ordinary route ; but I 
contented myfelf with fending back the two 
negroes, that had been lent me, loaded with 
the various objects I had colle<3ed, and returned 
myfelf by the margin of the fea-fliore, follow-i 
ing the windings of the b-ays and creeks, be- 
ginning at the point of the nautili, and ending 
tCn the fide at the weft. 

This journey, notwithftariding its (hort du- 
ration., was attended with fatigues which I had 
notforefeen. At every ftep, fome obftacle or 
other was fure to intervene. Here a projeding 
rock prefented itfelf, and there I was obliged to 
clamber a precipice with my Hottentot, aflift- 
ing each other in turns, and continually ex- 
poling ourfelves to the ri(k of flipping, and of 
being thereby precipitated into the abyfs below. 
At one time, arapid declivity oppofed our de- 
fcent, and we had no refource but that of com- 
mitting ourfelves to its mercy, by gliding dowa 
pn out baclfs, in danger of being mangled and 
torn by our hlL At another, after much toil 
^nd labour, 1 found noyfelf ftopped by fome 
jpr/eek or pieces of water, which, forcing itfelf 
between two high rocks^ blocked up my paf- 
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fage, and obliged me to make long an dwearli* 
fome turnings, the leaft inconvenience of which 
was a mortifying lofs of time. 

My journey, however, was at length hap- 
pily acGomplifhed. But it is not here that I 
fliall give the refult of it. The excurfion which 
I made afterwards, as far as the tropic, enabled 
me to become acquainted with other circum- 
ftances of a fimilar nature, and to convince 
myfelf, that not only the fouthern point of 
Africa, but alfo its interior mountains at a great 
diftance within the land, have in part been co- 
vered by the fea. At fome future period I 
fhall publifli my remarks and refledions upoq 
this fubjedl ; at prefent I fhall content myfelf 
with obferving, that the ideas I have here fug- 
gfeftcd become fo evident, upon vifiting the 
coafts of the colony, that they have ftruck even 
the Hottentots themfelve's ; and it is probable 
diat the Table, as well as the two neighbouring 
mountains, and all thofe which form the chain 
extending to the promontory, were formerly 
^n ifland, feparated from the continent by an 
^rm of the fea, which reached from Table to 
Falfe Bay, and formed a junction between 
them. It is hardly-poflible to refufe to thi$ 
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conjedure the force of truth, when we furvejr 
the low plain, and fee that itconfifts of nothing 
but a mixture of fand and ftiells half decom* 
pofed. . 

To this evident ifadi I fliall add another, 
which is, that this part of Africa, which 
I aflSrm, and with great reafon, to have 
been an ifland, has formed three very diftinft 
ones. I had a proof of this in croffing the 
chain of mountains of granite, of which I 
have before fpoken. I obferved there two 
long defiles, lying in a dirediion from eaft to 
weft, and which, it is, probable^ were formerly 
ftraite. That which ends at the bottom of 
Falfe Bay, is ftill covered with a land-hill ; the 
other terminate? at Baie-auK*Bois f woody 
bay.J To point them out to the reader, I 
have taken care to dot them in my chart. In 
fliort, being on different levels, it cannot be 
doubted that they were formed at different 
.periods. However ancieiit may be that epoch, 
there is one ftill more remote ; when the Table 
mountain itfelf, elevated as it is above the level 
of the ocean, feems neverthelefs to have been 
partly covered by its waters. 

^s to the natural hiftory of this part of 
K 4 Africa 
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Africa which 1 tratellcd^ I will freely conffcfs^ 
that I ha4 formed! of it too excrj^vagaa^ ^f> 
idea J for, of birds, I found no other kinds tha« 
are to be met with in abundance through the 
whole diftridt of Conftantia, Ronde-rBofch, and 
Nieuw-land j where they may be ohtained with 
kfs trouble than on thofe lofty mountains^ 
which arefa difficult to be climbed^ One alone 
feemed to prefer a habitation among thefe (leep 
rocks ; which was a particular kiqd of wood- 
pecker, pf the fi?e of our green wpod-pecker, 
^nd with a reddifli belly, . Nature, who doe^ 
not confine herfelf to general rules, aqd wbQ 
takes pleafure in attending to the miquteft de- 
tails,^ fporting with the fyftems of our metho? 
dical naturalifts,, has given to this red-bellied 
wood-pecker, habits the very reverfe of what 
are obferyable in all other birds that we know 
of the fame fpecies ; for it never clinibs trees, 
but perches itfelf, like other winged animals., 
upon the branches, and feeks its food in the 
earth, into which it forces its bill, and its long 
tongue, armed with a dart,, to drag out ita 
prey, in the fame manner as other wood-peckr 
ers do on worm-eaten trunks. 

Jhe only quadrupeds that inhabit tb^fe 
^ heightSj^ 
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lielghts, beri4i^ baboons, are the Kaitftfi oftha 
Hottentots, or I^lip-fpringer of the Dutch 
planters, a fpecies of antelope, found only ou 
the moft inacce^ible rocks, and of which I £hall 
ipeak elfewhere. In the low bottoms and vai-* 
leys, and particularly upon the borders of the 
iinall rivulet that pours itfclf into Bauroux-Bois^ 
^e found fonae Grys-boc^ and Duyken^ two Ijpe- 
pies ;that I have formerly mentioned. 

Every evening I heard the roaring of hyaenas, 
but I never met with any of them in the coorie 
pf the day. Once only I had a partial view 
pf a panther, among the fand-hills in the neigh- 
bourhood of Falfe Bay. I faw alfo fomc par- 
tridges of that large fpecies, very imprcperly 
palled at the Cape, pheafants. Shrubs and plants 
j^re very numerous on the mountains ; but of 
thefe enough has been already faid by Thuni- 
berg, Paterfon, and Sparraann. 

Upon quitting the lodging I had occupied 
at the Cape, in the houfe of Boers, I accepted 
pne from Colonel Gordon, though it was pro- 
bable that my plans would fufFer me to remain 
ip it only for a very Ihort time. 

Scarcely had I taken pofleflion of it, when I 
|>egaii to prepare for my departure, and gave 

even 
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even fome orders refpeding my carriages and 
cattle : but the Colonel, who was acquainted 
with the country through which I was about 
' to comrocnce my journey, and who had travel- 
kd over a part of it, flopped me iri my career, 
by aflfuring me that, if I departed before the 
rainy feafon arrived, I (hould find only parched 
and barren deferts, where I (hould infallibly- 
die of thirft, with my whole caravan. 

This argument brought me to a determina- 
tion ; for it was impoffible not to yield to the" 
advice of a prudent and enlightened man, who 
ipoke from experience. My confidence ia 
him was fo great, that I never even thought 
of objecting to what he faid. He had traftelled, 
indeed, to the north of the Cape, as I was 
preparing to. do; but, as it was not my in- 
tention to purfue the fame route, the advice h? 
gave was by no means applicable to me ; as, in 
the end, I too fatally experienced. I caution 
future travellers, therefore, who ihall undertake 
a fimilar excurfion, not to follow my example, 
but to fet out from the Cape at the time of the 
intenfe heat, or, at leaft, fo to fettle their depart, 
ture, that, during the fummer of the country, 
that is to f^y, frpni November to February, 

they 
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they may be In a higher latitude than that of 
the frontiers of the coloiiy. I fhall particu-. 
larife elfewhefe my reafons for fpeaking in this 
manner, and the reader will fee in what miiP- 
fcrtunes {was involved by undertaking this 
.journey 'at an unfeafonablc period. 

It wa& then -the month of January, and, 
agreeably to the advice of the Colonel, I was 
not to depart till May. By deferring it fo 
long, r could make my preparations at my lei- 
fure, with more care, arid even with more eco- - 
nomy : anpther advantage was, that it would 
enable me to complete, as far as poflible, a col- 
ledion of the animals of the colony. My dif- 
;after in the bay of Saldanha had confiderably 
injured this project, and now that it was in my 
power to finiQi it, I could not fufFer the oppor-^ 
-tunity to efcape. 

Such of the Hottentots as I had retained in 
my fervice fince my firft journey, were at 
Gfpene-Kloof, employed in keeping and look- 
ing after my ojien. I paid a vifit to my herds 
^nd their guardians, and had reafon to be fatif- 
^ed with both. Remarking however that, 
^mong my cattle,' there were three or four 
f?l}ich had been too much fatigued by their 

fprmer 
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formier excurfion, to be aWe to endure a &• 
cond, I parted with them* Colonel Gordon 
Jeat me four excellent oxen, which he had 
brought back with him from his expedition, 
and I purchafed befides a new team that coft 
me a hundred and fixty-five rix dollars, With 
regard to my people, they all not only (bowed 
tlie greateft eagernefs to accompany me, but 
had infpired the fame ardour into fome of their 
comrades, whofe courage and fidelity they in - 
fured, and who had requefted them to beg that 
I would accept of their fervices. Could I fore- 
fee that fuch fair promifes would afterwards be 
belied ? 

At the Cape, I experienced marks of kind- 
nefs from all quarters. The friends of Boers, 
become more particularly mine fince his de^ 
pariure, ftrove who fhould be the firft to offer 
me fome prefent, either to add to my ftores, or 
to complete my equipage. The wife of the 
Colonel referved to herfelf the exclufive priyir 
lege of fupplying me with fugar, and other 
neceflary provifions for my table ; whijp her 
hufband, military even in his gifts, begged me 
to accept of a new marquee, and the fervices 
of the armourer pf his jregiipent to repair my 

fufeca. 
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fufees. Van Genep, the poft captain, who 
had fucceeded Staaring, ordered me, from his 
ftores, a moft beautiful tent, in place of my 
own, which, from the continual rains I had 
experienced in the country of Auteniqua, had 
become unfcrviceable. Gilkin, the comman- 
dant of the artillery, and the officers of the 
garrifon, fcnt me a confiderable quantity of 
powder. In fhort, every perfon was defirous of 
giving me fomethingj and, from the general 
zeal difplayed in my favour, one might have 
fuppofed that my journey was a public enter- 
prife, to which all the inhabitants were bound 
to contribute according to their abilities. 

I coniidered myfelf as honoured by the fmal- 
left trifles, and made it my duty to accept them. 
. Among the prefents of this kind I muft men- 
tion one in particular, which was given me by 
the Colonel, and accompanied with fome plea- 
fantry. It confifted of three grenadier caps, 
on the gilt copper- plates of which, lower thaa 
thofe of the French, was reprefented the 
crowned lion that forms the arma of Holland* 
He was aware that thefe caps, were highly 
gratifying to the favages, and would gain ipe 

the 
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the good will of the hordes whofe chiefi I 
fliould think proper to.orriamfent with them. 

I employed them for that purpofe^ as will 
hereafter be feen, in different places in the in-s^ 
terior of the country ; and I have often re- 
gretted the want of objeds equally rare to the' 
favageSj and which might have facilitated art 
intercourfe that it would be vain to attempt 
in any other way. In general, and it cannot 
be too often repeated, it is only with toys, as 
one may fay, that the friendfhip of men in a 
ftate of nature is to be conciliated. I am filled 
with a mixed fentiment of contempt and indig- 
nation, when, in the accounts of travels among 
favages, Ijead hiftories of maffacres and wars, 
of which, without a blufh, men often avow 
themfelves the defenders, and which are exhi- 
bited to Europeans as ads of ptowefs, deijcrv- 
ing of renown, and worthy to be imitated* 
As for mq I have akeady faid, that liiy reafon- 
Ings upon this fubjedt are very different : of this 
the reader will be niore and more convinced, 
as he follows me in my travels. Experienced 
as I am at prefent, it vvould be eafy for me (b 
to condud myfelf, as to avoid even the thought 
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of an adventure that fhould coft the life of a 
fingle individual. It is in the name of hu- 
manity that I here exclaim againft the impu- 
dent pretenfions of thofe travellers, who would 
go to the diftance of four thoufand Icfaguei^ 
from their native foil, to fubdue by the fword 
their fellow creatures, and make them adopt 
even their moft ridiculous follies. By nature, 
man is neither good nor bad ; fociety alone 
can render him worthlefs. It requires no little 
addrefs and fmcerity to diveft ourfelves all at 
once of our prejudices, and rife to .a level witii 
thofe whofe confidence and love it may be ne- 
ceflary to gain. 

I did not delay, till the moment, of my de- 
parture, to provide myfelf with merchandife 
for barter, whiQh might be ufeful to me in my 
route. Whenever a veflel had brought any 
trinkets to the Cape, I procured an aflbrtment 
of them, and I had taken my precautions fo 
far back, as to be under no uneafinefs on that 
head. My provifion of lead, tobacco, glafs- 
ware, nails,-and, above all, khives and tinder- 
boxes, was ready ; and as my journey was to 
continue longer than the firft, I had doubled 
the quantity, intending ftill to augment them 
« fhould 



fiiOuld th^rt be room in my waggons wk^ I 
£et out» 

My kitchen litenfils havihg bj^n already 
fu£E[cient for me^ I did not think it neceiTary 
to make any addition to them. I only ex- 
changed a part of my porcelain for a few ar-^ 
tides of the fame kind made of pew ten I ftili 
^remembered the accident that had happened to 
it> when the waggon that carried it was over^ 
turned in a rivet* Such conveniences are Uttk 
of themfelves ; but when cuftom has rendered 
thejn neceffary, we feel a degree of dlflatisfac^ 
tion al being reduced to a condition in which 
it is impoffible^ to procure them, 

I ought alfo to mention here other articles 
no lefs eflential, and of which I made ample 
prpvifion. I mean needles, pinu, and tweezers^ 
with a quantity of riband, and fome dozens 6f 
Indian handkerchiefs, particularly thofe of H 
red or blue colour. All thefe articles, which 
the wives or daughters of the planters incef^ 
fantly afk from travellers, are neceffary to gaid 
their affedions, and perhaps fomething more 
when an opportunity offers. I c^rtied with 
me alfo, though very unfeafonably,.ahox filled 
w^ith locks and padlocks^ imagining that by 

thefe 
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thcfe I might render i fervice to fome of the iri^ 
habitants in the interior parts of the country : 
but what would hzvc afforded me confiderable 
{)leafure, in my firft journey, became ufelels 
in this ; as I found no occafion of giving away 
d fingle lock, except to a planter of Nameroo^ 
■who accepted it, I bdieve^ merely to oblige me, 
as I will freely confcfs I was ignorant myfelf 
where he could, fijc it^ there being only two 
Openings in his houfe, of which one, that 
ferved as a door, was fliut, during the night 
onlyj with an ox's hide ; and the other, ferv- 
ing as a window, was clofed with the botfoni 
of ah old cafk. Laftly, knowing how much 
TnufF was in ret|ueft among the Women, I pro-^ 
Vided myfelf with feveral polihds of it How- 
tever minute thefe details may appear, their 
probable utility to futilfe travellers, who may 
Undertake the fame expedition, leads me to 
tonfider it as an indifpenfable duty not to pafs 
them over in filence. 

I had fent for Swanepbel to town, to take 
tare 'of my packages, and to confult him re- 
fpeding my ftores. His knowledge in thefe 
hiatters was likely to be of ufe to itie ; and in- 
deed he reminded me of certain occurrences 

Vol. I, L that, 
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that, fof want of the neceflary tools, had occa- 
fioned u$ very great embarraflment?. To guard 
againft limifar inconveniences^, I appointed him 
infpedot-gefleral of all my preparations, charg- 
ing him to make a good affortment of every 
thing Kkely to be ufeful, that -we might be iii 
watit of nothing by the way. After difcrharg- 
ing the duties of his office, he repaired without 
delay to the horde of Klaas, to inform him of 
the day of my departure, and to appoint a ren-* 
dezvousiil Swart-Land, at the houfe of my friend 
Slaber, where I purpofed to aflemble my whole 
caravan, and where one of my carriages had 
been previoufly fent a long time before. 

Of the Hottentots who had accompanied 
me in my firft journey, there were only eight 
,with whofc conduct I had been conftantly fa- 
tisfied. It was my wifli, therefore, to retain 
only thefe eight, and I gave them notice of my 
intention. In vain did the others come beg- 
' :^ g^^ that I would accept of their fervices ; I 
^^pt to my refolution, and reje(Jied them. 
To fupply their place, Swanepoel, on his re- 
turn, propofed to me fome intrepid fellows of 
his acquaintance, for whom he became anfwer- 
able. Among them were two excellent. markf- 

men^ 
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ken, who he thought might be ufefuJ, and 
whom, indeed^ I accepted without hefitatiom 

I had it in my power to have enlarged my 
Company with feveral perfons more. As every 
one at the Cape knew that my firft journey 
had been fortunate, that no other accidents 
had happened to me than thofe which arer 
unavoidable in fuch enterprifes j many plan- 
ters and Europeans wiQied to be my at- 
fociates. 1 cannot repeat all the requefts that 
were naade me on the fubje<3: ; but, faith- 
ful to my principles, and determined more 
than ever to remain perfedly free in tnf ope* 
rations, I fufFered my refolution to be fhakeii 
neither by perfonal confiderationsi nor the 
tnoft preffing importunities j and, under differ- 
ent pretences^ foftehed by politenefs and civi- 
lity, I found means to difembirrafs myfelf of all 
my folicitors; 

Among the number was one in jparticular 
bf the name of Pinar^ a keen fpor'tfmah^ a great 
frequenter of the woodsy and more efpecially 
telebrated for his dexterity in hunting ele- 
phants; This mail, who by his great exploits 
in this way had acquired a certain celebrity in 
the colonyi and of Whom a hundred a£ts of 
La jprowefs. 
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|)rowcr8, each mor^ wonderful than anothiwv 
were related, ofiertd alfo to accompany me ; 
and, by the air of confidence with which he 
prefented himfelf, feemed perfuaded that I 
ought to efteem myfelf happy in having with 
me a hero of fo extraordinary merit. 1 ven- 
tured^ however, to thank him ; and my readers 
niay judge for themfelves whether I was wrong 
in refufmg him, wh^n I inform them that^ 
having had the misfortune to meet him on my * 
way, he had nearly dccafioped the death oimf 
old Swanepoel. 

I was, however, tempted to make an ex- 
ception in favour of a young furgeon, who 
was extremely preffing in his entreaties. The 
talents of a man of his profeffion might, in 
eafe of need, have become particularly^ ufefiil 
both to me and my caravan. Befides, being 
obliged to have an intercourfe with the favage 
tribes among whom I was about to travel, I 
fhould have it in my power to adminiiler to 
them afliftance, by Which I (hould fncreale to- 
wards me their good-will and affedlion : nor 
could I refled: without pain on that unfortu- 
nateGonaqua man, whom 1 had feen in his hut, 
abandoned to the moft dreadful torture, with^ 

0\X^ 
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out my being able, from my ignorance of me- 
dicme, to relieve his fufferings. 

On the other hand, I had to fear that the 
dangers and fatigue of the journey would be 
too great for the . courage of my Efculapius. 
Aad what was I to have done, fliould that be 
the cafe ? I muft have returned the fame way 
1 came, till I arrived at the colony, in order tp 
leave him in a place opfafety ; for I certainly 
Ihould not have abandoned him to himfelf ia 
the midft of the deferts. 

In this perplexity, I was ftruck with an idea 
that appeared to remedy the inconvenience, 
^d preferve to each his perfonal independence. 
This was, to have a feparate carriage and efta- 
blifhment for him, in order that, fhouU he be 
difpofed to return, he might do fo freely, with- 
out interfering with or impeding my progress. 
An arrangement like ,this would have placed 
us both equally at our eafe. I propofed it to 
him, adding, that my confent to his accompany- 
, ing me would entirely depend upon it : but it 
was iK>t accepted, ^nd I difmifled it from my 
thoughts. , ' 

Among my acquaintance at the Cape, there 
were ibme who would faift bav? ^iflwded me 

L 3 " fronj 
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fjTom my plan, afligning as a reafon the pretend? 

ed charafter of the African tribes, whom they 

reprefented as ferocious monfters and cannibals, 

among whom I ftiould foon be infallibly de- 

ftroyed. But, flattering myfelf that I knew 

man in a ftate of nature better than thefe fine 

talkers, whofe fuperficial knowledge had beea 

derived from books deftitute of truth, I had 

no dread of the danger that was announced 

to me. I have had opportunities of ftudying 

human nature in its uncivilized ftate ; every 

•where it has appeared to me to be good; every 

where I have feen it alfo, when not irritated 

' and treated with injufl:ice, to be hpfpitable and 

friendly ; and I here aflSrm, from the convidion 

of my heart, that in thofe pretended barbarous 

countries, where the whites have not yet 

rendered themfelves odious, becaufe they have 

never been there, it would have been fufficient 

for me to hold out my hand in token of friend- 

ihip, to make the Africans prefs it with aflTec- 

tion in theirs, and receive me as their brother; 

If I wifhed to obtain any fervices from them, 

or to barter with them, I had in my brandy, my 

toys, and my tobacco, very advantageous means 

pf commerce. What black is there who would 

pot. 
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not, with tranfports of joy, have yielded up to 
me every thing he had^ for goods in the poflef- 
iion of which he would have found the mod 
neceffary objedis, and the moft delicious grati- 
fications with which he was acquainted ? I re- 
peat it then, If I have been thwarted in my 
projeds, they are not men, but the feafons 
that I accufe ; the feafons, whofe unfriendly 
oppofition I begaa to experience firoju the mo- 
ment of my dejparture. 

At every time of the year the roads of the, 
Cape are bad •: and, if fuch be their ordinary 
ftate, judge what they muft be when the rainy 
feafon commences. Scarcely had I proceeded 
a quarter of a mile frbm the town, when one 
of my carriages was dragged into a hole, and 
overturned in the mud ; npr was it poffible for 
my ten oj^ea that drew it, nor the exertions of 
my Hot^^entots, to flop its fall 

In an inftant the accident waa known at the 
Cape, an J I was foou joined by a crowd of the 
inhabitants, fome attradfed by mere curiofity, 
and others by a dcfire of being ufefuL I had, 
in reality, need of afliftance to place the car- 
riage on its wheels again ; for it was not pofiible 
tp raife it without- unloading it, and the boxea 

X. 4 were 
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were fb large and fo heavy, that they could nof 
l^e taken out and replaced without a n>ultitudie 
of hands. It was neceflfary even to empty 
them on the fpot. Every- one lent his aid j 
and, as my effefts werq taken out, they were 
depofited round my carriages in fuch places^ 
as were freeft from nlud. In a little time» the 
whole furrounding fpace was covered with 
them, and every thing I poffeffed, expofed 
thereby to the view of the company. At 
length, my whole, cargo was again put in order, 
and I purfued my courfe ; but aot without 
many diftrefliilg refleftipns on the part of the 
fpet3:ators, who, from fo unfortunate a begin- 
ning, augured no good of my journey. 
- Their predidioris were but too true; and 
I had foou reafon to apprekend a fiill accom* 
plilhment of them, by a fecond misfortune 
which I experienced. 

The accident which happened to.niy car- 
riage t|ad confumed almoft the whole day. It 
was half paft three i.n the afternoon before I 
^ould proceed ; the days were the flibrteft in 
the year, and, if my carriages travelled in the 
night, accidents ftill more difaftrous might 
^ke place. To prevent this, I refolved to ftop 

towa^$ 
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towarcis the clofe of the cky, and I caufed my 
paitle to be unyoked in Gmene-'Valey (gi^en 
Jake), about two hundred yards from a plaa*» 
|:ation* 

' I obferye, in all the maps of Africa, and all 
the accounts of the Cape of Good Hope, that 
fhe Dutch word valey. is tranflated valky. 
The word vaky^ however, fignifies a lake or 
inarfli, and not a valley, which in Dutch i^ 

This was a manor plantation that belonged 
to the governor. His baas^ or overfeer, faw mc 
arrive, and, while my oxen were unyoking, he 
flood quietly at his door; but no fooner were 
they let loofe, than he gave orders to the Hot- 
tentots and negroes under his command, to feize 
them and convey them to the farm. At that 
mortjent I had juft caufed a fire to be lighted. 
Surprifed at the condu<9: of the Haves, I went up 
to the 'overfeer, and defired him to explain it. 
]^e replied, that there were particular ordtrs 
from government, which forbade any plantar 
%o unyoke and turn cattle adrift within his 
roafter's domains, and that, in confequence of 
4oing fo^ all my oxen were confifcated. Excel- 
lent logic for a knave devoid x)f all principle ! 

I wa$ 
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I was not a planter, and therefore the rcgu^ 
lation could in no manner afleft me. As a 
ftranger, I was pardonable for not knowing it; 
and befides this privilege of a ftranger and a 
traveller, I had, from the governor *himfelf, 
particular letters, in which he enjoined all the 
inhabitants of the colony, not only to avoid 
throwing the leaft impediment in the way 
of my journey, and to allow me a free paflage 
wherever my curiofity might lead me, but 
alfo to give me, by authority of government, 
every afliftance I might have occafion for, A\\ 
this I reprefented to'the overfeer, I obferved 
to him alfo, that, when my oxen were feized, 
they were in the downs, and confequently be- 
yond the privileged boundaries of the domain. 
In fhort, I complained to him of the uncandid 
manner in which he had behaved towards me, 
fince, inftead of giving me notice when he 
faw me imyoke, he contented himfelf with 
being a lilent fpeclator, as if highly gratified 
by feeing me fall into an error, 

To thefc remonftrances he made no other 
reply, than that he had a right to confifcate my 
cattle: and in truth the, capture would have 
te^n of fome worth to him. Tired of his 

iniquitous 
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iniquitous morality, I affumed another tone, 
arid, with all the energy that an honeft man is 
capable of difplaying when heated by paflton, 
I gave him to underftand what a rafcal I thought 
hini. To this he made no anfwer ; but order- 
ed his flaves to collect all my oxen,, and con- 
du(9: them to another plantation of the gover- 
nor's, a league diftant. I could then no longer 
contain my indignation ; and clapping my 
double-barrelled fufee to my fhoulder, I dc* 
clared aloud, that if any man dared fo much 
as to touch one of my animals, I would imme* 
diately blow out his brains. 

This threat had the defired effeO:. The 
baas and his flaves, equally intimidated, re- 
piained quiet, without daring to ftir. In this 
^attitude I left them ; and, while they fcarcely 
ventured to move, I ordered my writing^box 
to be brought, that I might inform the fifcal 
of what had happened, telling Swanepoel at 
the fame time, to. take one of my horfes and 
proceed to the- Cape with my letter. Upon 
liearing the word fifcal, the overfeer began to 
tremble : he was afraid that, fhould my com-* 
plaint reach his matter, he might be deprived 
pf his place. He begged me, therefore, to 

countermand 
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countermand the departure of Swanepoeli 
i)rdered his people to fet my cattle at liberty; 
^nd apologized in the moil iuppliant manner 
for his condu<a, throwing the blame* on the 
fevcrity of the orders he had received. 

What the knave faid of thefe orders was per- 
haps true ; for, if there are fervants of the 
greateft meannefs, there are alfo mafters of the 
moft fordid avarice. This confideration pre- 
vented me from feeking to punifli the overfeer : 
^nd, after all, when my oxen were reftored, 
what more had I to defire ? 

As I could not, however, perfedly depend 
on the. motives which had didated this man s 
excufes, I thought it right to' be on my guard 
refpedling my cattle. To turn them loofe 
to feed during the ni^ht would have been run-r 
ning the rifk, ftiould the overfeer alter his re* 
folution, of having them carried off without 
my knowledge : or he would have chargpd to 
jny account, and perhaps have exaggerated, any 
damage they might have occafioned. I ordered 
them, therefore, to be all made faft round my 
carriages, and I placed at hand fome armed 
fentinels to defend them. 

Next morning, atbreak of day, I proceeded 

on 
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on my rtJute towards Groene^K/oof (green val- 
ley), a canton fo named from the beauty and 
excellence of its paftures. It is one of the 
Company's pofts, where they fatten cattle for 
fupplying the butchers in the town, and for 
vidualling fhips in their way to and firont 
India, The day following, after paffing through 
Ba vians- Berg and Daffeh-Berg, I entered Swart-* 
Land. Though the toads were ftill equally 
bad, they ceafed to be dangerous to my carri- 
ages, becaufe we travelled upon fand. Aflured 
that there was no longer reafon to fear theit 
being overturned, and out of patience at the 
flow pace they advanced, I put. fpurs to my 
horfe, and took the lead, in order to arrive be* 
-fore them at the houfe of my friend Slaben 

He was ill, and very much weakened by a 
violent dyfcntery; a difeafe that in warm 
countries ia always dangerous^ but particularly 
fo to perfons advanced in years. I threw my* 
felf into his arms ; he. prefTed me in his j and 
by the pleafure that fparkled in hia comity 
nance, I faw that my prefence reftored, m fome 
mcafure, his ftrength, and alleviated his pains. 
Thefe fymptoms of convalefcence commtmi* 
cated delight to the whole family, and ii>- 

6 oreafe^ 



1^8 TRAVELS III 

creafed the pleafure they feemed to cKpericnce 
at feeing me agaio^ In the midfl of their 
kindnels and careifes^ KJaas came alfo to pay 
his refpe^ to me* I had appointed him a 
meeting at the houfe of Slaber, where he had 
arrived the evening before with fome Hotten- 
tots, his comrades, trufty perfons, whom he 
}iad feleded to accompany me» and whom he 
accordingly introduced. The daughters of 
Slaber thanked me, with the tendered affedioni 
for the relief I had afforded to the fufferings 
qf their father, and, to complete his cure, they 
belbught me to fpend fome time with himj 
In vain did I reprefent the embarraffment into 
which they would be thrown by the numerous 
traia that followed me : they redoubled their 
entreaties, and urged me with fuch terms of 
friendlhip, that I was obliged at length to 
comply. How, indeed, couFd' I refift thefe 
charming daughters, who, folicUing in behalf 
cftheir father, afked, as a favour, what I ougbl 
to have confidered as a kindnefs to myfelf ? 

At thfe Cape, the European manners havef 
introduced into fociety the different gameat . 
.that are common in Europe : but thefe games 
^re unknown in the colonies, notwithftanding 

(he 
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the inadive life and habitual idlenefs of the 
inhabitants. Neither cards nor dice are any 
where feen ; their fole amufement is the chace j 
and 'this, in general, they pinfue with indo- 
lence, unlcfs they have, as fpe^ators and qonw 
panions, ftrangers who are keener fportfmen 
than themfelves. ^ 

I was, therefore, treated with thechacc All 
the (hooters of the neighbourhood were invited, 
and for feveral days together we ranfacked the 
whole country around. Slater's daughtera^ 
}n the mean time, were not unmindful of their 
gueft ; and never, even at the court qf Aki* 
nous, was a ftranger t;he objedt of greater 
affiduity or more afFedionate care. They ex- 
erted their fkill in paftry, and prepared for m« 
cakes, bifcuits, and confectionary, to add to 
my ftock of provifions : delicate morfels, which 
I ought to have referved'for moments of fa- 
mine, but which, afrer the manner of children, 
I was impatient to devour and fhare witji my 
people. 

Xhefe hunting excurfibns prepared me for 
fatigues of a longer duration, apd I imagined 
myfelf already engaged in them. I had not 
negleded to arrange my caravan. To accuftom 

it 
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it early to the fcvere difciplioe that I wifiied^ 
if poffible, to obferve in this journey, I had 
encamped it at a diftance from the houfe, and ^ 
placed it imdcrthe infpedion of old Swane- 
pocl. I recommended to him to discharge 
his oflSce with the utmoft ftridnefs, as if wie had 
to dremd fome hoftile neighbour. I did not 
fail %o obferve it ipyfelf with the eye of a 
mailer j and I watched^ with particular atten-*^ 
tion, th« new comers that had been procured 
by Swanepoel: I was continually afraid t 
llxould have caufe to complain of thefe men, and 
tiiat their ardour might coOl before I had an 
opportunity of putting it to the trial. It ap^ 
peared of importance to me, to bring even my 
oxen and horfes to the habits they were here-* 
after to follow, and for that reafon they were 
removed to the camp : my goats alfo wer^ 
tied -up every evening routid my carriages. 
The much-loved family ofjSlaber were highly 
delighted with this fpedacle, which was p^t-* 
fedly new to them ; and the girls, particularly^ 
oft^i propofcd to travel and encamp with me* 
Due of them rallied iiie more obftinately 
than the reft, and repeated, that nothing ought 
to excufe my taking with me a female com* 

paniqn* 
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panidn. Senfible fhe was far from being ia 
earneft, I ftrenuoufly refifted all (he could urge 
on this head, and with great gravity refufed 
the offers of one. who certainly intended the 
boundaries of her father's farm to be the limits 
of her excurfion. However, it is not without 
fome vexation and regret that I now feel this 
happinefs was wanting to render the enjoy- 
ments of my peregrination complete ; and that 
nothing was more eafy than to have departed, 
fliared the toils of the journey, returned, and, 
in a word, lived with me. 

Though it was now the middle of winter ' 
according to the ideas of the inhabitants, that 
is to fay, the rainy feafon, we neverthelefs en- 
joyed for our hunting excurfions very favour- 
able weather, the rain not being fo frequent at 
this period in the mountains as at the Cape. 
This muft be afcribed to the colledion of clouds 
driven from the north towards the Table moun- 
tain, and which never fail to break over the 
town and its environs. We refided under a 
mild climate, and every day was more delight- 
ful than the preceding one. Thofe terrible 
fouth-eaft winds, which often defolate the ^ 
whole country around, had fled from our at- 

Vol. I. M mofpherc. 
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mofphere. The heavens were pure and fe- 
rene ; and I delicioufly abandoncjd myfelf to 
the enjoyments of this fecond Capua. I be- 
came folitary and thoughtful. At the fame 
time I regretted to fee fo many charming days 
no better occupied than in killing infignificant 
game, and was refolved to arrange matters for 
my departure; but an unexpeded incident in- 
tervened dill for" a fliort time to delay it. 

Nothing could be farther from my thoughts 
at that moment than that unfortunate veflel 
the Middelburg, in which I had formerly loft 
my whole property, when it was fuddenly 
•brought to my recolledion by one of Slaber^s 
fons, who came to tell me, that fome neigh* 
boursi, having examined the remains of the ' 
wreck in Saldanha Bay, had dlftindly per- 
ceived the hull, of the veflel, at the depth of 
twenty feet under Vv-ater ; that curiofity, and 
th6 allurement of the riches it might contain,^ 
had induced fome of them, who were expert 
divers, to plunge into the gulph, and that their 
labour and fearch had not been fniitlefs. Se- 
veral of them, he faid, had brought up fome 
valuable pieces of china j and. that, fmce, new 

divers. 
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flivefs^ emboldened by their example, had ha- 
zatded a fimilar fub-aqueous pilgrimage, aad 
endeavoured to found the fides of this lU-fated 
Veflel. It was natural for me^ who had loft in 
it the only treafures on which my hopes were 
founded, to put in a claim upon this oecafion ; 
and if by my efforts I obtained' only a piece 
of a rope, or forae wretched and broken fherds, 
they would have appeared to me precious re- 
lics, worthy of being carried away and pre- 
ferved in remembrance of my misfortune. 
, The cargo of the yeffel had confifted chiefly 
of porcelain from China and Japan. Other 
planters, as I have faid, in imitation of the firft/. 
had gone to fearch the wreck, and had been 
equally fuccefsful ; but the bufinefs, becoming 
at laft too arduous, had been abandoned. I 
was refolved, however, to revive the attempt. 
The calmnefs of the weather appeared to be 
favourable to the enterprife, and I was the 
more eager to engage in it, from the opportu- 
nity it would afford me, if I fucceeded, of pre- 
fenting fomp elegant porcelain to my fair 
bofteffes, as well as to fome of their neigh- 
bours, by whom, during my vifits to Slaber, 
M 2 I had 
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I had beeh treated with great kindneft^ and^ 
friendfliip. 

Accordingly, taking with' me a party of my^ 
people and fome good fwimmefs, 1 fet out for 
Hoctjes Bay, a fmall creek into which ourfhip 
liad retired when attacked by the Engliflr* 
fquadron. I found the Middelburg, as it had. 
been defcribed to me, \try near the fhore, 
about twenty feet under water, and its hull,^ 
from the calmnefs of the fea, perfediy percep- 
tible. 

This^ calmnefs aided the operations of my 
divers, and they entered upon the bufmefs with^ 
fo much alacrity, that it was not long before 
they brought up a number of loofe articles, 
which I depofited with great joy on the (hore. 
With fuch prizes, however, they were not fatit 
fjcd ; though the ttiilc was fo difficult, as the 
planters had experienced, that frequently, be-- 
fore they fiicceeded in an attempt, they w^ere^ 
obliged to return feveral times to the furface of 
the water to breathe. 

At the bottom of the Ihip there were whole . 
boxes ; but they were too heavy for the ex- 
ertions of a fingle individual to lift. Mean>' 

while 
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^hile it would be highly gratifying to them to 
procure me one ; and to acgomplifh it, they 
^devifed the plan of diving two at a time, hold- 
ing one another by the hand, in prder to L hour 
together on the fame box, and raife it, ;f pof*- 
iible, by their joint efforts, one on each fide. 
The manccuvre fucceeded ; and I faw them 
Ihortly appear with acomplete box, ^\hich w^ 
brought in fafety to the fhore. 

Charmed with my treafure, and anxious to 
iknow what it contained, I caufed it to be 
opened ; when I found, to rny extreme fatif- 
fa<a;ion, a handfome fervice of diflies and platen 
;t)f all fizes, well aflbrtcd. Other divers had 
fiirniflied me with tea-cups,, and fome magnifi- 
cent bowls, equally valyable for the beauty of 
ithcir fhape and their .extraordinary fize. But 
•by remaining fo lc«ig under water the cplour 
^f this china was fo much altered, tliat^jhe part 
.originally white appeared as if variegated with 
-A tint of green ; and what was ftill worfe, it 
had conti:a.(3;cd, from the fcmecaufe,fo.naufeoiis 
and fetid a marine foiell, that thofe of my peo- 
ple who had opened the box, or affifted id 
.emptying it, were, a$ v^ell a« myfelf, feized 
with .a vomitipg. Jgrom this circumftance I 
M 3 loft 
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loft all defire of purfuing any further my 
refearches. Beiides, night was approach-r 
ing : my people therefore, after wafhing 
the china, each took up his burden, and we 
returned. 

Flattering myfelf that this ftrange fmell had 
not penetrated beyond thefurface, my firft care, 
on my arrival at the plantation, was to afcerr 
tain this by caufing fome cups and other ar- 
ticles to be immerfed for a while in boiline 
water mixed with afties, I then wiped the 
yeflels thus lixiviated, and put fome tea in a 
tea-cup, fome victuals in a difh, and fome milk 
in a bowl j but they inftantly acquired fo de- 
teftable a tafte, and fo ftercoraceous a favour, 
as induced me to believe that all my labour 
would prpve to be fruitlefs. In vain were 
cthe;r means tried to deftroy this odour and 
tafte : none of them fucceeded, and I gave up 
the attempt. ^ 

In my difpleafure I had forgotten the bowl 
of milk; and upon my going to fee it, two hours 
after, I faw with aftpnifliment that it was turned 
to a curd. ^ It was to be prefumed that every 
other article of the china would have the fame 
jquality . I tried two others, and examined by 
' my 
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my watch what time they would require to 
produce a fimilar elFed. In foyrteen minutes 
the milk was curdled, and, what was remark- 
able, it had no bad tafte. This fa<5t fupplied 
me v\ ith as ufeful hint. It told me, that in 
the courfe of my journey I might fpeedily and 
whenever I j leafeJ have new cheefe ; and the 
diicovery was of too much importance to me 
not to take advantage of it. During my firft 
excurfion a fortunate incident of a like kind 
had fupplied me with butter, my milk having 
been changed into that fubftance merely by the 
jolting of my carriage. From my cows and 
my fhe-goats I fhould now be able to procure, 
without difficulty, butter, cheefe, and whey. I 
carried with me, therefore, four of the bowls, 
which ferved me during my whole- journey. 
They did not, indeed, retain their virtue in its 
full force; after four or fivfe months it dimi- 
riifhed, and the milk was curdled more flowly • 
there were times even^ according to ihedegrees 
of temperature, when the efFe£t was not pro- 
duced in lefs than five or fix hours ^ but it was 
fure to take place, and did not entirely ceafe till 
the end of fix or fcven months. The veflels^ 
however, never loft their difagreeab^p marine 
tafte. 

M 4 Pre- 
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Prcvioufly to my quitting the Cape, I h?id 
prepared feveral letters for my family, in which 
I informed them of my intended facond expe-s 
dition, and the means I had devifed for carry- 
ing it into 'effect. It was not poffible to tell 
them the prccife. route I (hould follow, becaufc 
I was ignorant of it myfelf, as it would depend 
entirely upon local circumftances, which might 
happen to favour or thwart my wifhes. \ 
merely faid, that my plan in general was t<x 
crofs, from fouth to north, the whole contir 
nent of Africa, and then to return to Europe 
by the way of Egypt if the paiTage of the Nile 
was open, and if not, by the coafts of Barbary ; 
that this enterppfe, from the beft calculations^ 
I could make, would require fix years ; and 
that as, during that period, no opportunity 
might offer for writing to them, they ought 
not to be alarmed at my fijence. 

Thefe letters I had refolved not to fend till 
it (hould appear that no farther obftacles would 
fland in the way of my journey. When fure 
of this, I immediately difpatched Swinepoel to 
the Cape witli them, requefting Colonel Gordoq 
to forward them to their place of deftinatipn 
\)y the firft neutral veflel that fhould fail. 

Qn his reiurn, Swaneppel brought ^i^ one 

from 
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from the Colonel, in which, as a new teftimony 
of zeal and attachment, he had fketched out, 
point by point, the courfc I ought to purfue. 
Having himfelf made the fame expedition 
with Lieutenant Paterfon, he kn^w the places 
where water was to be found, and he obligingly 
pointed them out. Not content with this fer- 
vice, great and important as it was, he fought 
to render me another, by procuring me the ac- 
quaintance of two perfonages, extremely de* 
firable in an excurfion like mine ; the one a 
planter, of the name of Schoenmaker, who 
lived after the Hottentot jnanner among the 
favages ; the other a mulatto Hottentot, who 
fpoke with fluency the Nimiqua language, and 
who would, on that account, be Angularly ufe- 
ful, if I could prevail on him to accornpany 
me. To each of thefe men Colonel Gordoa 
wrote a feparate letter recommending me to 
their care, and he fent them to me unfealed^ 
begging 1 would read them to the parties. It 
could indeed be no eafy talk to find in their 
deferts two fuch wandering and unfettled 
beings ; but fo minute were the Coloners di- 
fedions, and fo Jaborioufly had he pointed out" 
|he means of tracking them, as I may fay, thtit, 
I * arrived 
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arrived In their cantons, I fucceeded, though 
not without difKculry, in my fearch. 

How ingenious are the devices of friendfliip ! 
And can I ever fufliciently acknowledge my 
ohiigaions to that of Colonel Gordon in this 
inftance, to which I owe not only my own life, 
but the lives of all my people ? It was in the 
midft of a dry and burning defert,when obliged 
to abandon my waggons and efFeds, after fee- 
ing all my oxen, one after another, perifh with 
thirft, when reduced, with my poor comrades, 
tothedeftitute fituation of havingno other drink 
than the milk of my goats, and when inevitable 
death feemed to await alike both them and 
me— it was in this extremity I called to mind 
the planter and Hottentot to whom his provi- 
dent kindnefs had recommended me. Guided 
by his inftrudions, I entered upon the purfuit 
of thefe men ; I found them, and we were 
faved. But let me not anticipate moments 
of angtiifh, of which the recolledion will 
he fufficiently bitter when I come to defcribe 
them. 

What reafon had I then to applaud myfelf 
for.the precaution I took, and which doubtlefs 
fome good genius fuggefted to *ne, of increaf- 
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^ttg, while at the houfe of Slaber, the number 
of my goats ! I purchafed feveral in the neigh* 
bourhood, and particularly young ones, which, 
though they afforded no milk as yet, wpuld 
foon become more exuberant than their, mo-,, 
thers. I added alfo to my ftockof cattle three 
milch cows. Among the articles too of do* 
meftic confumption, I provided myfelf with a 
few facks of flower : not that I flattered myfelf 
during my journey to be fupplled thereby with 
frcfh bread ; tuch an expedlation would have 
been madnefs j but it would be pofTible at leaft 
to have foups, paftry, and cakes ; and thefe 
would be a fort of fubftitute. Every habit to 
which we acpuftom ourfelves becomes infen- 
iibly a want. This I had particularly experi- 
enced ia the beginning of my firft journey. 
To be all at once totally without bre?id had 
been extremely painful to me ; and I hoped 
now, by means of this flower, gradually to 
wean myfelf from the cuflom, in order to be 
prepared againfl a day of pieceflity. Befides, 
if circumftances proved favourable to the mak- 
ing of br«d, I had the wife of Klaas, who 
might render me this fervice. She had accom- 
panied him in our excurjSon. with the hope 

that, 
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thatjpaffing near the country where be had firft 
met with her, I fliould procure her an oppor- 
tunity of feeing again her horde and hef 
friends. In the eyep of a cit, this love of coun- 
try, in fayages whom he difdains^ and whofc 
cxiftence appears to him a fcene of unifprm 
wretchednefs, will doubtlefs be regarded as im- 
probable. He will conceive that ttere can b« 
%ko happinefs but in towns, and xione of this 
patriotifm except in places where there are to 
be obtained what he calls the conveniences o£ 
life, that is, the gratification of wants which 
iie has created himfelf, and which afterward? 
become neceflaries, 

I had fixed the 15th of June for my de- 
parture from the habitation of Slaber. On 
the 14th I made a general mufter of niy equi- 
page and my people. Including the wife of 
Klaas, and my infpedor-general Swanepocl, I 
had altogether nineteen perfons, thirteen dogs 
in high condition^ one male and ten female 
goats, three horfes, of which two, handfomely 
caparifoned, were thofe given me by Boers ; 
three milch cows, thirty-fix draft oxen for my 
three waggohs, fourteen for relays, and ty^Q to 
carry the baggage of my Hottentots. Thefe 

£fty 
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fifty head of horned cattle were fufficient for 
the prefent feryice ; but t meant to increafe ^ 
them as it fhould become neceflary, and as i 
advanced farther from the colony, wherej.Si"^ 
the way of barter, I fhould be able to purchafe 
them at a cheaper rate. The cock that, in my , , 
firfl journey, had afforded me intervals of plea- 
fure, fuggefted the idea of having one again, 
and, that it nfiight be happier than my other 
had been, I gave it a mate* Laftly, /or my 
amufement, and, I may alfo fay, for fociety, I 
took my ape Kees j Kees who, chained up 
during my abode at the Cape, had apparently 
loft his gaiety, but who from the moment he 
regained his liberty gave himfelf up to fport* 
and anttcks that were extremely diverting. ' 

Such was 'the company I affociat^d in my 
tnterprife, and which I had conceived to be 
neceffary, either to infure its fuccefs^ or for 
the purpofc of affording me fonle pleafant re- 
laxations. 

Next morning every thing was ready for my 
departure, according to the orders I had given, 
aad my people were waiting only, for my 
ffgnal to begin their march. Whilfl I was 
bidding a painful adieu to the Slaben, and 

while. 
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whik Ttif heart fweHed with afFedlionate gftf* 
titude, I a thoufand and a thoufatid times ein-< 
braced the kind family, who till that moment 
had continued to load me with marks of friend-^ 
ihip and care^ and from whom I thought my* 
felf about to be feparated for ever. When on 
the very point of quitting them, theyoun^mea 
of the neighbourhood prefented themfehres to 
take leave of me, and to affift at my departure* 
Such is the etiquette of the country, when the 
inhabitants wiflx to teflify their rcfpedt for thefe 
whom they efteem. The whole troop faluted 
me with a difcharge of mulketry ; and I, who 
expeded fuch a teftimony of politenefs, re* 
turned it by another fro;n my Hotteptots. 
When I mounted my horfe, thefe young peo- 
ple accompanied me on horfeback alfo to the 
diftance of above a league. At length, being 
obliged to feparate^ and having mutually 
Ihaken hands, I was again faluted by a gene* 
lal difcharge, to which I replied by firing my' 
own piece, and caufing my people to fire theirs- 
To fpeak the truth, I regretted the lofs of my 
gun-powder wafted in this manner to no pur- 
pofe ; but cuftom required this facrifice, and I 
could not avoid it without a breach of polite- 

nefS| 
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nefs, and without offending men who volun* 
tarily conferred upon me the greateft honour 
which the prejudices of their country allow 
them to pay. Some of the planters in the 
neighbourhood of the Cape keep fmall cannon 
on purpofe for fuch falutes. 

In the fouthern part of Africa it is cafy to 
make long marches during the fine days of 
fummer, that is to fay in January, when the 
day confifts of fourteen hours ; but at the folftice 
in June, when the fun is in the northern he- 
mifphere, the days being only nine hours and 
a half, the length of the night will not aHow a 
traveller to advance as fad as he might wifli. 
Such was nearly the period at which I fet out. 
Befides, being obliged to traverfe the colony, I 
had reafon to expert that I Ihould be every 
where retarded by the importunity and polite- 
nefs of the planters ; and indeed this was the 
cafe the very firft da^, I had propofed to en- 
camp near the refidence of Louis Karften ; but 
that worthy and refpedable planter, of whom 
I have had occafion to fpeak in my firft jour- 
ney, and at whofe houfe I paflfed fome agree- 
able moments during my ftay at Saldanha Bay, 
feconded by his wife and eight children, among 

whom 
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if^hortl were four handfeme daughters, datfiei^ 
with the ufual falutes, to invite me to pafs the 
flight under his roof ; and I could not refufe. 
However, in my next day's journey, to favc 
both my time and my powder, I fitmly re- 
jedled every folicitation of this kind; and 
pitched my tent for the firft time ; but as there 
had been a heavy fall of rain, and as, if it con- 
tinued, I might be flopped by the overflowing 
of the Berg-rivier, I haftened to encamp^ the 
iecond day on its banks, and the day faflowing 
I happily left it behind me. 

This river, which has its mouth in St. He- 
lenas Bay, but according to Kolben much 
higher up, bounds, on the eaft and north, the 
diftriift called Swart-Land (black-country), 
though the foil is far from being of that colour j 
Qti the contrary, it is fandy, and yet produces 
grain of all forts except oats, which grow no 
where in the colonies, and in place of which 
barley is fubftituted for horfes* In Swart-Land, 
thefe animals have no other food with their 
barley but chopped ftraw. In fummer, there- 
fore, when grafs is fcarce, on account of the 
rivers and ftreams being dried up, the planters 
are obUged to remove their cattle to diftrids 

lefs 
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lefs parched, and to keep at hbme only thofe 
abfolutely neceflary either for tilling the land 
or conveying their corn to the town. 

Every kind of Urge game, without except- 
ing even the elephant, was found formerly in 
this country. At prefent nothing of that 
fort is to be feen but a few bubels, and very 
rarely fome pafans. The planters, by fettling 
here, have deftroyed or driven away all 
the reft. With regard to fmall game, fuoh 
as the fteen-bock, the duyker, the grys-bock, 
hares, partridges, &c. it is ftill very abun- 
dant, and, perhaps, too much fo for the hap- 
pinefs of the country j fince it draws thither 
hyaenas, jackals, leopards, panthers, and above 
all, wild dogs, which are a real fcourge to 
the flocks in this diftri£b. The lion feldom 
. makes his appearance here. - Either froni 
haughtinefs or prudence this animal fhuns in- 
habited places; as if afraid of cxpofing him- 
felf in an unequal conteft, where his courage 
and his ftrength would be oppofed by fire- 
arms. 

To the north-eaft of Swart- Land' 1^ the 
charming and' fertile diftrid of the Tweiit)^ 
four^Rivers, With frefh pleafure I beheld this 

Vol. I. N ter- 
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terreflrial paradifc of Southern Africa; thofe 
fmiling plains which I . have elfc where de- 
fcribed ; and thofe odoriferous groves of orange 
and (haddock trees, which feparate the habit- 
ations from each other, and which make us re- 
gret that they are thereby too frequently broken 
and difeontinued. 

Though determined, agreeably to the refb- 
lution I had formed, not to flop at the houfe 
of any planter, I could not however difpenfe 
with paying my refpefts, as I pafled^ to Hans 
Liewenburg, a rich land-holder, who on va- 
rious occafions had treated me with confider- 
able kindnefs and efteem, and with whom 
I had lodged in my preceding excurfion through 
this diftriit. Though Liewenburg, as well aa 
his neighbours,, employed the mod preffing fo- 
licitations to detain me^ I refifted a long time j 
but it was impoffible not to comply, when 
one of his fons, uniting his entreaties to thofe of 
his father, promifed to afford me an oppor- 
tunity of killing two magnificent birds, which 
were continually feen near the plantation. At 
fir ft, this vague promife appeared to me tct be 
only one of thofe^ ingenious flratag^ms which 
politenefs fometimes allows itfelf to employ. I 

put 
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put thferefore feveral queftions to the youilg 
man, begging hint to defcribe the birds ill 
queftion ; arid he did it in a manner fo cle^r 
and fo nsltural, that I readily diftinguifhed ih 
the defcription the arihing2^, an uncommon 
bird which I had not yet feen in Africa, 

This difcovery attacked me, fo to fpeak, on 
my weakeft fide. From that moment Iwas 
not at liberty to refufe ; and I granted, to my 
fhame be it fpoken, to two birds, which I was, 
not yet fure of getting, what I had refufed to 
the folicitations of friendftiip. 

Next morning. 1 reminded my young man 
of his promife, and he conduced me towards 
a tree that was commonly frequented by thefe 
birds, rfoon found that I had not been de« 
ceived in my conjedures ; I adually perceived 
two anhingas, but of a particular fpecies, 
different from the two pecuKar to America, and 
from that of Senegal, defcribed by BufFon. The 
young man, who had for a long time Qbferved 
their habits, told me that it would be neceflary 
for me to retire, if I wiflied to take a fare and 
advantageous aim, Heconduded me, there- 
fore, to a diftance of about two or three hun- 
dred paces from the tree ; made me cpnceal 
N 2 my- 
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Mnyfclf, and returned to the fpot himfelf, to pnt 
them to flight, when, he aflured me, they 
would undoubtedly pafs over my head. His 
conjedure was, however, not verified : thefe 
birds, more cunning than we, had perceived 
our ftratagem ; and feeing but one perfon, in- 
^ftead of two, they fufpe£ted that the abfence 
of the other was to be dreaded, ^and accord- 
ingly flew off in a different direftion. By 
fearching the' environs, it would probably have 
been eafy for me to find them again ; but then 
I fhould hav? run the rifk of rendering them 
more fhy, and of making them, perhaps, de- 
iert the country. Befides, I was not willing to 
fire at the -one, till I ihould be certain that my 
fepond fhot would bring down the other. L 
V deferred the excurfion, therefore, till after din- 
ner, and we returned to the houfe. 

In the evening, juft before fun-fct, I again re- 
paired to my lurking-place^ and that I might 
not be obferved by the anhingas^ I went thither 
_ direClly, while you^g Liewenburg, on bis part, 
proceeded alone to the :tree. This. time. the. de- 
ception fucqeeded : the two birds » having 1M> 
caufe of fufpicion, paffed me at the diftance <£. - 
twenty pacea, and by ojeans of wj douj^l;^:^ 
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I barrelled fufce I brought ahem- both to the 
ground 

Become poffeffi^r o£ an objed fo yaltiable in 
Wf eyes^ could I quit abruptly, after I had ob-?; 
tained it, the complaint hofts to whom I was 
iadebtt^ for it ? P5o: — gratitude, fricndihip^ 
and even decency^ required thatlfhould re- 
main fome days with them, and I ^obeyed the 
did:aties of thefe fentiments. 

Though I referve for my ornithology the 
particular defcription of thefe birds, I cannot 
refrain from giving the reader a fhort Ikctch of 
it. The denomination of Slangt-Hals-Voogety 
(fbake^necked bitd}^ which my Hottentots 
gave to the anhinga, charaderifes it in a very 
fimple and accurate manner. Buffon, wh(5^ 
W#6'equally ftruek with the cenfdrmation pecu^' 
liar to birds of. this kind, has delineated them?^ 
by a fimilar exprefEon, "The anhinga/' lays 
he^ " exhibits a reptile grafted on the body of 
**,a bird." Indeed there is no perfon, who, 
upon feeing the head and neck only of an an- 
hlttga, while the reft of the body is hid among; 
the foliage of the tree on which it is perched,^ 
would not take it for one of thofe ferpents ac- 
, fruftpmed to climb and refidc in trees j and the 
N3 - icY^^ 
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miftakc is fo much the eafier, as all its tonuouc 
motions fmgularly favour the illufion. 

In whatever fituation the anhinga may be 
feen, whether perched on a tree, fwimming ia 
the water, or flying in the air, the moft appa- 
rent and remarkable part of its body is fure to 
be its long and flender neck, which is^ con* 
tinually agitated by an ofcillatory mcKion, un- 
lefs in its flight, when it becomes immoveable 
and extended; and forms with its tail a perfedly 
ftraight and horizontal line. 

The true place which nature feems to have 
afligned to the einhingas, in the numerous claf» 
of the palmipedes, is exadly between the cor- 
morant and the grebe ^. They partake indeed 
equally of both,thefe genera of birds, having 
the ftraight flender bill and the long neck of 
the latter ; while they approach the former by 
the conformity of their feet, the four toes of 
which are joined by a fingle membrane. They 
partake alfo of the cormorant by their flight; 

f This bird is called by Willughby, the Greater .Loont, 
or Arfcfoot ; by Edwards, the Greater Oobchick ; and by 
Brifon, Colymbus and Grebe, of which he enumcratts 
eleven diftinA fpecies. S?e his Ornithologie, vol. vi» 
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having like it the wings larger and fitter for 
the purpofe, than thofe of the grebe, which 
are fliort and weak. The tail of the anhlngas 
is extremely long ; a charaderiftic very fingu« 
lar and remarkable in a water fowl, and which 
ought, it would feem, to render ihcm totally 
idiftind from diving, birds, which, in general, 
have little or no taii 

By this trait, they approach flill nearer to 
the cormorants*; for though the tails of the 
latter are fliorter, the tails of both have 9, great 
refemblance to each other, fince their quills are 
^equally ftrong, claftic, and proper to form a 
rudder when thefe fowls fwim through the 
water in purfuit of fifli* which conftitute their 
principal nourifliment When the anhinga 
feizes a fifli, he fwalIow« it intire if it be fmaH 
enough, and if too large he carries it off to a 
rock, or the ftump of a tree, and, fixing 
it under one of his feet, tears it to pieces with 
his bill 

Though water is the favourite element of 
this bird, it builds its ijeft aaid rears its young 

♦ At the Cape there ajre four kinds of corniprants, 
09c of which has^a tail almoft as long as that of the an- 
hiiig^a. 

N 4 on 
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'on rocks and trees ; but it takes great care td 
place them in fuch a manner that it can precir 
pitate them into a river as foori as they^are abte 
to fwim, or the fafety of the little family may 
require it. 

There are, in general, few animals fo fiercfe 
and fo ctmning as diving birds; but, in my 
opinion, the one I am defcribing furpafles in 
fagacity all* the ,other fpecies, particularly when 
/furprifcd fwimmiiig; for it i« then very diffi- 
cult, I may fay indeed impcffible, to kill it, as 
its head, which is the only part expofed, 
plunges and difappears the inftaut the flint 
touches the hammer of the fufee; arid if once 
miflfed, it is in vain to think of approaching it 
a fecbnd time, as it never fhows itfelf mor^ 
init at vety great diftances, and then only for 
the moment necefTary for breathing. In ifaortj 
fo cunning is it, that it will often baiHe the 
fportfman, by plunging at the diftaqce of;i 
hundred paces above him, and rifing ^ain to 
bjreathe at the diftance of more than a-thoiifand 
paces below him^ and .if it has the good forf 
tune to find any reeds, it conceals itfelf there, 
and entirely difappears. ' ' ^ . 

The male anhlnga, of which There fpeak, 
4 differs 
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differ^ from the female, which is fmaller, ia 
having the whole under part of the body, from 
the breaft to the root of the tail, of a beautifal 
black,^ .while the latter has the fame parts of a 
yellow ifabella colour. ; It has alfo^ on each 
iide of its neck, a white ftnpe, wWch. extends 
from the eye ^ to the middle of it^ leog^^ and 
interfeds a reddifli ground. A very, . iapg\il« 
charaderiftic, common to ail the anbingadi k 
that of having the feathers of the tail deeply 
Ariated, and' as it w^ere ribbed. I fhall pais 
^ver other fingularities, which, will be found 
in my general defcriptiqns* ^ 

During the time I refided at the houfe oT 
Liewenburg, I chiefly employed myfeif in 
again traverfing every part of the diftrid. The 
family, according to the cuftpm of the coun- 
try, exerted themfelves to procure me oppor* 
tunities of enjoying the pleafures of thechacej 
and, in conformity with the fame cuftorn^ 
the neighbours were invited to join in thenu 
We killed a^reat quantity of fmall game, par- 
ticularly wood-cocks, which are very numerous 
on account of the abundance of rivers that every 
where form fmall marfhes ; and we wandeied 
over thofe high "mountains which are the boijnr 

daries. 
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daries of this delightful country. The (idci 
of thefe mountains are covered w|th large 
trees, and among thefe we f^ll in with a> pan^ 
iher^ which my dogs roufed from its den 
among the rocks. In an inflant, and at one 
leap, it fprang to the top of a tree, twenty feet 
in height above them ; and as the briars and 
fallen trunks which lay extended on the ground 
retarded the quicknefs of my pace, T could 
90t get within reach of it time enoygh to fire, 
which afforded it an opportunity of efcaping 
from tree to tree, as faft as it could have done 
on an open plain. Befides the antelopes of 
which I have fpoken, we found in the canton 
of the Twenty-four Rivers a number of zebras, 
pafans, Vubels, and oftriches, which muft be 
liunted 6n horfeback ; but the ground is fb 
covered with buflies, and fo encumbered by 
the arched nefts built there by the termites, 
or white ants, that it is very dangerous to 
purfue them full fpeed, as the velocity of thefe 
animals require. 

Naturalifts have fbr fome time pad made us 
acquainted with this fpecies of ants, which, ad- 
vancing under ground like miners, conftruft 
for themfelves, at certain diftances, a fort of 

dome 
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iKMne or arch fc veral feet in height. Smeathman 
communicated many years ago to the Royal 
Society of London a very minute defcripiton: of 
them, a tranflatlon of which has been inferted 
in the French edition of Sparman's Travels by 
the editor. In this account we are told of the 
height and figure pf th^domesconftruded by the 
termites; of the danger experienced by habita- 
tions in the neighbourhood of thefe infed»; 
and of the deftruftion they frequently occafion," 
fo as to deftroy in one night the whole fur-/ 
niture of a houfe ; but thefe details are hot a^ - 
pjicable to the termites of the Cape of Good- 
Hope, or at leaft tothofe I have had an opporv 
tunity of ^ feeing, either in Camdebo, 6r the 
diftrid of Twenty-four-Rivers. I have found , 
more than once termites in Africa ; but they 
were ndither fo dangerous nor fo deftrudive as 
thofe mentioned by Smeathman. ' Thehigheft 
of their huts, which I faw, did not exceed four 
fe«t J and they were more or l*fs folid, accord- • 
ing to the folidity of the ground in which they 
vr^re conftruded. In Ihoirt, inftead of being 
coirered with mofs and grafs like thofe feen by 
the Englifli traveller, they are always, in the 
pzrf: in which I travelled, perfedly fmooth. 
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and of the fame colour as. the. earth of whUft 
they have be?n formetlt ,.-/:^: 

The Hottentots eat the ayfnpl^jj^^icfe 
ants, which they confider as a .Yery^«|^ 
Cacy ; and mine, when they found an Opportu- 
nity^ did not fail to open the nefts to get at 
thQtxL There are alfo many bird^ and quadru- 
peds which carry on war agaiilA t&efe infcf^s ; 
but- their mo^t di^ngerous enemy is a fpedes of 
ant-bear, » calkd. by the p\$m^xs crd-^variifff 
(eart|i-hog)| which makes them its principal 
nourishment • ; When thefe retreats liavc been 
fearched and defected, they become bee^hives, 
and fwarms of wild bees take pofTeffion of thetn 
in order to depoftt there their h^^^y and their 
young. My: ape Kees (hewed a wonderful;) 
inftind^ in difcoyering thefe fecretrepofitorics.: 
of dainties, whi^h he aixnounc^d by repeatedly 
Skipping and jumping, and of which we ihamd 
w^th him the profits: as for me, when I found 
any of rhef< ftefts empty, and when, having 
b^n opened only on the fides, their arch<jd 
roofs remained entire and unhurt, I applied 
them to a very ufeful purpofe j I made natural 
ovens of them in which we cooked our viduald» 
Very little preparation Was neCeflary, except^ 
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to clean them well, and afterw^ds toheit them 
with brufhwood. Our viduals could then be 
cooked in the utmoft perfedioxi. 

If we believe Kolben, Swart-Land and the 
diftria of the Twenty-four-River^, when the 
Dutch firft fettled there, were inhabited hj fc- 
veral tribes <3f favages, the names of whichhc 
mentions. At prefent, not one of thefe primi- 
tive and original nations is to be found, nor 
does tradition even fpeak of their exiftence. I 
have certainly too great a horror for crimes to 
attempt to excufe them, wherever they may 
be found ; and if the firft planters got poffeflion 
of the two diftrids I have mentioned, only by 
exterminating the inhabitants, they were 
roonfters whofe name and remembrance ought 
to be devoted to eternal execration. But before 
we condemn them, fhouldwe not convince our- 
felves by evidence that they are really guilty ? 
May not Kolben, Vho in every page of his 
work commits fo many miftakes, be erroneous 
alfo in this refped ? Have the people he men* 
. tions really exifted, and q^n we believe that 
the Dutch deftroyed them, when fo many 
hordes of HottemotSi whom they have pre* 

ferved, 
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fcrved, fubfift in the country around and tvtH 
in the midft of them to this very day ? 

However this i^ay be, the diftrid of thfe 
Twenty-four-Rivers is at prefent, as I have al- 
ready faid, the riioft agreeable part of the 
Dutch colonies at the Cap6 j for fiot orfy is 
grain of every fpecies, as well as pulfe, ctilti- 
vated there, but the inhabitants apply alfo to 
the culture of fruits j and this kind of com- 
merce is the more lucrative to them^ as, being 
alraoft the only perfons who carry it on, they 
have little to fear from competition. The 
fruits which they fend to the town for fale are 
principally lemons, oranges, limes, (haddocks, 
figs and pomegranates. They often tranfport 
thither waggon* loads at a time ; and whatever 
be the quantity, fo great i§ the number of put- 
chafers, that Jt is , bought up almoft imme- 
diately. The price of thefe fruits is general- 
ly from four to Ci^ rix-dollars per hundred 
weight. There is a kind of orange, however, 
called at the Cape naretjes^ which, notwith- 
ftanding the fmallnefs of its fize, is fold at a 
higher rate. The naretje^ diftlnguifhed like the 
citron by a protuberance at the upper end, is 

not 
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not fo large as the common' orange, butift tafte 
and flavour is infinitely fuperior to that and 
every other fpecics. Grapes thrive vrell alfa 
in this diftridt, and tolerable wine and fpirit$ 
are made from them* 

I have already faid that the colony of the 
Twenty-fcur-Rivers owes its name to a current 
that flows through it, and which receives into 
its channel a great number of fmaller* ftreams 
that difcharge themfelves along with it into the 
Berg-rivier, This aflTemblage of rivulets, by 
the ready means which it afibrds of water- 
ing thct lands, is the circumfliance that has mofl: 
contributed to fertilize the diftrift. As the 
mode of culture requires fcarcely any labour^ 
the inhabitants enjoy a peaceful and happy life. 
The population, however, is far fron\ being 
numerous; a confiderable part of the land is^ 
ftill uncultivated j and there are fcarcely to be 
feen more than forty or fifty plantations^ 
whereas the number ought to be infinitely 
greater. 

Such of my readers who know that man is 
fure to multiply wherever he finds the means 
of living commodicufly, will not fail to lay th% 
deficiency in population to the charge of the 

govern^ 
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govcnunent ; for myfelf, I blame not the go- 
twament^ but the numerous abufei introdu- 
ced^ and continually increafed, by the inferior 
agents it is obliged to employ. Government, 
undoubtedly, wilhes for the profperity of its 
colonics ; its own intereft muft naturally infpire 
Aat wilh ; but in vain will it make wife regu- 
lations; in vain will it create numerous efta- 
Uifhments, if thofe to whom it entrufts its 
powers employ them only to its own detriment 
and the detriment of the colonies. 

Without pretending to detail or examine 
thefe charges, which might be as imprudent as 
ufelefs a tafk, I fliall content myfelf with in- 
dulging a hope, that a town niay be one day 
founded in the diftrid of the Twenty- four- 
Rivers. Situated in the moft fertile part of the 
colony, it would foon, from the pkafantnefs 
cf its fituation and climate, furpafs thje Cape it- 
felf ; and having the ready means of export- 
ation, the cultivation of lands would neceflarily 
increafe with the population ot the country. 
Its grain and its fruits, as well as the grainjof 
a part of Swart-Land, might be conveyed in 
flat-bottomed boats by the Berg-rivier to the 
Bay of St. Helen ; and it would be cafy to 

cfta- 
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iftabllfli ftore-houfes on the banks and at tb? 
mouth of the Berg. At the Bay itfelf there 
might be a magazine for the coafting trade ; 
and this trade might be carried on with the 
Cape by means of floops, which, embracing the 
moment of favourable winds, would foon get 
thither with their merchandife, and would thus 
fupply with provifions, very, advantageoufly, 
and at a cheaper rate, both the town itfelf, and 
all the fhlps from India and Europe which 
might put into Table Bay. From the abun- 
dance of paftures in the diftrid:, great numbers 
of cattle might alfo be raifed in it. This fer- 
tile country, fo highly favoured by nature, 
would furnifh even timber for building ; fince 
the trees, having lefs to fuffer in this quarter 
from the violence of the fouth-eaft winds, 
could not fail to thrive, if the inhabitants would 
only take care to form proper plantations. Sal- 
danha Bay might ferve llkewife as a central 
magazine for all that part of Swart-Land tvhich 
Kes near it, and which is too far from the Berg 
to fend its grain down that river. This ma- 
gazine, befides the utility it would be of to the 
planters in the interior parts of the fettlement, 
would become a real benefit to the fhips of all 
Vol. I. O nations. 
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nations, which, driven from their courfe bf 
contrary winds, and unable to enter Table Bay, 
might take flielter in that of Saldanha, certain, 
of finding there the refrefhments neceffary to* 
enable them to continue their voyage. 

The wifh which I here form for the con* 
veniency of the planters, and the benefit of na- 
vigators in general, will doubtlefs long remain 
unaccompliftied : for has the commercial po- 
licy of privileged companies ever been known to 
unite their private Intereft to the intereft of the 
public, when that ardent thirft of gold, which 
rules fo powerfully the merchants of all nations, 
commands them, in fo imperious a manner,, 
to oppofe,frommiftaken felfifh motives, every 
thing that does not tend to increafe the advan- 
tages which their greedy avarice leads them to 
expe6l ? It is alfo for another reafon fcarcely to 
be expedled that the Eafl India company will 
foon carry into execution either the eftablifh- 
ment in queftion, or thofe I have mentioned 
refpefting the bays of the delightful country 
of Auteniqua, however evident it may appear 
that they would promote the good and pro- 
fperity of the colonies ; fince, from tlie fear it 
is continually under 'that the captains in its 

fervice 
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fervice liiay fell, for their own behoof, a part 
of its commocjities, and particularly the fpiceries 
with which the (hips that return from Indii 
are loaded, the company obliges them to 
touch at the Cape, where it is fuppofed they 
are watched more narrowly than they could 
be at any of the other adjacent bays. This 
fufpicioi), which certainly does little honour 
to the officers it employs, is even carried fb 
far that a captain dares not take upon Jiim to 
touch at a foreign port, without the moft urgent 
reafons j and every perfon defirous afterwards 
of commanding a veflel would be obliged, in 
this refped, to be ftill more fcrupulous. I 
have myfdf experienced a mdancholy proof 
of the feverity of thefe orders ; for on my re- 
turn from the Cape, during a moft unfortu- 
nate paflage, having ftruggled nearly fix months 
againft contrary winds, and being in want of 
provifions, our captain would not venture to 
ftop even for a moment at one of the Canaries, 
which we paffed within cannon flior. 

One day, however, the company may per- 
haps deign to examine my plan, and order it 
to be put in execution j but till it is accom- 
pliflied, I ihall fincerely regret that fo fine a 
O 2 country 
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country fhould be fuffcred to remain almoft x 
defert j and that for want of hands and cul- 
tivation it fliould lofe the benefit of every 
thing that nature has done for its fecundity. 
I am perfuaded that fugar canes, cotton and 
indigo, would grow extremely well in the 
diftrld of the Twenty-four-Rivers. 

My hoft, before I quitted him, begged me 
to accept a few bottles of lemon juice, which I 
found afterwards of very great fervice ; and 
at the fame time requefted that, on my return, 
I would bring him bick a male and a female 
goat from the country of Nimiqua. He had 
heard this fpecies of goat highly extolled ; and 
it is indeed the moft beautiful I have any where 
feen. His two fons made me promife alfb to 
fell to each of them one of my fufees. They 
expeded that, when my journey was Enifhed, 
I (hould pafs that way again to the Cape, 
and were not aware that my intention was 
to return thither no more. On my depar- 
ture, the family faluted me with a difcharge 
of fire-arms, which I was obliged to return ; 
and the cafe was the fame at every other planta- 
tion that I pafTed. All the inhabitants with- 
out exception ran with the utmofl: eagernefs 

to 
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to meet me, firing their pieces and wifliing 
me a happy journey : a circumftance that gave 
me the grcateft uneafineffi, becaufe, harafledby 
the noify reception of thefe planters, who were 
continually retarding my progrefs, I was obli- 
ged alfo, in my turn, tD teftify my gratitude by 
burning my powder to no purpofe in thefe 
tirefome adieus. 

Thefe inconvenient vifits confum^d fo much 
of my time, that I had advanced as yet only 
four leagues. Next morning, I found my- 
felf in the diftrid of the Piquet mountains, 
and arrived, in good time, near the habitation 
of a refpedable veteran, named Albert Haane- 
kam. 

This planter was a kind of pradical philo- 
fopher, who had devifed the means of render- 
ing himfelf at once both happy and free ; for 
happinefs and freedom are not always one and 
the faihe thing. He had formed for himfelf 
a plan of life that had no refemblance to that 
of his fellow- planters. Without wife or 
children, having no connedion with his neigh- 
bours, and no company, in fliort, but that of 
his own flaves, helived, as one may fay, alone ; 
yet knew fo well how to fupply the want of, 
O 3 fociety, 
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fociety, that time was not to him, as to the 
reft of the planters, a tedious and weariibme 
burthen. He employed it fometimes in la- 
bour, arid fometimes in meditation; for he 
knew as little of reading as they did ; and was 
indebted for his philofophy folely to his own 
refledions, and the combinations fuggefted 
by nature. With an exiftence of this kind, 
and happy after his own manner, he had never 
become a prey to languor ; and the ferenity 
of his mind feemed even to have had an in- 
fluence on his charader : at leaft I never, in 
anypartof the colony, witneffed a fprightlier 
converfation, or met with a more amiable and 
entertaining old man. ' 

Having been previoufly informed that I was 
to pafs through his plantation, and to vifit the 
Piquet mountains, he came to meet me, and 
offered to ferve me as guide in afcending the 
higheft of them, if I would confent to fpend the 
day with him. The firft part of his propo- 
fal was too agreeable to me not to acquiefce in 
the fecond. I attended him therefore to the 
mountain, .where I met with nothing that de- 
ferved particular obfervation, but where I en^ 
joyed the magnificent fpedacle of a view the 

more 
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more extcnfive, as the atmofphere was remark- 
ably pure. The Table mountain was perfedly 
vifible to the naked fight^ and with my glafs I 
could perceive alfo the town. 

Nothing elevated my imagination fo much, 
when raifed to this height, as feeing the houfes 
of the Cape, on which I looked down. I moved 
my glafs with great eagern^ over the mafs of 
buildings ; and felt as if I Jiad gained a vldory 
every time I concluded that I could diftindly 
perceive the fituation of a particular houfe. 
Thofe of my friends engaged my fight longeft. 
*' They are, perhaps, at this moment,'* iaid I, 
** thinking of me, and, by an involuntary and 
^* natural . return, I am occupied only with 

them. They are expreffing their wiflies 

for the fuccefs of my enterprife^; imagining, 
** perhaps, that I am far diftant and hid in ob- 
** fcurity ; while, in reality^ I am but jiilt, 
^^ exalted above the atmofphere which fur- 
** rounds them." 

On my return to the plantation, I found a 
Iplendid repaft waiting for me j fplendid, that 
is, for the inhabitants of the colony, and fuited 
to the prejudices of their vanity ; for thefe 
good and fimple fouls have, as well as others, 
O 4 their 






loo TRAVELS IN 

' their fafliions and etiquette. It, however, 
prefented no idea of what we call a well ar- 
ranged table, with delicate difhes and the 
richeft viands. Magnificence here confifts in 
covering the table with a profufion of meat ; 
and the heavier it is loaded, the greater is the 
honour, and the more, iri their eftimation, do 
they treat their gueft as a perfon of importance, 
entitled to their attentions and eftecm. 

We were three only at table, my hoft, 
Swanepocl, and myfelf. Twenty grenadiers, 
after a forced march, would, however, not' 
have been fufiicient to devour fuch a quantity 
of provifions ; the difties themfelves were 
heaped, and that in the middle fupported a py- 
ramid of fix roaftcd fowls, which .were ail of an 
enormous fize. 

This profufion, which would have fatiated 
even Ogres *, prefented to me the loathfomc 
picture of a farm-yard entirely laid wafte. My 
^pp^tite inftantly forfook me ; and, endeavour- 
ing to forget jny difguft by dwelling on the 
Caufe of my journey ftill prcfent to my mind^ 

* A kind of fabulous beings or monfters, faid tp f€c4 
ppon human flefli, and which m^ke ^ confpicuOus figure 
in Fairy Tales, "^p. ' [ ^ ' 

I occupie4 
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X occupied myfelf, during the repaft, in ha* 
rafliiig with queftions the mailer of the hquft^ 
As for Swanepocl, his eyes were employed ia 
attentively furveying tl>e central and fmoking 
pyramid ; but incapable qf epjoyingany longer 
the gratification of eating, he could devour it 
only in imagination, and was almofl: choked 
with fatiety and regret. I can compare this 
extravagant repaft, worthy of the heroes of 
Homer, to nothing better than to thoft fide- 
boards whiqh were feen, formerly, at certain 
periods of our feftivals, and which, bending 
under a multitude of all kinds of poultry, 
feemed expofed on purpofe to regale a familhed 
people. 

As I had already put many queftions to my 
hoft during our excurfion to thp top of the 
Piquet mountain, I converfed with him at 
dinner on his poflefliohs and orchards. Tired 
of fitting, I contrived to exprefs myfelf in fuch 
terms refpefting his Angular mode of life, as 
to make him at length think of leaving the 
table. He had no difficulty in juftifying the 
good opinion I had conceived of his adivity 
^nd intelligence. \Vq walked over all his 
|round3, in which | every where faw well cul- 
tivated 
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tivated fields, trees in athriviag condition, plan* 
tations in the moft admirable order ; in a word^ 
an air of fertility and abundance, which 1 had 
not the pleafure of obferving on the other 
farms and plantations of the colony. 

The diftriift of Piquet-berg, according to 
ijvhat my hoft told .me, does not contain more 
than twenty-five or thirty plantations; nor 
can it, in my opinion, ever contain more, be- 
caufe, having but a certain number of ftreams 
and rivulets, which the firft inhabitants of 
courfe took poflcffion of, thofe who may in 
future come to fettle will find only barren and 
parched fields totally deftitute of water. The 
foil, in general, is indifferent; yet the propri- 
etors raife what corn is neceflary for their own 
confumption. The only trade which the na- 
ture of the country allows them to carry on is, 
as at the Twenty-four-Rivers, that of fruit ; 
and for this fruit there is no other fale than 
among the neighbouring planters^ who fend 
themfelves to fetch it ; for the diftance firom 
Piquet-berg to the Cape is too great to under- 
take a journey thither merely to difpofe of 
oranges. My philofophic veteran was defi- 
rous of giving me a certain quantity of his, 

to 
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to fapply me on my journey. In vain did I 
reprefent to him that I had pnrchafed a fuffi- 
cient ftock, when at the houfe of Licwenberg* 
He weiit and examined my carriages himfelf, 
and filled . every empty fpace he could find 
with the produce of his orchards, which 
afterwards, and during the greater part of my 
journey, proved an agreeable relief both to me 
and my people. 

To this obliging mark of attention he added, 
with the fame kindnefs, a prefent which was 
much better calculated to afford me pleafure. 
It confifted of three pair of pigeons of a par- 
ticular fpecies, none of which I had ever be- 
fore feen. However agreeable to me might be 
fuch an acquifition ; I would, however, accept 
but one of the three pair, as that was fufiicient 
for our amufement ; and I begged my generous 
hoft to keep the other two till I came back, 
though I had fully refolved within myfelf not 
to return. 

In paffing the plantations of Ifaac Feraffi 
and Gerit Schmit, I was expofed to a frefh 
perfecution from invitations j but as I had not 
the fame motives to induce me to accept thefe 
as I had to accept that of Haanekam, 1 abfo- ! 
I lutely . 
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lutely refufed. I knew not a greater puniffi- 
mcnt than fuch interruptions ; and every time; 
I pafled through the eftate of a planter, I was 
feized as with a fever when I faw the pro- 
prietor, with whofe compliments I was before 
acquainted : that is, I muft fleep at his houfe, 
and fpend a whole day in drin^king and fmok- 
ing with him, I employed myfclf on my. 
journey almoft entirely in fearching for pre- 
texts to elude the purfuit of thefe good people, 
near whofe habitations I dared neither to flop 
nor encamp : a man fearful of being robbed 
by them would not have fhunned their ap- 
proach with more care than I did. How of- 
ten, when talking with my companions, did I 
figh ,after the moment when I fhould fee be- 
hind me the lad houfe of this too hoipitable 
colony ! 

I haftcned my march as much as pofli- 
ble, wifhing to encamp on the other fide of 
the Kruys. This precipitation was not unat- 
tended with danger, as I learned to my coft ; 
for my life had nearly been the facrifice. 

When at the diftance of about a quarter of 
a league from the river, night overtook me. 
Had I been more prudent I fhould have en-' 

campq4 
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tamped where I was ; but as the road, during 
the whole day, had appeared to be good, I ima- 
gined it would continue fo to the banks of the 
Kruys,andl ordered my people to advance. As 
for me, having tripled the diftance by continu- 
ally running after game, fatigue at length fur- 
prjfed me, and I got into my carriage, and threw 
myfelf upon a mattrefs, to reft myfelf for a mo- 
ment. 

The Hottentot who fat on the pole and di- 
rected the laft yoke of oxen, difmourited from 
his feat and walked by jtheir lide ; but his com- 
panion, who was before and who guided the 
.firft yoke, had quitted his, fo thatthe Hottentot 
behind could not well fee where he drove them. 
'The ground near the river became every in- 
ftant fte^per and more flippery. On a fudden 
;a violent fliock threw the whole weight of 
the carriage on the pole, and it rolled, .with all 
the cattle in confufion, to the brink of the river, 
without any of my Hottentots being able to 
ftop it or to alter its diredion. On this move- 
ment, as rapid as it was violent, I endeavoured, i 
but in vain, to jump out. I imagined that I 
was precipitated among the rocks. However, 
notwithftanding my fright, I ftill retained fuf- 

ficient 
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ficient coolnds to guards as &r as I was able^ 
againft the word misfortune; and maidng with 
my arms and legs under the iilt, in which I 
faw myfelf buried, fo many props to prevent 
eontuiions on the head, I waited with firm- 
nefs till the carriage fhould Hop, as I found 
it impofl^bleto difmount* This fituadon was 
extremely pdnful, but I continued in it only 
a few minutes. To roll thus without know- 
ing where ; to be ftiaken about amidft the 
darknefe of a clofe carriage ; abandoned by my 
people for a confiderable fpace, and having no 
choice but tTiat of being drowned or daOied 
in pieces, was certainly enough to have fhakea 
the moft heroic courage. 

My people, alarmed; both for themfelves anS 
me, at the confequences of fo melancholy an 
accident, ran as faft as they could to aflSft me : 
but as they were unable to keep pace with the 
carriage, and as the darknefs of the night pre- 
vented them from feeing, in a road feldom 
trodden, the marks either of the oxen or the 
wheels j I heard them calling to me aloud, and 
talking to one another as if they had been dif- 
perfed. I replied and called to them in my 
turn ; but whether through fear on their own 

account, 
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account, or the dread of feeing me a mangled 
corfe, daChed perhaps to pieces, I was not 
heard, and their cries drowned mine. This 

fife was increafed by the rattling of the other 
o carriages, which had alfo been hurried 
towards the river; but the drivers, more attea- 
tiye to their cattle, had been able, to moderate 
the violence of the impulfe. 

At length, however, we met ; and nothing 
could equal the joy of my companions whea 
I aflured them that I had fuftained no hiart. 
^ This Was not the cafe with my carriages. My 
own, in particular, had (battered as it flew the 
greater part of the utenfilsit contained^ and 
what was ftill more remarkable, 9f the lemons 
which had been given me, not a fingle one rc- 
mained^ I was obliged to wait till day-light 
before I could colleffi again the different artides, 
and repair all the damage occafioned by this 
precipitate defcent. On the other fide of the 
river, which it was neceffary we ihould crofs 
in order to continue our journey, there was a 
kind of plantation belonging to a proprietor 
named Dirck Coche. I had need of accurate 
inftrudions and information refpedling the 
route, which Coche was able to give" me- ft 

was 



eo8 TRAVELS iK 

was neceflary alfo that I fhbuld purchafe a c^- 
tain number of flieep, and I flattered myfelf* 
that he had it in his power to fupply me. 
Whilft my people, therefore, were employed 
in arranging my carriages, and preparing to 
proceed, I fet out before them, and having 
forded the Kruys on horfeback repaired to the 
plantation. 

Scarcely had I entered into conyerfation with 
the owner, when his wife, ftarting up in a 
fright, uttered fo piercing a cry that every 
perfon in the houfe ran to her afliftance. Two 
ferpents had adually touched her legs : upon 
her Hioving I perceived them under the feat. 
We all armed ourfelves in the beft manner we 
could with chairs and flicks to deftroy them* 
When they faw this preparation, their raga 
Was kindled, their eyes became enflamed, and 
railing their necks, and hifling in a moft furious 
manner, they attempted to dart upon us j but 
being upon our guard and attacking them with 
ftill greater violence, they fell a facrifice to our 
repeated blows. It was fortunate for the wo- 
man that fhe had not been bitten ; as they 
proved to be of a moft venomous fpecies, palled 
at the Cape hoper^lctpel^ and fhe would in- 

7 . fallibly 
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falilbly have died in the fpace of a few mi- 
nutes. 

Such is the inconvetiience of a country newljr 
inhabited* Man continually fees his tranquil- 
lity interrupted, and his life endangered there 
by troublefome infe<fts, ferocious beafts, and 
venomous reptiles. Coche, by way of caution^ 
told me that the kooper-kapelwdiS vtrj common, 
ia the diftrid through which I was about to 
travel. After this intelligence, I formed a re- 
fplution that I conceived to be highly necel- 
fary ; which was, not to paf^ the night in mf 
tent, but to fleep in my carriage, where Ifhould 
h^ve much fefs to apprehend from the formi- 
dable vifits of thefe alarming guefts* 

Whiift I was concluding a bargain with tht 
farmer foi* a few fhcep, my carriages and their 
drivers crbifed the Kru^s, and I purfued my; 
journey, keeping along the banks of the river j; 
but I could not proceed fair that day, as we had 
to travel over fand, and to crofs and re-crofs 
the Kruys fix times* Next day oiir fitua^ 
tion was ftill worfe; the fand was fo rdee|) 
and fo loofe, that the wheels of my waggons 
ffankalmoft to the axle-tree; 2^nd for each ve- 
hicle I was obliged to add four more oxeii t9 

vYOL*. I. P the 
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the t wirfte tliat already coitepofed the fcafd* In 
this manner we pafled the plantation of Jolias^ 
Ingefferegf, 2ttid at fengfh q^ted the fcrpen- 
tine couffe 6f the Kruye, which watcrsh this 
wretched country, and reached Swart^basi- 
KraaU There are however men who, htidy 
and mtferable as it is, inhabit this diitri^, and 
cxMr^te the few fpots of Icfs barren land which 
are'ta he found there. One of then^, named 
Hans Van. Aart, had a plantation at Ladfge 
Valey (Long Lake^), where I was oWiged to 
ipeiid the night, and farther on was another 
belonging to Hermanes Lanw. I did nfot ilop 
at the houfe of the latter ; kx coi:^feq«ence of 
which I was forced to encafifip^ on a dry plain, 
where I could not find a fingJe drop ot water 
t& refrefli my cattle. By the way I had met 
with a prodigiotrs Auttiber of p^tridges, and 
had kilfed about thiny, which I intended for 
my own fopper ai^ that of my people. My 
cuftom, on ' fiich occafions^ Was to^ boil tny 
gaitte; for i had obfervod that, wheft broil- 
ed Or ^oafted, the fi&ell. of the meat, befeg 
conveyed ttj a diftanceby the wlnd^^ attra<aed 
during >he tiJght a' ftUmber of hyse^oai and 
jacfcilte J whi<5h being obfe^Ved and driven away 
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by my dogs, the howling and barking was fo 
inceflant that it was iropoflible to enjoy a mo- 
ment's repofe. As I could not in the prefent 
ii^^ftance, for want of water, caufe my partridges 
tp be boiled, I put one on the gridiron for 
myfelf, and gaye up the reft to my people, 
who roafted them upon fmall fpits, which they 
placed round the fire : but what 1 was afraid of 
actually happened: a number of carnivorous - 
animals, drawn towards us by the fmell of the 
game, kept prowling round my camp, and my 
dogs barking at them did not allow us to fhut 
our eyes for an inftant. 

To this fatigue of the night was added 
though tfulnefs for the morrow. I did not know 
whether we fhould be fo fortunate as to find 
any water ; and had reafon to apprehend that, 
after one day of thirft, my people and my cat* 
tk would have to fuffer a fecond ftill more 
painfuU .When the morrow came, we found 
mrthing but a fandy defert covered with briers 
and rufhes j but while I gave myfelf up to the 
moft melancholy reflexions, I was roufed front 
iny revery by the cry of a bird which paflfed 
over my head. It was a berg-eend (mountain 
duck), or rather a beneficent genius whiehrcame 
P2 to 
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to revive my hopes by announcing a difcovery 
I had no reafon to €xpe<fJ:. 

Perfuaded that this bird was flying in fearch 
of water, and that it would not fail to alight 
wherever it fhould find any, I put fpurs to 
my horfe, and followed it on a full gallop, that 
I might .not lofe fight of it. 1 was right iq my 
conjedure : after a few minutes purfuit, I ob- 
ierved it defcend towards a large and high rock, 
-where it alighted.' I afcended this rock on 
foot, and found a large cavity, forming a natu^ 
Tal bafon, filled with rain water, in which the 
animal was fwimming, plunging, and flapping 
its' wings, with rhuch apparent fatisfai^ion. 

It would have been eafy for me to kill it; 
but, after the fervice which it had rendered me, 
how fhameful would have been the ingrati- 
tude ! I contented myfelf with endeavouring 
to put it to flight, in hopes that, as it had en- 
joyed for a fliort time only the pleafure of this 
bath, it would gu in queft of another fome- 
where in the neighbourhood, and thus point 
out to me a new ciftern. ]VIy expedations, 
however, were on this occafion difappointed : 
the bird indeed flew away ; but, feared per- 
haps for the firfl: time in its life by a- huitiaa 

being. 
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being, it cpntinued its flight to a great diftancc, 
^nd I foon loft fight of it. 

From the top of the rock I had made a fig- 
nal to my people to advance towards me. 
When they arrived, I ordered them to fill my 
jars. I had feveral in my waggons ; and I cer- 
tainly, upon leaving Lange Valey, would not 
have fufFered them to be empty, had it been 
poflible for me to forefee the drought that 
awaited us. The jars being filled, I direded 
my people to water my horfcs and a few of the 
fmaller animals belonging to my caravan. 
Thefe rejpeated draughts exhaufted my ciftern, 
fo that nothing was left for my poor oxen : 
but I knew that ruminating animak can en- 
dure both hunger and third for a confiderable 
period ; and I befides flattered myfelf that, be- 
fore th^ day was clofed, I fhould meet with 
^pother fortunate incident, fimilar to that 
yrhich 1 had juft experienced. My hopes, how- 
ever, were vain; during the whole day we 
Jiad nothing but a dry and burning defert to 
traverfe. After dinner JWQ of my oxen, ex- 
haufted by thirft and fatigue, dropped down, 
and I was under the neceljity of leaving them 
l^ehind — fad and melancholy prefage of the 
P 3 " misfortunes 
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misfortunes that awaited me ! In fliort, I was 
obliged in the evening, as the <iay before, to 
unyoke my cattle, and encamp on a fpot to- 
. tally deftitute of water, with the expedation 
of a fate ftill more difmal the day following. 

A heavy fall of rain which happily took 
place 'during the night, revived my hopes ; but, 
heavy aa it was, it appeared to me at the time 
as if it could be of no fervice to my cattle ; 
for what relief were they likely to derive from 
water which difappeared as foon as it fell, and 
was inftantly loft in the fand ? Theyneverthe- 
lefs found means to drink of this rain, which I 
thought would be ufelefs to them, by a method, 
the poffibility of which I could never have fuf- 
peded, and which afforded me a new oppor- 
tunity of admiring the lagacity of adinAl in- 
ilina. The water as it fell upon them formed ' 
itfelf Into drops^ which, uniting, ran down 
their fides in fmall ftreams. On the commence- 
ment of the ftorm they had affembled in groups, 
and in this pofition, thronged one againft.the 
other, licked and collected each from the 
body of its neighbour the ftreamlets of rain as . 
it trickled down. My cattle, by this unex- 
pected fupply, having quenched their thrrft^ 

. aad 
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and being at the fame time refreflbed, recover- 
ed their ftrength : hul what increafed my 
aftoniflbment waa, ^ that the two I hid left oa 
the road, worn out and expiring^ had been al- 
fo revived, and doubtlefe in the fame manner ; 
for they both joined ray camp in the night ; 
naadKlaas, whp always took delight in being 
the fixftto communicate agreeable intelligence, 
came to me at day- break, elated with joy, to 
inform me of the circumftance. 

I was now only a day's journey from Hcere^^ 
logement (matter's refidenoe)^ where I Ihould 
find, Iwas told, a very abundant fpring of wa- 
ter, a moft agreeable retreat, and groves and 
grottos covered with infcriptions and figures* 
By the defcription that was given me, it ap-r 
peare^ as if a fecond Angelica^ or fome Hotteur 
tot Medor, had vifited and embelliflhed thia 
fcene^f enchantment, I banifhed^ however, 
from my mind all this improbable romance, 
jmd indulged only the hope of finding the 
fountain. My wants were urgent; I looked, 
forward to it, therefore, with longing expeda* 
tion, and refolved, if pofiible^ to reach it before 
«ight. I arrived ; I found it ; and, with what^ 
f vpr refpeft.the defcription of it ought to have 
^ 4 infpire^ 
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infpired me, Its waters werfe foon rendered tur^ 
bid by #y Hottentots and cittle. With regard 
to th^ grotto, the infcriptions, the creeping 
fhrubs hanging in feftoons, all thefe like a dream 
vaniflied on our approach. I faw only a large 
cavern, which ferved to fhelter nie aiid my 

^caravan* It was fpacious and lofty ; and, being 
open at the eaft, we were covered without be-r 
ing {hut up in it. Situated upon a fmall mount, 
it overlooked on/ one fide my camp and the 
plain, which, by the uniform and dreary pro- 
fpe(3: it prefented, filled me with melanchol)^ 
and difcDuragement ; and on the other was 
joined to an immenfe chain of dry mountains, 
extending in the form of an amphitheatre, the 

' fitikednefs of which, and the different tints of 
ochre, grey, and white, with which they were 
variegated, exhibited a view at once terrifying 
and maj^ftic. The remains of a habitation,, 
now fallen into ruins, att^fted that the proprie- 
tor had been long forced to abandon this wild 
and unprpdudive wafte. I made preparations 
for pafling the night in the grotto ; but 1 was 
obliged to (hare it with jackdaws and wood* 
pigeons which repaired to- it at the clofe of the 
^ay, and perched in hundreds on a Jree, the 
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5f00ts of which were implanted in an enor- 
mous crevice, while one of its branches over- 
fpread the floor of this natural hall. 
- . The figures and infcriptions confifted only 
of a few caricatures of the elephant and oftrich^ 
with, the names of three or four travellers who 
had probably flopped here formerly, like my- 
felf, to refrefli themfelves. 

Though the fountain contained a greater 
jahundance of water than I expeded, my un- 
jeafmefs was not on that account dmiiniftied. 
We had ftill to traverfe extenfive plains of fand; 
^nd every thing announced that 1 fhould, per- ^ 
haps, not find in them fo much as a fprlng to ' 
pool our thirft. A ray of hope, however, dif- 
fipated for a moment my fear. In the morn- ^_ J 

ing,two large clouds which rofe on the horizon, ** 

and which approached towards us, feemed to 
promife an abundant rain. Meanwhile no- 
thing more fatal could have prefented itfelf to 
Dur view; forthefe clouds confifted of myiiada 
pflocufts, voracious and deftrudive infefts, 
brought from afar by the winds. The fight of 
them threw my people into the utmoft con- 
.^jernatica, by whom they were confidered as 

the 
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tne harbingers of drought and fterility. My 
ape alone was a ftranger to this general alarm : 
he fhewed, on the contrary, frgns of joy and 
exultation, and followed with his eyes the di- 
itcdion of the locufts, expedHng with impa- 
tience that fbme of them would drop, that he 
night feize and devour tliem at pleafure* 

Whilft we were indulged at the fountain of 
'Hfere-Jogement with a temporary enjoyment oi 
the neceflary refreshments, we did not negteft 
our «fual labours and refearche^. Among the 
rocks, and on the^nountains which furrounded 
us, we fownd abundance of thofe fqaall qua* 
'drupeds called in the country dajfen^ and by 
fiufibn the daman. I knew jdready by ex- 
perience that this finall animal was QxccMctA 
•eating. To people who for a long time had 
Tived on lean beef and mutton, this was a for- 
tunate opportunity of varying our food ; and 
theflefli of this animal, however fat it might 
be, could not but be confidered by us as a de- 
Jicious treat. My people devoured it with 
their eyes, even before it was in our pofleffion. 
We all, therefore, fet out in purfuit of the 
damans, and each procured as many as be 

4 cojild^ 
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could. I had alroidy killed a few, wlieft, oa 
turning a rock, 1 roiafed a panther, which I 
fired at ; but the ftiot in my fufee being too 
fmall to ftrifce it inftantly dead, it efcapei k 
was probable, however, that, having f^jund a 
fort of warren there to fupply it with food, it 
would not retire far from its haunt, and that 
i fhould meet with it again. I according*, 
ly fearched the environs with my dogs, and 
fucceeded in finding its ufual place of retteal, 
where I faw feveral heaps of the bones of 
damans, and the remains of various kinds of 
fmall antelopes* 

This difcovery promifed me a double fatiC- 
fadion J that of killing the panther when it 
ihould return to its hiding-place, and that of 
finding game in the neighbourhood for my 
table, as the animal had found iFor its repaft, 
Thefe pleafures, however, were not realised : 
for neither I nor my people met with any'ante- 
lopes, which perhaps had all been deftroye^ 
by the, panther; and with regard to the ani- 
mal itfelf, I in vain fpent two wearifome hours 
of the night waiting for it in ambufli: it did 
Ifot appear j which induced me to believe that 

I had 
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J bad really WQunde4 it, and that it had pro-- 
bably gone dfewhere to die. 

During my hunting excurfion I fell in with 
A Hottentot, fervant to a planter in the neigh- 
bourhood, for whom he was looking after 2^ 
flock of fheep. Though I had already, among 
my animals, a tolerable lot of fheep ; yet, as the 
barrenneft of the country I had begun to tra- 
yerfe made me appi:chenfive that, with aU my 
economy, they might not be fufficient for our 
coqfamption, I wifhed to increafe the number 
by purchafing fome from the Hottentot. As 
a keeper, it is true, this man had no right tq 
difpofe of them j but I offered him fo advan- 
tageous a price, that his mafter could not but 
have been fatisfied with his bargain. He per- 
filled, however, in refufing me ; and the only 
benefit ^I derived from our interview was 4 
knowledge of my beft and fliorteft road to the 
Elephants-River, where I was anxious to arrive,^ 

According to this fhepherd, I had ftill a long 
^y's journey to travel, which it would be 
neceflary when I fet out to accomplifli as 
fpeedily as poffible, without interruption and 
without halting, as during the whole route 

neither 
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Hekher water nor pafturage would be founds. 
He informed me alfo, that beyond the river I^ 
fliould meet with the fame inconveniences, 
till I arrived at the country of the Nimiquas j 
and added, that though it was now the rainy 
feafon, the rain had univerfally failed j that a 
X dreadful drought was every where experi- 
enced ; and (hat never in the remembrance 
of man had this part of Africa fuflfered fuch 
diibrefs. 

This intelligence troubled and difquieted my. 
mind. I forefaw nothing but misfortunes to 
my enterprife ; and we even already began 
to experience them. Six. weeks only had 
elapfed fince I quitted the Cape, yet my oxen 
were as much fatigued as they had been during 
my firfl: journey after a march of fix months. 
To give them time to reft themfelves and re- 
cover their ^ftrength, I remained at Heercr 
logement; feven Whole days, during which our 
table occafioned fuch a confumption of daffen 
or damans, that even my Hottentots began to 
loathe them. At length, however, on the 
fourth of July, the war we had declared againft 
thefe poor animals ceafed, and I quitted the 
(dace, after having left my name and the date 
9 of 
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of my anrlvaS in Ac grotto, according Wtfee 
cuflom of preceding travellers* 

Agreeably to the advice of the ftephcrd, t 
fct out at break of day ; and after a trery fa- 
t%urng march we perceived towards nJgh% 
from the elevated point on which we then were^ 
the Elephants-River winding below us, at the 
cRff ance of about half a league ; but as I knew 
by experience the danger of defcending moun- 
tains in the night time, I refplved to encamp^ 
on the eminence, and, notwithftanding the 
extreme fatigue of my cattfe, to wait for the 
morning, befbre I fhouM proceed to the river. 

On each fide it was bordered with very large 
mhnofas, and various kinds of white trees of 
the fpecies of the willow ; but the ground was 
every where fcojched and dry, and the finalleft 
trace of verdure was not to be perceived even 
under the trees. In vam did I fearch a- 
long the b^nks m hopes of fitiding fome left 
pardicd fpot whieh mrght afford graft ibr my 
cattle : I could not cKfeover a fingte tuft of 
herbage; fo that they were obliged to be fetJ^ 
fied with a few oily plants, and the leaves of 
ihifubs. 

At ^ Ikfle da&ance from the threrwa»a 

houfe 
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honfe inhabited hf a widow^ Van-Zeil, and 
\ her family^ which I dilcovered by feetJ^g fome 
cultivated fidds. I repaired to it, and met with 
the mpft friendly reception. The widow 
fold me fame flicep^ and alfo four buifitdred 
pounds- of tobacco, which I thought proper to 
add to my flock* For thisr cobacco, which 
V'^s of bcT own growth, I paid at the rate of 
two-pence Dutch money per pound, which 
made about eighty livrea for the whole quan- 
tity* I purchafed alfo fonie flrong liquor, to 
fopply the place of that which I had ahready 
cxMrfumed. Th^ widbw^ in the coorfe of our 
converfation,, confirmed the account of the 
Hottentot fliepherd refpe<9ing the difaftrous 
bought by which the country was defoiatcd j 
a drought indeed fo excefEve, that aH the 
^ hordes of the Leffer Nimiquas had quitted the 
tnterior parts qf the country, in order to ap» 
proach the fea-coaft. 

By the dreary iprofpcQ, before me, I was en- 
abled to judge what the country would be in* 
to which I was about to enter ; and yet I ftill 
entertained hopes, and endeavoured, as I may 
fay, to quiet my fears by delufK)fi : fo poffibl^ 
and even probable does that appear^ which co- 
incides 
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Incides with our ardent wifhes* If tKe coaii* 
try of the LeflerNimiqnas, faid I^ has been de* 
prired of rain, this fcarcity of water has per* 
hapa been only local ; the diftrid^ fituated 
beyond it may not have experienced the 
feme drought, and may have had an abun* 
daht fupply of what has been hitherto want-^ 
Ing in thofe through which I hare travel- 
led- 

^ Reafoning thus from vfery uncertain proba* 
feilities, I employed my thoughts in devifing 
means for traverfing a country, the drynefs of 
iRfhich, however terrifying, might not be^ui 
invincible difficulty ; and I hoped that it would 
|)e fucceeded by .another better watered, the 
temperature and fertility of which would per* 
fcaps make amends for all my fatigue* 
* When the widow found that I was deter- 
mined to depart, : notwithftanding her advice 
and remonftrances, fhe prepared for me a fmal| 
fupply of bifcuit, and defired her two fons to 
Ihbw me the only ford at which I could crofs 
the river without danger. We were obliged 
to go along the bank downwards to a confix 
&rablef diftknce to find this paffage, to which 
my guides conduded me with their oxen 5 
r ' r I and 
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and as a teftimony of their friendfliip they 
wilhed to accompany me to the other fide, and 
to remain with me till the next morning; but 
I declined their offer, becaufe, as the weather 
vifibly threatened rain, I was apprehenfive that 
the water niight fuddenly rife, and prevent 
their return. It was indeed fortunate for me 
that I crofled the river that evening ; for dur- 
ing the night there came on a deluge, which 
continued, without interruption, for three en* 
tire d^ys, and which flattered me with new 
hopes of the happy fuccefs of my journey. Its 
violence was even fo great, from the very firft' 
moment It began, that I was obliged to halt, 
and to encamp on the border of the river. I 
was here favoured by my good fortune j lince, 
had I been one day later, I fhould have found 
no ford, and fhould have been reduced to'the 
neceflity of croffing on rafts; a laborious me- 
thod, which would have occafioned to my 
people much fatigue, and to me a gr^at lofs of 
time; befides that, the flream being rapid and 
enclofed between fleep banks, the ufe of a raft, 
during an inundation, would have been at- 
tended with confiderable danger. 

The fecond day the waters fwelled fo much 
Vol. I. Q^ *» 
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as to reach my waggons ; and I was obliged^ 
therefore, to remove my camp to a greater 
diftance towards the plain. Had the rife taken 
place during the night, my eamp might have 
been fwept entirely away j and my own life, 
and the lives of my people, have been expofed 
to the mc^ft imminent peril. 

At the Cape, I had oftett heard of the riik 
which a traveller runs in this part of Africa, 
when he encamps too near rivers. Relpeding 
thefe dangers the planters had even told me 
wonderful tales, to which I gave little credit, 
confidering them only as the exaggerations of 
the narrators ; but experience has fmee con- 
vinced me of their truth. Many a time^ when 
encamped during the mod beautiful weather, 
and even after a very great drought, near fmall 
rivers, and at a diftance from their b^nks, have 
I feen them fo fwell on a fudden, by the burft-* 
iftg of a ftorm, as, in lefs than three hours, to 
I'ife above the trees on their banks, inundate 
the plains to a confiderable diftance^ and form 
around me an immenfe lake. 

It is, therefore, prudent in a traveller never 
to encamp near rivers*, except on ^n eminence 
which, when at their greateft height, they can-* 

not 
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act reach ^ and it is eafy to afcertain this boun* 
dary by inlpeding the trees on their banks. In 
their overflow they carry along with them 
reeds and grafs, which, being caught by the 
branches, remain fufpended, and atteft how fat^ 
the water has rifen. In the day-time we may 
without danger flation ourfelves on the banks, 
under the (helter of the trees. In general, in- 
deed, no (hade is to be found any where elfe ; 
and if an inundation (hould happen,there would 
at leaft be little or no . riik, as nothing could 
prevent its' being feen ; but to remain thus 
iituated in tl^e night, would be expofmg our- 
felves imprudently, and efpecially during the 
winter monfoon. 

The rain having at length ceafed the third 
day, I proceeded on my journey ; and follow- 
ing for three hours the courfe of the ftreaini 
^pwn wards, I arrived at the confluence of a ri- 
Tulet, called in the Hottentot language K6}g^ 
nas^zxA by the Dutch Dwars rivier ^crofs- 
xiv^r). This ftream, which, like the greater 
part of thofe in Africa, flows only during ihe 
rainy feafon, was fo deeply ehclofed between 
banks in the place where. we could crofs, that 
we did not obferve it till we were clofc upon 

Qj2 it$ 
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its^ brmk. The paflage acrofs this^ rivufet, to 
/peak the truth, gave me great uneafinefs j not 
indeed on account of the Koignas itfeif, which 
is very narrow, and, receiving little water 
from other ftreams, had not been much in- 
creafed by the rain ; but on account of the dif- 
ficulty of approaching it, occafioned by the 
fteepnefs and height of its banks. The foil, 
befides, confifted of glutinous earth, which the 
rains had rendered fo flippery, that the defcent 
was extremely dangerous for my carriages* 
Thus did drought and rain both confpire to de- 
feat my intentions ; and every thing, in fhort, 
feemed in combination to prefent at every ftep 
new obftacles to my progrefs. 

Klaas, wilhing to contribute by his care to 
the happy fuccefs of our paflage, took upon 
him to dired the firft waggon, and. put him- 
felf at the head of the oxen : but his foot hav- 
ing flipped in defcending, he fell down ; and 
before he had time to rife he was not only trod 
upon by the firfl: pair of oxen, l^ut the other 
four alfo paflTed over his body. Luckily t had 
obfcrved him fall, and my cries brought to his 
aid his companions, who^ favouring by their 
jrefiftance the efforts made by^ the driver to 

keep 
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keep hack the Jaft yoke, ftqpped the carriage 

.at the very moment that it was about to de- 

icend, aad juft ready to roll over my unfor- 
tunate favourite. I dragged him from below 
the oxen; and it is impoflible for me to ex- 

.prefsj the joy J felt, when, having placed him 
on his legs again, apdinterrogated him refpecSl- 
ing.his fall,, he informed me that he had 

. received.no material injury. He had however 
fufFered fome contufions from the oxen; but 
thrfe animals, though hurried down the de- 

. fcent, had, from an inftin<a of which 1 admired 
the.iagacity, fpared him as much as circum- 
ftances would allow : and indeed it is almpft 
incredible that fo many feet ftiould have pafled 

jOver him without cruihing him to death- 

rHaving landed on the right bank of the 
Koignas, I direil^djny route, according to the 
information I had receiyed from the widpw 
Van-Zeil, towards the Vlcermtiys-KJip (rock 
of bats). As I advanced, I obferved the track 

rof a lion quite frefli. This difcovery, which 
fmce my departure fr >m the Cape was the firft 
of the. kind, warned me to be upon my guard 
in our encampment during the night. * The 
imimaJ had been lurking among the bufbes 
QL3 ^^^^ 
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near the river, at the time of our crofliDg ir^ 
and had doubtlefs been determined to fly to 
the plain by the noife of my caravan^ I went 
in purfuit of him with one of my hunters and 
fome dogs, and wc followed him the greater 
part of the day ; but the approach of nighty and 
the fear of lofing our way, as it was at laft fo 
dark that I could no longer diftinguilh the 
tracks of the wheels of my carriages, compelled 
me to return to my camp. 

Swanepoel, to fupply me with a beacon by 
which to ditcGt my courfe, had caufed the fires 
to be lighted fooner than ufual, I have air 
yeady faid that it was cuftomary for us to 
Jcindle feveral every evening ; they fervcd both 
to fecure us againft the cold during the night, 
and to frighten away hurtful and dangerous 
animals ; but on this occafion they attracted a 
particular fpecies, from which it was impoflible 
for us to defend ourfelves. The rock I have 
jnentioned, near which we were encampedj^ 
contained an immenfe quantity of bats, and it 
Js from this circumftanCe it takes its name. Of 
thefe animals fome, feared by a light that was 
new to them, made in their holes fo frightful 
H noife as almoft to ftun mej while others 

flutter^ 
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fluttered in hundreds around us, fqueaking, and 
^very now and then flapping their wings in 
our faces. Itfvain did we attempt to defend 
ourfelves ; the threatening crowd only in- 
creafed, and wp received blows from every 
quarter* Favoured by the darknefs, I perhaps 
might have fecured myfelf againft their infults 
by returning to my waggon ; but how efcape 
from th^ piercing din of this x:ountIefs mukir 
tude, which m^e the very rocks refound with 
their cries ? My fattle alfo were as much an« 
poyed by them as ourfelves j and every thing 
announped a difagre^able night, without the 
hppe of relief. In this diflreiling fituation, I 
faw only one courfe to be purfued; which 
was, to decamp immediately, and leave the 
field of battle tp thefe troublefome and obfti- 
nate enemies. 

I accordingly gaye orders to ftrjke our tents 
and yoke the cattle, and, proceeding down the 
ElephantSrRiver, encamped at a place called in 
the Hottentot language Krekcnap^ and in Dutch 
^ack-boove. 

Notwithftanding the vexation and ill hu- 
mour into which this nodumal decampment, 
g^nd the adventure that occafioned it, had 
0^4 thrcwa 
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thrown us, I was pleafed with the idea of ad- 
vancing, from the hope of finding convenient 
pafturage for my animals, which w^re all re* 
duced to a moft deploi:able condition, and par- 
ticularly my oxen and horfes, which, fince we 
left Heere*logemcnt, having had nothing but 
fuch oily plants to feed upon as had been fpared 
by the drought, Were feized with a loofenefs, 
which gave me very great uneafinefs. That 
' they might recover, I allowed them a few days 
reft J during which, defirous of turning this de- 
lay to advantage,! refolved to traverfe theneigh- 
bourhood, and to explore the country, efpecially 
the mouth of the Klephants-River, which, 
from the information I had received, could 
be only a fhort diftance from my new camp. 

Klaa8,'though he ftill felt fome pains from 
his fall, was carneft in his defire to accompany 
me. Ifet out, therefore, attended by him and 
threq more of my people, among whom was 
One of thofe Hottentots he had engaged in my 
fefvice, And who was loaded with my private^ 
tent, the only baggage I thought it neceffary to 
take with'tne. My intention was to proceed 
Along the hadk of th6 ri^cr; and I conceived 
that hy thus fpHowing its courfe I fliould 
^ Shorten 



A F R i C Ar ^i^j 

j&orten the way, as I fliould nm thereby the 
lefs riik of Ipfing myfelf : but the rain had the 
<day before fo f welled the river, that it had in 
many. parts overflowed, and had formed, efpe- 
x:ially in the low lands, immenfe lalc^s. Thefc 
coUeftions ;Qf water, which often prefented 
.themfel veS| rendered it neceffary for us to make 
Ipqg windiijg^,. that greatly jjetarded our pro- 
jgrefs ; and to reach the fea, I was therefore 
.obliged to employ more time than, under otiber 
J circum fiances, fuch a diftancc would have re- 
' quired. I would not, however, alter my route, 
becaufe the lakes were covered withan ini^ 
meufe multitude of aquatic birds of every kind, 
and particularly gulls, fea-fwallows, and fla- 
mingos, which I faw in thoufands. 

I thought I muft find among thefe innu^ 

merable flocks new objeds worthy of tmoQ 

added to my coUedion. I indeed killed feveral, 

and among thefe a charming bird three feet ia 

height, which at prefent makes a. part of ;«\y 

(cabinet of natural hiftory. Its head and thf oaf, 

which are entirely bare, are covered with a 

.fkin of the brighteft red, terminated by a band 

of a beautiful orange, which fcparates the 

4»ake<i part from, that covered with f(^thers# 

4 The 
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The upper part of the wings, having broad 
ftripes of a fine violet colour, agreeably (haded. 
Is bordered by a white band of feathers, the 
thick and filky beards of which, feparated from 
each other, have aperfedrefemblancetoarich 
fringe* The quills of the wings and tail are 
of a greenifh black, which, as it receives the 
light in a more or lefs oblique diredion, aflumes 
the appearance of violet or purplp. The reft 
of the plumage is of a beautiful white. The 
bill, which is long and fomewhat crooked, is 
yellow, as are.the feet. This bird belongs to 
the genus of the ibis, of which we are already 
acquainted with feveral fpecies. 

Having at length arrived before night at the 
fea-fliore, I caufed my tent to be ereded, and 
a fire to be kindled ; but notwitbftanding our 
great fatigue none of us could clofe our eyes* 
The fca breeze was fo fharp, and the cold fo 
cxceffive, that we were obliged to employ the 
whole night in warming ourfelves. This ftatc 
of fuffering made me wait with impatience for 
the dayj and as foon as it appeared I fet out 
in queft of game with three of my people, ad* 
Vancing along the banks of the river. 

lAj c^m|>anion$ foon left m?, aad went to 
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imnt among the fand-hills, with a view of 
finding fome bird or animal with which I was 
unacquainted, or any other extraordinary ob- 
jeft proper to gratify my curiofity. They 
gave themfelves confiderable trouble ; but tfadr 
zeal was unaccompanied with fuccefs. All 
their fearch ended in the difcovery of a few 
antelopes (ree-bock), at which they fired ; and 
which, flying towards me, followed each 
other in a ftring, as they pafled the fpot where 
I flood. I had an opportunity of firing at 
them in my turn ; but at that moment I wai 
engaged In viewing a prodigious number of 
vultures, and other birds of prey, which I faw 
flying round, or hovering in the air, and thctt 
alighting at the diftance of a quarter of a league 
before me. My people had killed two of thofe 
antelopes called fteen-bocks j but, regardlefs of 
this acquifition, I was devouring with my eyes 
the carnivorous birds I had difcovered, which 
were becoming every moment more nume-- 
rous J and my curiofity was doubled, when I 
was told by my people that thefe birds were 
jittrafited by the fmell of a dead elephant, or 
fpme other animal, on which ;t was probable 
|he^ Wfjre feedings 
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When we; aqpproachcd, we aQ;»jall5r foi»d 

on .the fhore a fpermaceti whak ^bont B&y 

feet in length. Jt was lying, at the diftance of 

more than a hundred paces frqiji the fea j and 

• had doubtlefs been forced: thiih^ by the wave$; 

"but the fea muft certainly have experienced :a 

. nioft tremen^dops ftorm, to be^le tO; throw ^ 

^far a maii fo enormous, lit was attacked by 

a variety of carnivorpus birds, and by a nuip- 

ber of crqws; but -^particularly by differcpf 

j.fpecies of thofe.fmall quadrupeds, of thegenus 

, of the polecat. and weafel, Which? at the Cape, 

are known under the .general : pape of muj^- 

hand. All thqfe animals w^re bufily feeding 

upon the whale, of which a. confiderable p^rt 

had already been devoured by them ; bjiit our 

approach difturbed. the enjoyment of their re- 

paft. 7 he birds betook themfelves to flight j 

the muys bonden fcampcred aw^y ; the crows, 

however, a fpecies of carnivorous animals 

more obflinate than any other, remained and 

were loth to quit their prey ; without being 

frightened by our vifit, they hovered roupd 

the carcafe, and. oyer our hea^s, croaking in the 

:inoft frightful mannen 

The fand, to the diftance of mpre than fiffieen 

f^et 
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feet round the whale, was moiftened with its 
blubber, wl)ich had been converted into oil by^ 
the heat of the fun. The lofs of this greafe, dif. 
perfed in this manner, was a fource of afBidtion 
to my Hottentots, who regretted that ihey had 
not within their reach one of my carriages load** 
ed with a dozen barrels, that they might fill* 
them with oil ; an event which would have 
rendered them 'happy during the whole jour- 
ney. Dcfire, however, foon begets induftry : 
they thought of their antelopes, and requefted 
my permiffion to difpofe of them. Having 
obtained it, they returned to the fpot where 
they were hid, and, flaying them, made bags of 
their fkins, of which each was capable of hold- 
ing more than forty pounds of oil. 

I endeavoured myfelf to derive fome benefit 
from the whale. Examining it with attention^ 
I obfetved various kinds of beetles crawling 
6ver this immenfe body of carrion, and em- 
ployed alfo in devouring it. Having counted 
fourteen different fpecies, I began to huntthefe 
fwarms of infeds ; and' fome individuals fe- 
Ifedcd from each fpecies were, in turn, facri- 
ficed to my favourite paflion, and ferved to en-^ 
rich my fmall coUedion. The repofitory in 

which 
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which I preferved them vrzs a flat light htm 
made of deal, which I placed above the crown 
of my hat ; and ia order that it might be car- 
ried the more commodioufly^ it was, like the 
hat itfelf, of a round form, and feciired st$ 
■well as (haded by the oftrich-feathers with 
iNrhich I was accuftomed to ornament my 
head* 

More fatisfied with what I had colleded 
than with the immenfe provifion of oil made 
by ray Hottentots, I returned to my tent, 
which had been guarded in my abfence by one 
of my people; Having feen by the way, 
among the fand-hills, a confiderable quantity 
of the dung of elephants ; I was induced to 
believe that thefe animals muft abound in this 
diftrift, and that the river had not unjuftly ac- 
quired its name from them. None of the dung 
was indeed fr^fh ; but I concluded from this 
circumftance that the elephants ufually fre- 
quented the right bank of the river, and that, 
forced at this feafon by the drought to quit a 
i5)ot that was now become barren, they had 
crofled over to^the kft, which I fuppofed to be 
Ifik parched. 

Thefe, however, w^e only conje(Jlures j and 

proba* 
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Jjrobability, perhaps, ought rather to have led 
tne to believe that thefe animals, without 
changing from the one bank to the other, had 
retired into the interior parts of the country. 
A defire of meeting with a herd or two, and of 
bunting them, had neverthelefs fo heated mj 
imagination, that, by attempting to gratify it, I 
expofed myfelf to the danger of being irrepa- 
rably loft, with the beft Hottentot of my ca- 
ravan. I (hall here give a particular account 
of this celebrated inftance of fool-hardinefs, 
which was nothing Icfs than to crofs with my 
fire-arms, baggage, and attendants^ a confider- 
ablc river fwelled by, inundations, in order ta 
encamp on the oppolite fide. 

Fortunately I had with me excellent fwim- 
mers, to whom the croffing of a river, what- 
ever might be its breadth, could be no caufe of 
Uneafinefs. With me the cafe was entirely dif- 
ferent. The reader will recoiled that I once 
before imprudently rifqued my life, in my firft 
journey, when purfuing an eagle on the banks 
of the Queer-Boom. Warned by this danger, 
I had fince exercifed myfelf frequently in fwim^ 
ming, and had indeed never negleded it when 
an opportunity occurred. I was however as 

yet 
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yet very imperfedly acquainted with the art ; 
and I by no means found myfelf fufficiently 
confident to attempt an overflowing river, 
which was at the fame time extremely rapid 
and of an immenfe breadth. 1 held a confulta- 
tion therefore with my people on the courfe to 
be purfued, and the beft and moft prudent 
means to- enfure its fuccefs. 

The firft idea that fuggefted itfelf to us was 
that of a raft ; which was the moft natural as 
well as the moft convenient mode of convey- 
ance, and that which I had tried before without 
any accident, but on rivers, it is true, lefs dan- 
gerous. Trufting to the ftrength of my fwim- 
. mers, I imagined for a moment that it would 
be an eafy talk for them to drag it to the op- 
pofite bank ; but on examining the difficulties 
more minutely, we apprehended,, and with 
xeafon, that, as the raft would form an ex- 
tenfive furface, it might acquire " a velocity 
which it would not be poffible for the fwim*^ 
mers to overcome and to diredt. It was necet 
. fary however to find or to conftrudl fome 
fpecies of float that would bear, me,, and they 
might be able to condud. My Hottentots had 
no fkill upon this fubjed. How indeed fhould 

they 
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they be ingenious in refources of which none 
of them had any need ? And by what ftrange 
accident did it happen, that there flood upon 
thisr fhore a native of Surinam, educated at. 
Paris, and incapable of fwimming ^ The inca-; 
pacity was all my own : it was therefore juft- 
that I fhould invent the means of relieving it. I 
propofed to launch upon the ftream the trunk, 
of a tree, upon whix:h I fliould feat myfelf 
aftride ) and my four companions unanimoufly 
exhorted me to have courage, and they would 
aiifwer with their lives for my fafc arrival on 
the oppofite fhore. 

Thus anipiated, I felt no longer the fmallefl 
hefitation : it remained only to find the fpecies 
of float requifite for my purpofe. Of trunks, 
indeed, there was ^n abundance : for the in- 
undation, as is fure to be the cafe in thofe 
countries v^here trees and plants, pafling 
through the various ftages of vegetable life, 
perifti as they ftand, and wither on their roots, 
had overturned great numbers, and fcattercd 
them along the banks; but the majority of 
them dill retained their branches, and of thofe 
without branches, fome were too,£hort, fome 
too long, and others too flender. It was neceC 

Vol. h R fary 
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ferylo fix upon one thjtt was lii ^ ti^tp(0t 
fevburablc to our proje^; and- after prbc&tdJ 
iiHg to a confideraMe iJiftancc Up ttit'riviJti'iFlfr. j3 
at length fdcceeded; the difficiflt7l*(4lBi#' ' 
atft^Aded this rei^afch had been tidon^^S^^ 
with ho likie murmnriiigj meanVrhile td tMi 
Very ciixumftance, in the endi were w6 ^ 
debted for our lives. . . 

"^ Our firft opferatloft Was to Munich the Hf^], ^ 
and to fix to one end of it iWo Mhgfr^^'*" 
feather, to enab(e< the IWitamers to -dt&g -it a^l# 
them. We then rotted up in a Ermidlfrai(fi**,i : 
kroifes and my tent, which we faRened^tb ^^ 
m^dle of the float, tying firmly at tKt finaij'^ 
6m6 to this bundle the two feMitrrii t^flel4;il 
6il, one on eath i^^." thefe vfeflTe!* t thtrt 
would not only ferve to diminifh the ^fl^^!^'* 
of the ttiachiiiej but alfo prevent it frtitA' hililM.ia^ - 
fetting and plunging me into tlie water.' ; '''?«• 
It remained to find a intthiidbMntp&^^Xit 
eur pbwder-flafks arid attlllety, zn^pkCicV^I^J. • 
d{ prefefvlng them dl-y. This citre \ Vdoi: ti^i ' ■'. . 
myfelf. It would be poffible, I; iraiginei4 $-"/= 
hold my fuf^es reltibg on my fliould^s';' isi^. "\ 
as to the powder-ilafks, j fufpended theto 
iny netk, tvith my watch. Hie prepatadot 
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tong finiflicd, aiid .every arrangement madri 
for 'fo fiagiriar a paflS^, T" proceed, accoutred 
m dm gi-ote%ift ihaafetir, to iaf ffaJtidh. I eiatet 
th^ \rarcr aftride tm inj fog, placd ih'yifelf ereflr, 
18 if oh a faddle, that ^s to fay, tipoti tlte kroffeB 
and bentt)etween thfr^leafhernVericlsvniy fwim- 
mers dart forward, tfefey takie hold^of the ftrin^gSi 
diey draw alotrg the ' 'ffail and pf^ftlbiis ^bark, 
wcth Its cargg) and paflfeiger; arfd I l>fehoM inyi 
ltl£ adiift upon tfce feeam. - 

So many precal^ttS might ftiffifei to fcctite 
me agaiaft every accident^ I was therefore 
larit Ifrom apprefeettiion. At th^ fame tinie, 
not to ^%hattft My fwimmers, to \b*h6tti fo wide 
a paflage muft prove trying^ I fefll^ ^fth theml 
tjiot tfeerc Ihoald'be only tw« df' thtififr ih the 
front to puJl me flfteSjg, while the othet': two, 
»eftinig4ipon the-fehi^erpartof'tkfeYaftV^^^^ 
ftrike tvith theSr ^^6*,^arid pdk* mb fdifwiri 
'vMi didr bodies^ thdfe laft f«r^kig'tOjreKevif 
tjw o^hsts as obca&bn' fhou^ require : a pfoa^ 
fant biod'of Trit^me, wlio wet* fobtt to giVif tt 
high .degree oF alttrm ttt fiteiif N^^de* — 

•At firft we pfocetfdcd ^delightfully t %ecauftr 

th^ part of the rivei; Hovhieh had &f€t66w^dike 

Imk*, feftrcrij polfeffing ^y ladtkkf, offi»«il? 

R a of 
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of courfe iery littlci refiftance. The fwimmerg, 
therefore, dragged iQe aloQg without difficulty; 
they were cTcn ridiculing, the fear they had 
entertained of not fucceeding, and I myfelf was 
making merry at my own expence. I could 
not help laughing at my ftiff and conilrained 
attitude ; with tny two arms raifed aloft hold* 
ing in the air my inftruments of death ; with 
the collar that: was about my^ neck, and the 
baggage which furrounded tfiy waMl, ferving 
aa ballaft to the moft finguiar conveyance that 
the mind of man perhaps bad ever invented : 
but the fcene was jprefently changed, and the 
accents of our voices became expreffive of very 
different feiHitnents. 

. Scarcely had we entered the current when, 
its rfipidity overpowering our efforts, we faw 
ourfelves gradusJly drifted out of our courfe ; 
and foon its vidence was fo great that, riotwith* 
(landing the courage and dexterity widi which 
my negroes combated with tibe water, we 
found ourfelves haftening towards the fea. 

Had we been a£tually carried thither, no 
exertion could have fi^ved jne : I muft infallibly 
have periflied, ' However, as my good fear- 
cane wqiild.have it, the wind, blowing frMi 
• . the 
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the fea, coyntcraaed in fome meafure the cur- 
rent, and retarded our definition: but, at the 
fame time, it excited waves that prevented us 
from advancing to our deftinatioii, and which 
befides fo continually covered us with water, 
that we were every inftant hid from each 
other. 

By an inconvenience alfo which it was not 
poffible to have forefeen, and which would 
now admit of no remedy, the trunk, which had 
hitherto continued fteadily in its horizontal 
pofition, could no longer be kept in it by any 
effort. Sometimes it preffed with violence 
upon the fwimmers that conduced it, and ren- 
dered it impoffible to preferve the thongs at 
their full extent, or to derive any advantage 
from them. Sometimes it was urged with 
equal force ini the oppofitediredionj in 'which 
c?afe it hung with irrefiftible weight upon 
the thongs, pulling back the guides, and Ibak- 
ing th^m completely out of their courfe. But, 
what was worfe, it; often fynk entirely uodor 
water at one end, while the ot^er was r^ifedrto 
a fituation nearly vertical. In this pofture, the 
arfliftance of the fwimmers behind was rendered 
ufdefsj and I faw myfelf, in ipite of all my 
R 3 Hotten* 
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Hottentots could do, carried alonj^trf th^cQN 
reiit, tofied this way and that, and ready evtry 
moment to lofe my equilibrium* 

The dangler was imminent* The fwimmera 
in the rear precipitately quitted their poft, and, 
feizing the rhongs, all four endeavoured to pull 
ine forward with their utmoft ftrength. • I at- 
tempted by <!he ufe of my fciet to affift theur ef- 
forts. Their esiertions were incredible ; they 
had promifed to place me in fafety on the op- 
pofitc ihdre, aiid they deemed therofelves 
obliged rather to die than to quit their under-^ 
taking J but, notwithftanding their unfhaten 
fidelity, I began to defpain The force of the 
current feemed ftronger a«id fironger ; it drew 
m^ every moment towards the fea ; and I faw 
no profpea of fafety but in quitting the trunk, 
the accoutrements about my licek, my guns, 
and $11 my conveniences^ and cafting myfdf 
upon the mercy of my Hottentots, hoping tha^ 
they, by furrounding me, would be able to 
keep m$ above -water, and convey me either 
tonhe jfho^e w^ fought, 6r tbe Ihore vre ha(J 
left* '/ . r.L "^ . ■ ' 

In the midft of the moft lively alarm I had 
C^er experiencfedj^ V\rpuld it ^e fuppofed what 
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WiB die nature of the confolatioQ that dimi*» 
liiftied my horror ? I (Irongly felt upon this oc- 
cafiOQ how much th? calamities of man are 
l^flened by being divided. I commif^rated the 
poffiblp fate of my brave attendants, who Teem- 
ed upon the poiat of facrificing their lives to 
thiir attachment tQ me : yet this attachment 
took away the bitternef? of death : I ihould it 
je^fl not be abandoned till I ha4 experienced 
all the attentions of frif?ndfhip. 

Meanwhile piy poor Hottentots, panting, 
c^haufted, md deprived of ftrength, called on 
each other with a feeble voice to perfevere. 
Not one relaxed his hold of the thong j not pne 
^afed to fwim, or to oppofe fome fort of re- 
fiftanc? to the ftreamj they had recourfe to Ikifl 
Inhere ftrength failed, and were attentive to 
improve every poffible advantage* One of 
them was wholly new to my fervice, a ftrangcr 
10 my intercoprfe and my perfori ; yet he did 
not yield to his pon^r^^es in pertinacity, and I 
believe would bav^.b^en .one of the firftto 
peiriflj. in tjie ^tertian* r 

peath f(?em?d. to/ft^i^ us in the f^ifcft, wheli 

I began tp p^qeive, ^^y the dimwilhed rer 

fiftjinqfj ^t we ba4:ify§i<:iemly cl«ered $hp 

r . . 1 R 4 centre 
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centre of the current ; 'they perceived it too : 
they cbliedcd all their force; they topk breath ; 
they found themfelvcs in a perfeft calm j and 
prefently ^ey gained the ihallow^ where they 
could touch the bottom with their feet. The firft 
who felt it announced it by a fhout, which was 
repeated by the reft. In vain ihould I attempt 
to paint the ^motion which now burft forth 
from us all. I difengaged myfelf from the 
grotefque fituatioUi which had excited alter- 
nately pur pleafantry and our alarms ; I leaped 
upon the fliore 1 1 threw myfelf upon the neck 
of my deliverers, and they embraced me vi^h 
tranfporr. 

Our firft care was to kindle a large fire, by 
which to warm ourfelves and dry our clothes. 
Fron[i the combined effect of fear and the 
.water, we ftiivered as with an ague. My fwim- 
TOcrs, by a happy forefight, had provided 
themfelvcs i/vith a. calabafli of brandy. Not- 
withftjiftding my repugnance to this liquor, in 
the prefent inftance I partook of it with plea- 
fure; and though the quantity I drank was 
fmali, it braced up my nerves and inftilled new 
life into my frame, ^bi order to, have the free 
life of my hand^ in clinging to the trunk, I 

' ' ' ' ^ ' : " " had; 
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bad been obliged during our palla^e to fallea 
my artillery to my Jcnees j it bad accordingly 
been wetted ; and I haftencd to repair the 
mifchief by wiping and drying it Twenty 
times had I btfen drenched myfelf by the waves 5 
yet the water had fortunately neither penetrated 
my powder-flafks, qor injured my watch. 
What reafon had I to rejoice that I had fo far 
perffevered as not to abandon the raft ! The lots 
of my fire-arms and my tent would have been 
irreparable j and not only would it have de- 
feated the objed for which I had crofled the 
river, but have greatly incommoded me in my 
general expedition. 

At the time, however, other thoughts occu- 
pied my mind. } congrfitulated myfelf folely 
oh the danger we had efcaped j of the greatnefs of 
which I had no conception, till I obferved from 
our landing-place the diftance we had pafled. 
Then it was that I reflefted with ferioufnefs on 
the extravagance of my folly, and the raOmefs 
of the enterprife. Upon viewing the paflage, 
I lhudderc4 with terror. It was not a river 
that we had crofled, but a vaft inundation, of 
which the eye could fcarcely reach the extent. 
As I had no inftruments to meafure it, it is 
9 impofliblc 
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Imppifible for me to %eak with accuracy of 
its breadth; but iome eftimation m^j he 
formed from the time we were upon the water, 
which I obferved to be a full half-hour: me^- 
while an allowance muft be^ made for the nb- 
pidity of the ftream^ which drifted us from our 
Gourfe and retarded our paflage. 

Perceiving my Hottentots to be recovered a 
little from their fatigue, I began to think of 
the moft effedual means of rewarding they 
fidelity } and I requefted them tq afk of mp 
with freedom whatever they pleafed» 

Klaas was ^t this moment fitting by my fideif 
fqueezing me by the hand, and teftifying in 
the moft afFedionate manner the pleafura he 
felt at having once more contributed to my 
fafety. ^ I have' a favour/* laid he, " to ai^ 
*^ of you, not for myfelf, but for another. If 
*' you think that toy friend Jpnker'* (which 
was the name of my new Hottentot) " has 
♦* aCted like a youth of courage, I could wifh 
** you to beftow on him a fufee. It was I 
'^ who engaged him in your fervice j it is I 
^* who am refponTibie for bis condudt ; and bQ 
♦* afiured he will never give you caufe to TCij 
^^ pent this indulgence/^ « r. 
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To imderftand this xequcft the reader muft 
|f:now, that I impofed on myfelf very fevere law* 
VI the diftributioa of my fire-awns. .They 
weji^e not given to all my people indifcrimi-. 
nately. On the confrary, I had granted this 
favour to thofe alone with whofe charad^r I 
was thoroughly acquainted^ and who had fig* 
nalized themfelves as much by their fidelity^ 
as by thwr courage and addrefs ; and thefe I 
farther diftinguiflied by the .name of hunta:s# 
Every month I gave them alfo a ducatoon (a 
piece of coin of about nine livres) as pay ; while 
the reft received only a rix- dollar, whic^ is 
one third lefs. This pay, to men who had nd 
peed, during our journey, to be at any ex* 
pence, added to other little profits which it was 
my intention one day to beftoW upon them, 
could not but afford them the hopes of con-i 
fideraWe enjoyment when my excurfion fhould 
be completed, and they fhould return to thd 
Cape. 

I promifed to Jonker what Klaas had alked , 
for him J that is to fay, to give him, dn my 
return to our camp ^t Krekenap, a fufee, with 
complete accoutrements and ammunition. I 
even conferred fift hini ^othcf favour ; that of' 
f appoint- 
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appointing him one of the condudors of mjr 
principal waggon, the benefits arifing from 
which, added to his pay as a hunter, increafed 
his income one half. Thus 3id I enjoy the 
pleafurc of diftributing rewards and granting 
promotion to my companions, without the in- 
fluence of any bafe intrigue, any Infidious re- 
commendation, that might induce me to be la- 
viQfi towards fome, and niggardly and unjuft 
towards others. In ihtirt, I happily governed 
my fmall caravan without iheaififtance of thofe 
plodding intriguers, who vain of their know- 
ledge, and intruding themfelves every where, 
arrogate to themfelves the right of meting out 
rewards, and pronouncing definitively refpeflh 
iag the merits of others. 

Thefe mai:ks of diftindion, thefe various 
honours, .conferred all at once upon my new 
Hottentot^ fo elated him with joy, that he 
could not find words with which to exprefs to 
me his gratitude. Pofleffed of a fufee, knd be- 
come the conduSor of the carriage of his 
matter, he was in his own eftimation equal in 
importance to a grandee of Spain. To liften 
to this Hottentot, he had all the difpofitions 
retjuifite in a fportfman. ¥h fek, he faid, the 

greateft 



AFRICA. as3 

grcateft defirc imaginable to become a good 
markfman; antl though he had few opportuni- 
ties of improving himfelf, he found his fkifl 
little inferior to his moft experienced neigh* 
bours. In &ort, hk expatiated fo much, and 
with fuch fiinplicity, upon the method he 
' praftifed for hitting the mark, as to afford ex- 
treme amulement to his countrymen who knew 
him. Seeing how much they enjoyed the jokci 
I propofed a trial of fkill, nothing doubting 
that Our new knight-errant would prove an 
Snexhauftible fource of entertainment His 
three" companions were all of them expert in 
what they undertook: as to himfelf, the poffi 
of fafcty, by way of eminence, would have 
been to have placed one's- felf precifely before 
the mark. 

As I faw he looked fomewhat afliamed, and 
took the point to heart, and as he was even 
afraid that his mifcarriage would injure him 
with me, I was eager to revive his confidence: 
I told him that, when I firft attempted to 
handle a gun, I (hot farther from my mark 
than he did, and that I had no doubt, with 
his enthufiafm upon the fubjedk, he would foori 
prove a very excellent markfman. Ifhould 

have 
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have heea Ids iSbrward la my compHmenU to 
2 fpruce petit-maitre of my aym country, moSt 
efpeciaUy if his foppery betrayed itfelf ia the 
putting oa a pair of fpedaclesi. 

"What I had predi<3:ed in pies^iantry wasafter^ 
warda confirmed : Jonker bec^^me in realky^ 
the moft intelligent, and the firft of my piH> 
veyors. A few obiervatione will explain. thi# 
iingularity. I^ynting in Africa is a ~very 4i& 
fcrent purfuit from what it is in Eurcgpe. Therf 
the t?J^t of th^ punter -does not, ashere^ een-p- 
£tft only in having a fteady hand, and a fuf^ 
eye : with thefe qualities h^ muft poiiefe others 
flill more effential, and without wl^ich iK)thiDg 
is to he done agaihil th^ cunnipg of the a:n-^ 
telopes of the defert. He muft have an aeute 
fight, fo as to difcover the game at a coofider- 
abJe diftance before they difcover *him ; he 
muft employ great art to lure anrd to deoeivi^ 
them ; above all, he.muft pbflfefs an acStive body^ 
capable of afluming every ppfition, and of 
drawing itfelf patiently for a- long fi^e upon 
the ground, in order to get \yitjiin reach with* 
out being perceived. Thef? are the quaiificah 
tions of good African hunters ; this it is whicb 
^es them that rare diaradisr, £o h^hly 

efteemed 
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^c«med by Ae f)laiitefS and thfe liott^tbt»; 
and onliccK)UMof^}iidi^'the7aftf£ftifi^^ 
by ih^u^it^^iid-beiipuypii^yM^pp^ 

a ^ortfttiata'^ tfadUghheini^y not Ihbot ibwfett 
a^andc^ri^e^itut^ 0^' tl^ A&icsan t^)^, wiH 
at tlie &ffi«riitfie ki)t mdlr^jgame^ beciuTe^ iqr 
hiB fuppiwidfs and ad^refs^ li« ivIU'tfiiMriiire^o 
drag hiiiir«IC«Wiig, till ^^proMkifo licakr the 
a^mal that the likoft unikilftil JBbobtpr^ wtopU 
find it i^rtipofiibie to ihift. Th« QpAimen aie 
geneialiy cbnitdnsttd a^ ibe befl i%Jkr6ypeni 
meaiiWh^ I ^Ve lia^ firequeht oppomfnottM 
of adaaitifig tlife* feme a^lky in Jooken 
-: Hfe fight was fo fceeh, that he.could dfea 
diftinguifli* an afitete^ a6 it layupottthe 
grdttftd, at a diftanoe that I could iwMf^ferre 16 
wen wkh nvy glafs^j ahd, excepting Kee^^ he 
had the moft penetrating eye.oftty whofc<ja^ 
ravan.'-' ■ . - 

Wild anitaals poflefs the ifijftfef fef fedng in 
the greiteft perfeaion ; becaufe, from' the* kiorf 
of Kfe which they liad, having great dift*Acetf 
to traverfe, the faculty is in continual exereife, 
fey the frequent need they have of meafufing 
thofe diftances; For the fame « reafon^ men 

alfd 
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alfo in a ftate of nature enjoy thk fenfe in a* 

degree fcarcely lefs exquiToe ; . and if tbofe in 

civillfed fociety are deficient i&this.qiMUty^ ir 

tt becauTe their profpeds being almpft alwaya 

more confined, they have mu^b lefs occafion 

to derelop it ; becaufe, every tbing^ that fur- 

rounds them, fuch aa filksi gilding, reverberated 

and multiplied lights, obje&s of luxUry, va-* 

riegated and dazzling colours, fatigue, without 

imiprovhtg their fight ; and laftly, becaufe their. 

pro{efl]ons,pra&lces, and.habits, their writing, 

reading, and the (Irange abufe of pictures, 

muft tend early to impair a ienfe continually 

ftrsdned and perverted, while nothing is at the 

fame time prefented that can bring it. to per- 

fe€tion» Why have hunters, who refide in 

the country, and above all mountaineers, better 

fight than the inhabitants of cities I The reafon 

is plain i^ and I may adduce myfelf as an exaoiple. 

Before my arrival in Africa, my fight was io 

weak that, tp read or write, I was obliged to 

hold the book or paper clofe to my eye* But 

having fpent feveral years in the open jur, tra- 

verfing mountains and valleys, and croffing vaft 

deferts, it has been confiderably ftrengthened ; 

and I can now fee ^s far as another* 

:Whea 



A F-R 1 C A. ^57 

W^en we had ^taufed oitrfelvjes for fome 
tiaie in firtiog at a mark, I thought it would bi^ 
J)rudeQt i6 employ my powderina lictore u£i> 
ful manner. As it wasibrdie.pprpofe.of hikit- 
iag ^I^phants that I had crpflfed the river, at 
the hazard of my dwa life, and the Jives of my 
four cop^aniorns, I refolved to go ixx purfuit of 
thefe. aninjals. With this view, accompanied 
by 9iy tihcee huaters, I ranged about and 
fcxmred thig whole country ; but wefaw nfeither 
dupgnor traces, which made me iineereiy re- 
gret that I had fubje^ed ,myfelf in vain %0 fo 
qauch fatigw, aad Qicpofed myftlf ufeWsly to 
fo m^ay dangejis. It is probable, w Ihavieat- 
fmAf iiid, that .the ekphatits frequented the 
ti|;ht ■ feanfc* of the rivfer ; but wheix ;obiig^d by 
<hQ 4ropgfiit to changfe thiir refidence; li^ead 
of crofllug to the Ic^ bank^ where tlicy would 
have found an equal fcareity x>f food, t^ey had 
Retired fartlvcr into the interior part of the de*^ 
ferts towards the north* 

The feverity of the cold had preveiated us 

froth fleeping the preceding night, and we 

Were again equally unfoittinatc* . A violent 

tain' which came on continually extinguifhcd 

. our fire? j nor was i<; poffible for us to re-kindle 

Vol. L S them* 
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them. Wc were obliged, therefore, to fortify 
ourfelves with -patience, and to wait till a new 
day fhould arrive to invigorate our ftrength. 

It appeared^ but without bringing more fa- 
vourable weather ; and I refolved to.return im- 
mediately to my camp by the fliorteft vray I 
could find. As the rain had rendered my tent 
and other baggage exceedingly heavy, fo that 
my Hottentots were likely to be overloaded, I 
advifed them to abandon the two Ikins of oil, 
that their burden might thereby be lightened. 
This was requefting, however, an impofEbIc 
facrifice ; and rather than have made it they 
would have left behind them their clothes. Too 
mindful of the fervices they had rendered me, 
and unwilling to offend them^ I contented my- 
felf with taking Klaas along with me ; and T 
committed to his care my ibis, an objeft of 
which I was as tenacious as were my Hotten- 
tots of their oil. With regard to the other three, 
they were to take their own time, s^nd return 
in whatever way they fhould find moil conve* 
nient. 

Towards evening we arrived oppofite my 

camp, to reach which we had only to cirofs the 

liver J and we wer« aX a place where, with a 

^ little 
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little precaution, it was tolerably prdiSicible* 
The darknefs of the night prevented SWane- 
poel from feeing us ; but oiir cries reached hiiti, 
and he fent two horfes ufed to ,the \^ater, and 
two fwimmers to guide us in diir paflage, which 
we happily efiefted without dangef. 

Behbld me then returned to my ferhilyi 
among my tents, my carriages, niy cdmpahioiis, 
and my animals. Hdw great was iny joy Wheti 
I compared my pltfent tranquillity with my 
fituation at the mouth of the Hver ! I foiifad 
tnyfelf, however, fo cxcpflSvely fatigUed, aiid 
fo opprefled with drowlinefs, that, having 
taken offtny wet clothes^ and put on dry otieSi 
I threw myfelf on my mattrefs, and flept with-* 
out interruption till the liext day at iloon, that 
* is t6 fay, tacarly eighteen houi*s. I fhould 
eveq, I believe, have fallen into a Ifethargy but 
for the care of Swanepoel, who, alarmed « iny 
flecping fo long, ^nd fearing that I wiis ill, 
came to waken me. 

Jonker and the other two Hottentots, w^hoift 
I left behind, had artived in the morning, and 
they did not fail to relate to their companion 
all the citicunaftartces of our curious adventure. 
Each mad« his reia^arks according to his chx^ 
S a rafterj 
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raster ; but the hiftory of the whale diininilhe4 
my imprudence in their eyes, aad rendered m^ 
much lefs culpable. They even iconfidered 
fny journey to the coaft as the moft fgrtuijate 
of our enterprifes J and they ^1 regretted that 
. they had not been chofen to accompany nie: 
all, that istoiay, but Swanepoel^ who s^Ionc 
f^med forry I had undertaken it, becaufc of 
the dangers tp which it had estpofed me. 
^om^etimes he addrefiqd h]^ reproap^ to t^e 
jpvhple qomp^ny, ^nd fpmetinies to the four 
fwimmers in particular, whom h^ coiifidered 
as criminal for having pljeye^ jnc. I myfe;lf 
even, *s fqcp as I fiwoke, was vpt .e^ce^i^ted 
fropa his (?pijiXy?e. I reJjpe^^d ^rim on axicount 
pf hi^ age, ^nd I liftenjcd tpi][T[^s r,emoi\ilr^ces j 
but I regretted at t^e fame .time di^at I was pot 
ablp to anfjv^j hLip, by. d^ifplayijig before his 
eyes the fpoils of a conqueft more bt^Ui^nt th^ 
th|l^of an ibis, the only fruit ofjny penlqu^ 
expedition. . , 

At dinner, my four compAoipns had filled 
thje heads of the other Hottentots :with snj^pa 
of the great qujmtity of oil they might pro- 
cure by going to the fca flioxe* where we had 
left the whale. During th^ ?eft of the day^ 
6 their 



AFRICA, 261 

their converfation was engroffed by this un- 
fortunate fubjeft I and fo heated Were their 
imaginations, that, when I aWoke the next 
morning, they came to itie in a body to beg 
I would allow fis^ men with two oxeii to 
make an excurfiori tcr th^ fhore, for the pur- 
pofe of colledHng a certain quantity of the 
melted blubbef, which would afford them fo de- 
licious a treat. This, however, was not pre- 
cifely the motive they alleged, to induce me 
to load' my waggons with this additional in- 
cutiibrance. They pretended to have my 
intercft in view : the traces and axle-trees of 
rtiy carriages, they faid, had almoft every mo- 
ment need of being oiled ; they wanted it even 
at prefent, as they had not for a long time 
been greafed; and I (hould run, perhaps, the 
rifque of not finding' again fo favourable an 
cpjportunity. 

Thefe pretences, though apparently founded 
in truth, had, with me very little weight. ^I 
had juft learned that, during my abfence, two 
df my beft oken, whfle drinking at the river, 
had been carried away by the current and 
drowned } and there was reafon to apprehen4 
that th^ faftieaccident might happen toothers. 
S J I had 
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I had befides flattered myfclf, that, by remain^ 
ing at i^rekenap, I fhpuld find pafturag$ 
which would have reftored my fick cattle j 
and if was in reality tp give them time to rcr 
covfr that I had indulged ipyfelf in an excurt- 
fion acrofs the river. This diilrid):, however, 
had fupplicd them with no better food than the 
preceding ones ; their dy fentery ftill increafed ; 
and I found them on my return much worfe 
than before; I had refolved, therefore, to de- 
camp the fame day, ^nd to proceed with all 
poffible expedition in fear^l^ of a iriore fertile 
and happier fppt. 

This plan was by np m^an? fjtvourable tb 
that qf a journey to the fea : but an ardent dc- 
fire is oot fq eafily f ^tipguifli^d ; ^nd I cjearly 
faw that fooner qx latpr I muft give way tp it. 
My Hottentots perfiftf d ip their rpqueft, re- 
prefenting that it would in no manner retard 
my departure, if I would allow 'Jonk^r tp be 
of the party, w^o bping acqju^inted with thp 
deferts which I was going to explore, would 
ftrve as a guide^ and enable them to joip me by 
the (horteft roads to the place where I mighf 
happen to encamp. Had I continued any 
longer obftinate, it might have excitecj tfo 

' . ijiucl^ 
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much difcontent among my Hottentots. They 
received my confenf with tranfports of joy 
that bordered upon delirium. For the mo- 
ment, neither the evils wreh^d fuffered nor the 
greater ones which awaited us had a fhare in 
their thoughts : every thing was forgotten : 
the hope alone of aqi abundant fupply of blub- 
ber was fufficient to conftitute the moft per- 
fed: happinefs. 

So great was their eagernefs, that I was 
obli^ctd to allow Jonkcr to fet off immediately 
with the two oxen and his detachment. I 
^avehim afufee and ammunition; and he was 
faluted by the acclamations of my whole com- 
pany. Enviable mortals, who could be con- 
tented at fo fmall an expence, arid whom a 
little oil was about to render fo wealthy and 
felicitous ! 

My own departure was lefs joyful; though 
I had ilrong reafonsfor quitting without re- 
gret the banks of a river which had been io 
highly extolled to me, ^nd which had proved 
by my redding ther^ fo difaftfous to my cat- 
tle. But I was terrified at the profpedi before 
nie, and I anticipated the misfortunes with 
which 1 was threatened. The Iky wa§ beau- 
S4 . tiful 
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tiful anij feretie, and wc directed our coui^ 
towards the north : notwithftanding, Howevei^j, 
the mildnefs oif the weather, my cattle were fa 
weak that, after a march of three hours, they 
refufedto draw, and obliged me to halt. lA 
the afternoon they were abl? to proceed only 
two leagues farther. I w»5 then under the ne- 
ceffity of unhamcffing, and of abandoning three 
of my oxen, which funk through fatigue, and 
probably died on the fpot, as we never faw 
them afterwards. In the night I loft five 
more, which I faw miferably peri(h in the 
place where they had lain down, without my 
being able to afford them relief; and foweak 
and exhaufted were the remainder, that, ano^ 
ther league, and they would all perhaps be in- 
duced to the famef melancholy fituatiori. Wc 
had found, indeed, during the whole day^ 
neither water npr pafturage : yet Irefumed my 
journey, but with the precaution of fending 
out, in all diredions, fuch of my people as I 
could fpare, in order to difcover, if poffible, a . 
ipring and a little herbage, near which^ We' 
might encamp. 

But vain and fruitlefs was the precautioti : 
the foil, in this frightful'defett, prcfentedevcry- 

whcrc 
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#hcfe to their view the feme fcorched and lin-i 
produ<3:ive ftirface. I now reproached my- 
lielf for the valuable time I had' wafted on the 
tanks of the Elephants-River-, by which my 
prattle had' been deprived of the little ftrength- 
that reifaained to them, and w^re rendered in- 
capable of gaining a lefs fatal diftriCt. We, 
however, puriil^d oUr Way through the naked 
fands,' eXhaufted, melancholy and hopelefa* 
At length Ipfetteived at a diftance the KrakkeeU 
Klip (roek of difcord), where, I had been 
told, wa$ a deep and fpacious hollow j and the 
late rains it waa poffible might have filled it 
witto water. As we drew nearer, we imagined' 
that upon the borders of this hollow we faw 
fome waggons : an idea that filled us with joy 

. and revived our hopes. We inferred fi-om. 
this^ appearancfe, that the cavities of the rock 
jnuft infallibly abound with water ; and as to 
the carriagips, whether they were the property 
iJfa Hottentot or belonged to fome travelled, 

^ we might promife ourfejves certain informa- 
tion of the route we had to purfuc. Alas! 
|t was air a delufion. Upon our approach the 
waggons difappeared, and in their ftead two 
pfiormon{f de|>hant§ prefented themf^lves tcy 

OUf 
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our view, who had come to thii rcfcrvoir ta 
quench their third, and who betook them- 
fchres to flight the' moment they perceived us. 
The cavity indeed cootsuiled fome water, and 
a fufiicient abundance to fcrve even my whole 
caravan. But how deteftablc was its nature ! 
I^rcqucntedby all the wild apimals of thediftrid, 
who repaired thither to drink, the borders of the 
pond were covered with excrement and filth, 
which the rain continually diluted ai\d carried 
along with it to the bottom of the refervoir. 
By the fermeotJ^ticMi of th^fc putrid and infec* 
tious fubilahces, it had acquired a greenifh co^ 
lour, a naufeous fmel!, and the moft abomi- 
nable tafte. So great, however, was our diftr^fs, 
that the difcovery of this difgufting pond was 
confidered by us as a fortunate event. Before 
I fuffered my cattle to tafte it, I ordered the 
jars we had emptied the preceding evening to 
be filled; and to render it as drinkable as I 
could, 1 filtered it carefully through feveral 
linen cloths ; it was then put on the fire ; 
and afterwards I threw into it a few ounces 
of coffee that had been ground. By thefe 
operations it was clarified a little, and the 
tafte it had contraded by the falinc and ful- 
g phurous 
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phurous particles of the excrements dI(rolTe4 
|n It was fomewhat dinuniflied ; but the nox- 
ious quality, communicated by thefe folutions, 
remained in all its force. All who drank of 
it were fei^ed wUh ^ Ipofenefs ; and to fom6 
it oacafioped vomidng, hiccups, and violent 
p^ps in the bowqls, which made us appre-- 
^end that the water might h^ye been poifoned^ 
I was the only p^rfon it fpared ; or rather, my 
fufierin^ were lefs becaufe, having mixed ;t 
with §oat*s ipilk, I I|a4 drunk but a very fmall 
quantity, 

From Krekenap to Krakkeel-l^lip^ the diftapqs 
T^as only eight leagues j and thefe eight leagues 
had been the bufiuels of two complete days : 
during the fecond, indeed, I was able to ac« 
complifli only three, wl^ich coft me no lefs than 
eight hours march. For, exclufive of the 
general weaknefs of my oxen, which could 
with difficulty drag themfelves along at the 
rate of ha}f a mile an hour, we had continu- 
ally to ujiypke, in order to leave behind us 
thofe in particular, which, fainting through in- 
anition, were incapable of rifing again upon 
their legs. In a word, to form a juft eftimate 
pf the deplorable fituatipn to which thefe ani- 
mals 
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mals were reduced, the reader iriuft be in- 
formed that, fmce my lafl: departure, that is 
to fay, during thd two calamitous days I haVe 
been fpeaking of, I had left feventeen of them 
cxtendied here and there on the road. 

Towards Evening, I faW sirrive fucceffively 
at the rock different herds of anteIope^*(fpring- 
bocks) which were accuftomed no doubt to 
quench their thirft at the pond. In vain did 
I attempt to get near enough to kill fome of 
them, thereby to obtain a fu^ply of provifion 
for a day or two, and fave the few fheep I had 
left. They eluded my vigilance; and my horfes, 
being equally cxhaufted with my oxen, could 
not be employed in purfuing them. No fitua- 
tion could be more defperate. I imagined my- 
felf to have arrived at the boundary of my 
travels, and I retired to reft overwhelmed with 
the moft painful and melancholy ideas. 

Next morning we found our poor anima:Ia 
in" fuch a ftate of laffitude, that we unani- 
moufly agreed to fpend the day at Krakeet 
klip, to afford them an opportunity of refting 
themfelves ; and ' I employed the early part of 
the interval in oijce more giving chace to the 
antelopes with a few of my heft markfmeA : 

but 
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but tlie plain was too open an^ uncovered ftjr 
ps to come within fhot of them. 

The pond was the only refervoir of water 
y^ithin a great dfftance round, and fortunately 
feme coveys of mqor-fowl repaired thither to 
^rink. My people, more fuccefsful than my- 
felf, killed ^hqut thirty brace pf thefe bird.s^ 
which afforded up a mqft exceUent repaft. Oijie 
of my oxen wa^ in ^ ftatp ,^^gony, which 
(eefla^edtp lij^c?lte th^t befprje night I fliould 
lofe hipi,. I Aerefore fe^igned him to my 
Hottentots; and tl\e flefli^ when falted and pre- 
pared ajfter theif jcaapner, fupplied them with 
a ftock of prpyifipps which iafted fonie time. 

I had retired ^o my tent, a prey to the 
^ittcreft refledijp^s, yrhen, in the middle of iJi? 
night, Kees all at. once fent forth a cry which 
was inftantly aiafwered by the barkiijg of my 
whole pack of dogs. By the acijtenefe of hid 
fraell, his hearing, and |iis fight;, this animal 
was always the firft to put us on our ^uard 
againft danger ; and, of all the fervices whicljj 
Ije rendered to me, this was the one which 
principally induced me to be fond of him. 
The alarm he had given fet every body on 
foot J for we had equally to dread the attack 

of 
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of the BoQimen and that of ravenous hcidi 
of prey. The vicinity of the ciftern might 
expofe us to either, and perhaps even to 
both at the fame time. Uncertain what 
enemy I had to combat, I caufed a few 
Ihots to be difcharged towards the quarter 
which my ape pointed out, and froin time 
to time I took care they fhouid be repeated* 

Thefe fuppofed enemies were my people^ 
who had gone in fearch of the whale. They 
were now on their return ; and, having difco* 
vetoed our camp by means of the fires we had 
kindled, were haftening to join us. The noife 
of our fufees had frightened them ; they kept 
therefore at a diftance j and previoufly to thcur 
advancing they difcharged a fliot in their turn 
to inform me who they were. 

At that moment, however, prepoflfefled with 
the idea of being attacked, and having no ex- 
pedation of their arrival at fo unfeafonable an 
hour, their fignal only increafed our alarm* 
We imagined them to be maroon Hottentots, 
who, provided with fire-arms, had come to 
aflaffinate us and plunder my camp. The 
difcharging of the fufee ftrengthened this idea, 
and was confidered by us in no other light 

than 
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than as the commencement of a batde* Pre- 
fuming that the enemy was firing from fomc 
ambufh, and was endeavouring to diflodgc 
us, I encouraged my people, and we xefted 
under atms the whole night, refolved, lA 
cafe of extremity, to fell our lives as dearly 
as poffible. 

When day appeared, I oblerved indeed, at a 
certain diftance, a group of Hottentots; but 
though they were in reality my own, not feeing 
the two oxen which ought to have accompanied 
them, my mind became more and more con- 
firmed in the idea that pre-occupied it, and I 
did not know them. Obferving them, how- 
ever, approach towards me, I went to meet 
them, and the illufidn was prefently at an end* 
The air of dejedion with which they iccofted 
me YuflSciehtly announced how well founded 
had been my forefight, when I oppofed their 
departure. They told me that they had gone 
in qucft of me too far to the north, fuppofing 
me to be more advanced in my journey; but 
perceiving no traces either of my ^ymggons or 
animals, and apprehenfive that fome accident 
had retarded me, they had thought proper to * 
return, and had proceeded towards Krekenap. 

With 
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. With regard to the two oxeo^ they h*d pe^ 
riflxed by the way for vf^nt of pg^fty/^e. Per? 
haps my Hottentots themfclyes h|Jl ^ccafioncd 
their death by fatiguing them top jmuch, and 
obliging them to ca^rry a burthcfi QfpU greater 
than their Ilrength would .admit. I W4S ia a 
manner convinced of the truth of , this fufpi- 
cion: but, fitmtcd a^sl was, I did n(fi think 
it right to diflieartcq tjxem by reproach^. Whq 
could have believed it ? From t^e ipppfiput the 
party had quitted'the wbde, they hadaeither 
eaten por drunk j but the paffion foj: ^he ,Qi|^ 
of which they.had gone in purfuii, hadijeifdered 
both hqnger and fatigue £u]jp9rtat>Ie* Tljey 
broujght back about a hundred pounds weight | 
and there was nothing/as I conceiye, thatiiiey 
regretted in th^s cruel dif^if^r but tjie .not h^^Vf 
ing beeii able to briijg tljie whale itfelf. 

I was afraid fo much as to examine the ila^ 
of my caravaq. From day to ^ay it had be-^ 
* come more deplorable, and ipy foui was. filled 
with anguiih and apprehenfion. It was not 
>^ without ^ort that I cou)d fpur myfelf on to 

the review, I could, however, no longer dif- 
penfc myfelf from: afc^taining the tiumber of* 
cxen that were capable of being again, put id 

harnef$< 
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harnefs. Alas ! it was dreadfully dimmiflied^ 
and I was obliged to leave one of nay vehicle* 
behind me in the defert. It was the firft time 
fuch a misfortune had overtaken me; but 
there was no remedy, and my Africans ad- 
vifed me to fubmit. But this was not all : I 
knew not what was to become of us,- whither 
we v^rere to go, or to what point we were to 
direct our courfe. This was a new and more 
horrible fource of difquietude. I cannot de- 
fcribe it in a more ftriking manner than by 
adding, that I defpaired of being able to con- 
ceal thefe . alarming circumftances from my 
companions, and therefore called them to- 
gether and laid the whole of- the cafe before 
them. By one, I was advifed to return the 
way I had come, and to regain the Elephants- 
River : by another, to pufli on to that oiSwarte 
Dooren^ which was in reality not a river, but a 
canal made by fome torrent j but which, from 
the late rains that had fallen, might perhaps 
fupply us both with water and pafturage. The 
firft of thefe projeds was impradicable, and, 
fo far from offering a refource, threatened de- 
fl;ru6lion as well to ourfelves as to our cattl^, if 
w^ were rafh enough to undertake it. We 
Vol, L T ihould 
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fliould have, indeed, at the Elephants-River, 
though no pafturage, the confolation of water 
in abundance ; but to return through the 
feorched plains we had left behind us, and to 
travel three days more, with fuch lean aad ex- 
haufled animals, and in want too of every 
necelTary, was more than could be^ efie6led 
though fome god had hpen the charioteer. 
On the contrary, the other plan might pluagc 
us ftill deeper perhaps in the abyfs j but, con- 
cealed behind the veil of futurity, it was ^ re- 
fource that afforded us at lead fome food for 
our hopes. 

Obliged to make ^ choice^ I therefore gave 
the fignal for advancing ; and every thing wa? 
in motion foif our departure. We abandoned 
the carriage, after taking- fuch things from it as 
I conceived would be necdfary for ourufe,, 
•^nd fubftituting in their ftead fome heavy 
boxes from the other two v?hicle$, in order to 
render then;i lighten Thefe articles I intended 
one day to recover, if circumftances proved 
favourable } and in the inean time I entrufted 
th^m to th^ car^ of heaven and the elephants^ 
However, that no Hottentot hordes or planters 
from the frontiers, paffing that way, might 
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(avc me thU trouble, 1 ordered the carriage to be 
furrounded and eveij covered all over with tho 
branches of trees, which gave it at a diftance the 
appearance of a bufh ; and, as a farther precau- 
tion, my Hottentots took ofFone of the wheels 
and buried it at a diftance in the earth, 

W^ refumed our journey, and by patience, 
courage, and perfeverance, arrived at laft at 
S^huit-Klip (boat rock), but not without lofmg 
more of our oxen, though the diftance we 
travelled was only two leagues and a half. 
Schiiit-Klip is a fmall rock of an oval form, 
and, as its name implies, hollowed out like a 
boat. It contained a fmall quantity of water, 
and, to add to our felicity, of a moft excellent 
kind. From the ftcepnefs of its borders, the 
quadrupeds in the neighbourhood were unable 
"to trouble it, and it was not therefore fpoiled 
like that of Krakkcel-Klip. For the fame rea- 
ibn, my horfes could not drink at this refer- 
voir ; but we drew from it a fufEciency to afford 
a little refrefhment both to them and my 
oxen ; and, always fanguine as to the future, 
I deferred till the next day the continuance of . 
our journey. So many obftacles, however, 
^at feemed incapable of being furmounted, 

T a did 
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did not fail to damp my courage ; and though 
I aflumed externally an air of tranquillity, and 
talked to my companions in a tone of cheerful* 
nefs, I was inwardly a prey to the moft tor- 
menting refledions. Swanepoel, better ac- 
quainted with my charadler and difpofition^ 
and pofleffing alfo more penetration than my 
dear Klaas, came to. me to make a very fatal 
propofition, which was that of leavipg behind 
me another of my vehicles. ^' Your teams/' 
f^d he, " are reduced to a ftate of debility, 
*' which requires that you fliould b^ as fparing 
^^ of them as poffible, Notwithftanding ouf 
*^ cares to diminifli the luggage, ftill, if they 
•^ have two waggons to draw, 1 fear that before 
^* to-morrow night not a fmgle ox will ro-^ 
*^ main alive. In that cafe what will become 
*' of us? We are not far from the diftri£t of 
*^ Klaas Bafter, the man pointed out by Colo- 
^' ncl Gordon as likely to be of ufe to us* Ge 
** in purfuit of him, continuing your journey 
V with one waggon only. As you * proceed, 
** difpatch your people different ways through 
^ ' the country j and if you are fo happy as to 
^ find him, fend us afiiftance. Give me only 
^* fpur men^ ^ad I will be anfwerabl^ rK>t only 

^♦fpr 



** tot the carriage you fliall leave here, but alfa 
'" for that which we abandoned at Krakkeel* 
" Klip;* 

This advice was certainly, Under fucSh cir-i 
cumftances, the moft reafonable that could be 
given. By hulbanding the water of the rock| 
Swanepoel would have wherewith to fupply 
the wants of his fmall detachment ; and fome 
fhowers of rain might happen to fill and aiig**. 
ment the ciftern. I left with him, therefore^ 
afupply pf provifions ; removed into his wag* 
gon fuch heavy articles as were likely to em-^ 
barrafs me on my way, and addrefled to him at 
my departure a word of admonition : ** My 
" dear Swanepoel,'* faid I, " if my unlucky 
*' ftars, if the bad fortune which perfecutes nie 
^* fhould bring hither a band of maroon Hot* 
" tentots, or plundering Boflimen, I e:jj:pref8ly 
** forbid you to expofe cither your own life or 
** the lives of your companions j, let my car* 
?* riage be robbed ; haften immediately to 
^^ join m6<^ and let me fee you again as fafe and 
•* found as I leave you." 

Of the fifty-four oxen with which t began 
my journey, Ithirty-one had died. The twenty- 
three that remained I divided into three teamsj ^ 
T 3 convinced 



t 
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coiivinced that eight would be faflScient far 
Diy wiggon after it had been fo much light- 
ened. At the fame time 1 took care to fhorten 
the ftages, and to proceed only a leagiie with- 
out changing the team ; and in this manner I 
arrived at OKpbanis^K^^p (Elephants-head)# 

This likewife is a rock that has acquired its 
name from its figure. 1 flattered myfelf that 
I (hould find water here as at Schuit-KHp, 
and there had aftually been fomc in its difFcr-* 
ent cavities j but, except a little rooifttrre, it 
had all evaporated. My oxen, which fiad nof 
4r^nk during the whole day, and which, the 
rirening before indeed, had only been fupplied 
with a. few drops, vifited' m vain aU rfie 
clrfls of the rock. So^ great was the diftreiS of 
thefe poor ammtalSy that, wherever they found 
moifture, tbey held their noftrils over k, as if 
tefpeflied by its exhalation, and endeavoured 
to lap up with their tongues the aqueous par- 
ticles it might contain ; while at the fame time 
tibey preffed their fides and beat their taila 
againft the cavity, feeljang to imbibe relief at 
every porcr As for mt, I bad ftill a little 
watCT remaining in a jar, which I fhared with 
fixt twtlve Hottentots wlia accompanied me y 

and 



AFRICA. 179 

and we found another refource in my goats, 
as their milk was not yet dried up. 

The heavy and continued rains we experi- 
enced, when proceeding along the banks of 
the Elephants-River, had riot extended to the 
diftridof Oliphants-Kop; or, at leaft, if any 
had fallen here, as the cavities of the rock 
feemed to indicate, the quantity had been too 
fmall to produce any vifible c&Ol on vege- 
tation. 

The country every where around exhibited 
the moft frightful fterility, nor did any thing 
feem to indicate a change. To the weft was 
an immenfe plain, which, extending perhaps 
to the fea, prefented, as far as the eye could 
reach, an uniform fheet of dry earth, interiperfed 
here and there with a few oily plants ^^'y» 
and fome withered and ftunted buflies. At 
the, eaft a long ridge of naked mountains 
gloomily bounded the horizon ; and, in fhort, 
filence, drearinefs, and defolation, prevailed on 
all fides. 

In $ fituation lefs deplorable I had formerly 
been indebted for my fafety to a bird, which, 
alighting upon a rock, had given me reafon to 
conclude that it might contain water ; and I 

T 4 expedted 
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expected the fame benefit here from flocks pf 
moor-gapie^ which I faw pafs jne in the air^ 
With this hope I followed their flight with 
eager eyes ; for I knew that thefe birds repair 
regularly twice a day to the water to drink and 
wafh themfelves : but conceive the defpair in 
which I was plunged^ when, flying at firft 
from north to fouth, I faw them return in a 
contrary diredion without flopping j which 
ieemed to be an infallible fign that there was no 
fpring, nor the fmalleft refervoir of water, any 
where in the jieighbourhood. Thefe birds, 
however, flew at fuch a prodigious height, that 
my fight could not long follow them ; and all I 
could conclude from their paflfage Was, that they 
were perhaps haftening to quench their thirft 
at the Elephants-River. No rock bird wliat- 
ever alighted near us ; which dtubtlefa indi- 
cated that nature here was in a mod forlorn 
ftate. Moor-fowl, in general, are inaufpicious 
birds, becaufe, living on feeds and inftds, they 
aire to be met with only in dry and fcorched 
diftri<3;8. I recdleded that I had been under 
great, alarm, duriog my firfl: journey, by the 
circumftanceofthe numerous coveys of them I 
had feen in crofTmg the barren country of 

Karaw, 
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Karawj after leaving Snewberg, and that it had 
proved a fign equally certain of the fterility of 
the diftridl : whereas neither in the fertile 
country of the CafFres, nor in the delightful 
groves of Auteniqua, had I ever obferved a 
bird of this kind ; a contraft that excited in iny 
mind the moft melancholy fenfations. 

We had arrived at Oliphants-Kop at fo early 
an hour, that I hoped w£ fhould be able to pro- 
ceed a few leagues farther before the clofe of 
the day ; and I W2is the more refolved to do 
fo, as, feeing neither pafturage nor water, it 
was neceflary for me to truft to the chance Qf 
finding, at a greater diftance, a more commo- 
dious fpot ' for , encamping. I gave orders 
therefore for our departure ; but when my 
people began to harnefs my oxen, not one of 
them was found fit for fervicc : they all lay 
down around the waggon fo apparently ex- 
haufted, that there was reafon to apprehend 
they >vould never rife again upon their legs. 

What fituation could be more dreadful ? I 
faw myfelf obliged to pafs the night in this 
parched and barren fpot, where my cattle were 
about to perifh for want of water ^nd food^ 
and we ourfelves, in like manner, were tor- 
6 mented 
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mented vnth the moft devouring thirft ; and 
to add to this, diftrcfs, not even the fmalleft 
hope prefented itfelf of being able to extri- 
cate myfelf from my difficulties. Mean whiles 
to leare no refource untried, I employed all 
my people, during the remaining part of the 
day, in fearching every where in the neigh** 
bourhood, each in a diflerent quarter, for holes 
and cavities which might have been filled with 
rain j and I went mylelf upon the fame pur- 
fuit with my ape and my dogs : but we all re- 
turned, Hottentots and. their maftcr, one after 
another, dejeded to the camp, with the fame 
tidings upon bur lips, " I have found no- 
thuig :'*-^-^readful tidings, that ccmfigned us 
over to ftill fanher fufferings and mifety ! 

What a crowd of black and ifl-omened idear 
B0W ruflied upon my mind ! At fight of tl\e 
deplorable fituation of my unfortunate cattle, 
a deadly terror crept through my veins. The 
ftate of my Hottentots, from whom I had en- 
deavoOTed to conceal a part of our evils, did 
not fail alfo to add ito my torments ; and I 
curfed a thoufand times the blind confidence 
^hich had induced me to advance. 

A dclperate fituation leads to the adoption 
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of dcfperate meafufes : I refolved therefore in- 
ftantly to embrace the only expedient 1 had to 
purfue ; vrhich was, to abando|i my third and 
iaft vehicle,* together with the animals that re- 
mained, to diftribute arms and ammuaitioa 
among my people, and to proceed on fodt to 
the Elephants-River with fuch of them ai 
would agree to follow me* 

•This plan, with whatever difficulties it might 
fee attended, was apparently the only rational 
one that remained : yet, when I propofed it to 
my Hottentots, not ^p, individual approved of 
it. Convinced that the interruption of a jour- 
ney, which they had feen me fo anxious to 
accomplifh, muft occafion me the greateft mor- 
tification, they unanimoufly protefted that they 
would never abandon me, and that they would 
cheerfully go on with me wherever I fhould 
think proper to lead them. At the fame time 
each exhorted me to. take courage, and to try my 
fortune once more,, by proceeding a few leagues 
ferther. Thofe who had gone in fearch of 
water toii^ards the eaft aifured me, by vny of - 
conlblation, that there was a range of hills at 
the bottom of the mountains before us, and 
that the valleys between v^rould perhaps afford 

us 
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us excellent pafturagc and abundance of wafef 5 
while thofe who had gone out in the oppofitc 
direction had gbferved a cloud or two peep- 
ing above the horizon^ from which they au- 
gured in their turn that a ftorm was not far 
diftant, and that it would certainly- make ita 
appearance either during the night or tcM 
morrow. 

Under the immediate preflure of difficulties 
and danger, fuch vague conjeftures infpired 
me with little confidence: but the affecting 
teftimonies of attachment I had received, ren- 
dered lefs painful to me the thoughts of a dif^ 
folution^ which I confidered a& rapidly ap- 
proaching. 1 exhorted all niy people to be-* 
take themfelves to reft j and I retired myfelf to 
my waggon, where I fpent the whole night in 
the moft gloomy refledions. At break of day 
I was fuddenly roufed from my reverie by a 
clap of thunder, which confirmed, to demon-* 
flration, what had been announced by one of 
tny Hottentots. I jumped with alertnefs from 
the carriage, and, by a natural mo^cement, raifed 
my hands in adoration towards the clouds, 
which the thunder ftemed to be driving befor^e 
it. My friends, tranfported like myfelf, ranged 

them-^ 
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thecdfelves eagerly around me. In a momentthQ 
whole heavens were overcaft, and the cloudsr 
blackened delightfiiUy ov^r our heads. My 
heart palpitated with joy and apprehenfioa„ 
I waited with the moft eager impatience foi- 
the happy effcfls of the ftorm ; every inftant 
expedling it to defcend upon us in a torrent of 
rain. Tranfient hopes ! horrible, horrible jqy! 
Scattered by the wind, the clouds difappeared 
from over our hea(^s,and funk below the hori- 
zon. This fpeftacle llrudk every one of us 
with fo great t conftemation, as to deprive us 
a of all power of fpeech or motion.' Defpair 
N became imprefled upoi\ the moft refolute of my 
people ; and the dead filence that foliowedt 
Ihewed how vain it was to call upon them for 
confolation or afliftance. ^ 

During the night two of my oxen had died, 
imd three gf my dogs had deferted n^e. I loft 
alfo one of my horfes, which I faw expire be- 
fore my ey?s. Thus was I lofmg one by one 
my whole ftocl? of cattle ; and I beheld them 
perifh with the more regret, becaufe, )having 
ihared in my fatigues, I had become stttached 
to them as fo many fervants of my houfehold. 
They apprpacbed flowly indeed to their laft 

. momqit9, 
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moments, but thefc momenta were fingulaiiy 
painful. They were firft fdzed with convul- 
fions, which ended in a long and dreadful 
agony* Scarcely was one deprived of life than 
another became a facrifice. Next after my 
horfe, this unhappy lot fell upon the very beft 
of my oxen ; and of all my lofies, this in parti* 
cular occafioned me the greateft afflidion* The 
reader will pardon me ifliligrefs for a moment 
to tell him the reafon. 

I had given to this faithful fervant the name 
of Ingland. He was the oldeft and ftrongeft 
beaft I poflefled : accordingly he had fuccefs* 
fiiUy encountered the fatigue of my firft jour- 
ney, though, during the whole route, he had 
conftantly occupied the thill to my heavieft 
and principal waggon. Diftinguiftied by an 
inftin£l fuperior to the other animals of his 
fpecies, my people, when they unhamefled 
him, gave themfelves no concern to prevent 
him from efcaping ; he wandered at will in the 
pafture, and was committed, if I may fo ex- 
prefs myfelf, to the guidance of his own under* 
flanding; there was no fear that he would 
waiider from the place. When it was time to 
travel another ftage, it was unneceflary to fetch 
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him from the pailure^ and bring him to the 
waggon, as was requlfite for the reft: three 
fmacks of the whip was our fignal for march, 
and as foon as he heard them he came to his 
poft. He was always the firft to prefent him- 
felf to the traces, as if he had Ijeen afraid to 
lofe his priority in a place which he had con« 
ftantly been employed to occupy. 

If I went out for excrcife, or to hunt, at my 
return Ingland, as far as he could fee me, 
quitted his pailure, and ran towards me with a 
particular fort of bellowing, cxprefSve of his 
joy. He rubbed his head againft my body ia 
different diredions, and carefTed me after hi$ 
manner. Frequently he licked my hands j 
and I was con drained to flop long enough to 
receive his civilities, which fometimes laded 
for a quarter of an hour. At length, when I 
had repfied by my endearments and by a kifs, 
he led the way to my tent, and walked quietly 
before me. 

The evening before he died, Ingland laid 
down near the (haft of his waggon ; and it 
was in this^place he expired. I faw his lafl: 
aigonies, but was unable to render him the 
|[i|hted affiflance. Al^l how frequently, when 

friend- 
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fricndfliip has milled me, when feducing ap« 
pearances have allured my confidence, have I 
thought of poor Ingland, and involuntarily caft 
my eye upon the hand he had fo often licked I 

The rain which we had defired with fo much 
eameftnefs having failed us, wc were deter- 
mined to quit our northern diredlion, and to 
return to the north-eaft, towards thofe paffes in 
the mountains from which we cxpefted our 
fafety. 

For twenty-four hours not one of us had 
tafted food* . Not that we had been in any want 
of provifions ; but we were apprehenfive diat 
eating would enhance our defire to drink* 
Thus exhaufted with fatigue, worn out with 
watchfulnefs, and tormented with thirft, wq 
rcfumed our journey jmd proceeded to the 
mountains, ] 
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